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At home 
with the 
Royals 


Estate agent Nicoll Kelly (21) has found a new home in 
the hearts of the Royal Marines, who voted her Miss 
Globe and Laurel 1994-95. Nicoll enjoys skiing, aero¬ 
bics and all sports, so she should have no trouble 
keeping up with the lads when she joins them on Arctic 
warfare training in Norway — which is where her prede¬ 
cessor Amanda Johnson has just been, (see page 8). 

Picture PO(Phot) Paul Cowpe 


The Sea Harrier from HMS Ark Royal shot down over Goradze last^ 
month was the first NATO aircraft to be lost in combat. 

Pilot Lt Nick Richard¬ 
son of 801 Naval Air 
Squadron ejected safely, 
was looked after by UN 
monitors and later re¬ 
turned to the ship having 
suffered only a few cuts 
and bruises. 

He had been accompa¬ 
nied by another Sea Har¬ 
rier, directed to the be¬ 
sieged Muslim town where 
they were cleared to engage 
a tank firing into an area 
close by UN forces. 

“In order to avoid collateral 
damage it was necessary for the 
pair to fly three passes to iden¬ 
tify the target." Ark spokesman 
Cdr John Jacob told Navy 
News. 

"On their first pass the air¬ 
craft were engaged by a missile 
believed to be an SA7 which 
both were able to evade. 

“But due to the desperate sit¬ 
uation of the UN troops they 
pressed home the attack — and 
then one of them was hit by 
another missile. 

“The pilots of both aircraft 
displayed commendable cour¬ 
age and professionalism in 
their continued attempts to car¬ 
ry out their mission, despite 
having come so close to being 
shot down on the first 
attempt." 

Prime Minister John Major 
had earlier been flown on a 
tour of British forces in Bosnia 
by Lt Cdr John Snowball. 

Sccond-in-Command of 845 
Squadron based at the Croatian 
port of Split. 

Mr Major, who was accom¬ 
panied by Defence Secretary 

• Turn to back page 


D-Day souvenir books by 
the dozen are now on sale 
— but we’re giving ours 
away. Parts 2 and 3 of a 
unique record you will 
want to keep follow in our 
June and July issues. 


INSIDE! 


#HMS Ark Royal escorts RFA Sir Tristram, loaded with armoured vehicles to reinforce UN troops in 
Bosnia, through the Adriatic — see see also pages 17 and 26. 
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ONYX 

FLAG 

FLIES 

AGAIN 

When the submarine HMS 
Onyx returned to the UK from 
her record 117-day patrol dur¬ 
ing the Falklands War in 1982 a 
traditional skull and cross- 
bones flag was flying proudly 
from her fin. 

Now that Onyx has been pre¬ 
served at Birkenhead the RN 
Submarine Service have made 
a duplicate skull and cross- 
bones for the submarine to fly 
on special occasions. 

Andy Crammond, who 
served in HMS Onyx during her 
record patrol, and who lives 
almost on the submarine’s 
doorstep, in the Wirral, was in¬ 
vited to present the "ensign.” 

The tradition of flying a skull 
and crossbones goes back to 
the dark days of the Second 
World War when submarines, 
returning from patrol, would fly 
the flag with various symbols 
indicating what successes they 
had while at sea. 


Somewhere under the rainbow 



Searching for that elusive 
pot of gold at the end of the 
rainbow is HMS Charger, 
pictured in Loch Lochy dur¬ 
ing her Easter deployment 
to the Western Isles! 

Despite frequent bad 
weather and gales which 
followed the Fast Training 
Ship throughout her deploy¬ 
ment HMS Charger trans- 
itted both the Crinan and 
Caledonian Canals and vi¬ 
sited several west coast 
ports during her two-and-a- 
half weeks at sea. This pro¬ 
vided valuable navigation 
training for her embarked 
Liverpool University 
students. 

Under the command of 
her new CO, Lt Cdr Paul 
Haycock, HMS Charger also 
made a brief rendezvous 
with her sister ships Archer 
and Smiter in Oban and car¬ 
ried out a highly-successful 
winchex with a Sea King 
from 819 Sqn based at 
Prestwick. 

Picture RO Dean Woodford 



While HMS Beagle carried out her Dover ceptionally low tides so the team had to be 
Straits Survey several members of the ship’s quick off the mark for their kick-around. 
company took a well-earned break to revive Lined up for the traditional team photo are, 
an old Hydrographic Squadron tradition — from left, AB<SR) David Ratley, LWTR Ken 
playing football on the Goodwin Sands! Carey, Lt Graham Turnbull, Lt Andy Wadding- 
Situated 15 miles east of the Kent coast, ton, AB(SR) Simon Block and LS(SR) Jack 
the Goodwin Sands are only exposed at ex- Hawkins. 


Battle 

Ensign 

returns 

During the building of the 
extension of Portsmouth 
Cathedral two years ago 
and the subsequent refur¬ 
bishing of its interior, HMS 
Hawkins’ smoke-stained 
Battle Ensign, worn during 
the Normandy Landings 
and which had been laid up 
in the Cathedral since 1971, 
was removed for safe 
keeping. 

As it seemed likely that 
former members of HMS 
Hawkins' ship's company 
who were in the area for the 
forthcoming D-Day celebra¬ 
tions would like to see the 
Ensign again, arrangement 
was made for its prompt 
return. 

It now hangs again in its 
original position in the Na¬ 
val Aisle with several other 
items of naval memora¬ 
bilia. 




BAPTISM 


Father Nick Woodcock, Chaplain to Captain F2, is pictured 
above conducting the service of baptism of two members of 
HMS Cumberland’s ship’s company. 

Nick joined Capt Scott Lidbetter and HMS Cumberland in 
Gibraltar to provide some spiritual guidance and moral support 
during pre-Armilla training and having survived the many smoke 
canisters of the FOSF NBCD team, he arranged for the foggy 
conditions and poor visibility to be lifted so mat the ceremony 
could be held on the port bridge wing as the ship approached 
the Suez Canal. 

LWEM(R)s Matthew Colwill and Michael Mainwaring were bap¬ 
tised in the traditional Navy fashion with water from the ship’s 
bell, with CCWEA Steve Martin, CWEM(O) Allister Woodward 
and LWEM(R) Dave Matthews stepping forward as godparents. 



Argyll guard for Queen 


During the second day of 
her visit the Type 23 frigate 
paraded a guard in the ca¬ 
pital, Hamilton, where the 
Queen is pictured talking to 
CpI Davy Kelly, piper for Ar¬ 
gyll's Royal Guard, who 
was on secondment from 
the ship's affiliated regi¬ 
ment, The Argyll and Suth¬ 
erland Highlanders. Also 
pictured is Guard Officer, Lt 
Cdr Mark Deller, the ship’s 
Right Commander. 


Before returning to the 
UK last month HMS Argyll 
had been deployed on the 
AUTEC Range in the Baha¬ 
mas for ASW Tactical De¬ 
velopment and Reet Trials 
and had also called in brief¬ 
ly at Cape Canaveral. 


HMS Argyll's recent stay 
in Bermuda coincided with 
the visit by the Queen and 
the Duke of Edinburgh at 
the end of their tour of the 
Caribbean. 








































4 NAVY NEWS. MAY 1994 


m* Drafty 


Fleet Air Arm, Regs &PT 


That’s the ticket 


With the continuing re¬ 
duction in manpower and 
the importance of endea¬ 
vouring to get the "right 
man for the right job", we 
arc increasing!) dependent 
on the information passed 
to US Via the ( 240 and 
DPC/DPF. 

These are sour link to us and 
the more information we hase 
the bettei 

More important are the re¬ 
marks with regard to experi¬ 
ence if s on nave 11 <m spe¬ 
cialist experience, we need to 
know as this could very well he 
your ticket to a I OKI oi specia¬ 
list iob in '<hii area 

This is particularly relevant 
with the introduction of 
WRAMM system into the 
FAA. So keep them up to dale 
and ensure they are fully 
completed. 

The updating of DPCs for 
most people is improving (pos¬ 
sibly due to the reduction in 
sea/shore ratios and therefore 
RXDPCs and DPCs being sub¬ 
mitted more frequently! 

However AEMs are still 
guilty of not updating their 
preferences. If these have 
changed, or you can't remem¬ 
ber what was on >our last DPC. 
submit a new one — it only 
takes a few minutes! 

The inconsistency of some 
pre fe rences is also cause for 
concern. For example, a rating 
submitted a C240 in early 
March 1993 in which he ap¬ 
plied for an extension of his 
current draft. An extension was 
approved. 

Short notice 

Four months after he submit¬ 
ted his C240 he completed a 
DPF in which he requested an 
early out of turn draft to sea. 
accompanying remarks staling 
that he planned to gel married 
m late v4! 

The particular individual 
was not impressed when he was 
told that he was being consi¬ 
dered for a short notice draft to 
sea! 

More thought and attention 
to detail by the rating and his 
DO would have presented a 
much clearer picture to Drafty; 
avoided much work in Drafting 
Division looking at alternative 
options and possibly avoided a 
draft that was not welcome. 


- or not, as the 
case may be 


Within the next few months 
the FAA "di come into line 
with General Service with the 
introduction of a Drafting Pre¬ 
ference Form (DPF) for FAA 
personnel. 

The form is A4 size and asks 
for basically the same as the 


current DPC*. However, it does 
provide more space for per¬ 
sonal comments, a facility foi 

small ship's recommends and 
extra space for Divisional Offi¬ 
cer's comments, in addition, 
Prestwick can now be inserted 
as a Shore Service preference. 


PTs and Regs 
fall in 


FAA 

DRAFTING 



Idiosyncrasies of the Branch 
arc being taken on board but 
we are anxious to dispel the 
belief that every individual 
should ring Drafty or. in some 
cases, pay him a visit. 

Much as wc would like to dis¬ 
cuss and agree every draft indi¬ 
vidually before issue, we just 
don’t have the time. Ap¬ 
proaches to Drafty should be 
made via Divisional Senior 
Rates or Divisional Officers. 

The message is. therefore, 
contact us through the normal 
Divisional channels but please 
not on an individual basis ex¬ 
cept, of course. Warrant Offi¬ 
cers who deal directly with 
their appointers. 


“You’ll be playing 'Cops and 
Rubbers!’ ” 

Responsibility for draft¬ 
ing PTs and Regulators has 
now moved to the FAA 
Drafting Section. 

We aim to continue —■ and 
perhaps even improve the ser¬ 
vice to our customers and with 
a total of I3 '/j years drafting 
experience behind us. we are 
not about to have the wool 
pulled over our eyes. 


Lynx 

Flight 

SMRs 


We are continually on 
the lookout for new blood 
to enter the vei^ demand¬ 
ing and rewarding area of 
Small Ships Flight SMR. If 
you are a volunteer, 
whether you hold an ACC 
or SCALE A or not, a C240 
with an AEO’s recommen¬ 
dation will ensure you are 
considered for these 
drafts. 



Make someone 
pleased you read 
this ad today 


Tour choice of flc 
Guer 


lowers. 

Ifresh-cut in Guernsey . 
flown direct from the grower 
in handsome white 
presentation boxes to any 
address in Great Britain 
with your personal 
message. 

Sovereign Flowers are 
available all year round. 


TICK BOX 

Single Red Rose C6 00 

□ 1 doz Red Roses C16 50 

□ 2 doz Red Roses C24 65 
D i doz Mixed Roses C15 90 
D 10 Pink Carnations C12 20 

□ Special Offer Cl7 50 


NN 

10 Mixed Carnations C12.15 
20 Mixed Carnations Cl6.15 
20 Freesias C13 30 
40 Freesias Ci6 50 
De Luxe Mixture C21 90 
Seasonal Flowers CIO. 10 


YOUR NAME & ADDRESS (Block capitals) 


RECIPIENTS NAME & ADDRESS 


Delivery required by oatl , 
(Not Monday) 


I enclose Cheque Postal Order for 
or debit my Credit Card No 


Send to address below Also 24 hr Answerphone 
For more than one order use separate sheet of paper 


Sovereign nyiuti nunsi 

4 fHAUMETTE NURSERY FORES 1 GUERNSEY. Cl \J 
si International to UK PLUS 0481 64)74 f 

Siex 4191677 S0VR0S G Fax 048 : 6525C eft 



All change 
in ’94 

This month wc say farewell 
to Cdr Mike Burnett, who has 
been at the helm for the pa 
four years and welcome Cdr R. 
chard Dore as his successor. 
The former is approaching the 
end of his Service career and 
wc wish him luck in civvy 
street. 

As an Air Engineer. C om¬ 
mander Dore is breaking a very 
long tradition of an Aviator filf- 


“You should’ve put more in!” 

ing the Drafting Commander’s 
chair. Wc wish him luck too! 

The Reel Air Arm Drafting 
Section has taken its share of 
the major re-organis.itioit 
which occurred within the Na¬ 
val Drafting Division at tltC be¬ 
ginning of the year. We have 
moved across the passageway 
but have retained our original 
phone numbers. In addition, 
our responsibility and number 
of staff has increased. 

Another change, brought 
about largely by the AE Branch 
Restructure means that the 
POWTR and the POWWTR 


Don’t branch 
out yet 

In line with MOD policy, the manpower requirement in most 
Branches is progressively reducing. As a result, recruitment 
has been curtailed or drastically reduced. 

The Regulating and Aircraft Control Branches are still open, 
however, although the number entering the latter have been 
reduced because of the lack of sufficient ships on which to 
complete initial training. 

Many ratings who have applied for Branch Transfer have 
been advised to wait for about a year before re applying. 
Meanwhile they would be wise to progress their careers in 
their present Branches. 


FAA, Regs & PT Team 


Cdr Richard Dore (Ext 2125) — Drafting Commander and Warrant 
Officer Appomter 

Lt Cdr Ian Curnow (Ext 2121) — Technical Ratings Drafting Officer 

Lt Cdr Roger Grove (Ext 2049) — Non Technical. Regulators & Pis 
Drafting Officer 

CAEM(R) Nick Martin (Ext 2144) — Small Ships Flights and Office 
Manager 

POWWTR Carole Parker (Ext 2144) — *M Trade Leading Rates and 
above 

POWTR Taff Gauntlett (Ext 2123) — L & R Trade Leading Rates 
and above 

LWWTR Katie Fitzgerald (Ext 2124) — AEMs Drafting 

POWWTR Mandy Gunn (Exl 2134) — Non Technical Senior Rates 
(including Aircraft Controllers and Aircrewmen) 

LWWTR Clare Watts (Ext 2134) — Non Technical Junior Rales 

POWWTR Sue Buoy (Ext 2969) — Senior Rate Regulators & Pts 

LWWTR Lisa Evans (Ext 2969) — Leading Regulators & PTs 


have added LAEMs to their 
prex ious responsibility foi 
drafting only technical Senioi 
Rates 

SNONI 

Billets 

Readers may be aware that 
there are billets in Northern 
Ireland for NA(AH) and LA- 
(PHOT). All of the billets are at 
the Naval Headquarters in Bel¬ 
fast and in support of the naval 
operations that are undertaken 
throughout the Province 

The hours are often long and 
demanding hut the work is ex¬ 
tremely rewarding. Junior rates 
arc generally drafted for 9 
months and during that time 
receive a good k\ R period 
each month with all seasonal 
leave owing taken on comple¬ 
tion of the draft. 

If working within a highly 
operational and different envi¬ 
ronment appeals to you. this 
may be just the job! Applica¬ 
tion for consideration to be 
drafted to one of these billets 
should be made to the drafting 
desk on a C240. 


In place of 
Divers 

Aircrewmen drafting is now 
in the capable hands of POW- 
REN Mandy Gunn. 

In 1989. Centurion highlight¬ 
ed difficulties of recruiting and 
drafting SAR Divers. Recognis¬ 
ing these difficulties. MOD 
stated that “if. for whatever 
reason. CND is unable to place 
a SAR Diver in a SAR Diver 
complement billet then an Air- 
crewman will be substituted. In 
tins eventuality and to avoid 
confusion, the Commanding 
Officer of the appropriate SAR 
Squadron should inform the 
RCC of the limitation of that 
particular crew.” 

As a part of its rationalisa¬ 
tion of Service diving. MOD 
has recently decreed that no 
more S \ R Divers will he 
trained. Nevertheless. Centuri¬ 
on will endeavour to employ 
those who already hold the ad- 
qual. in designated SAR Diver 
billets, as long as the drafting 
plot permits. 
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March 1961 — HMS Belfast, the 
Royal Navy's biggest cruiser, as 
flagship of Flag Officer Second- 
in-Command Far East Station, 
Rear Admiral Michael Le Fanu. 


i—Facts—| 
and 
figures 

Builder Harland and Wolff, 
Belfast. Launched: March 
17 1938. Commissioned: 
August 5 1939. Class: 
Modified Southampton 
class. Standard displace¬ 
ment: 11,550 tons. Length 
overall: 613tt 6in. Beam: 
66ft. Draught (aft): 19ft 9in 
standard; 22ft 6in deep 
load. Engines: Parson? 
single reduction geareo 
turbines driving four 
shafts. 80,000 shp. Speed: 
32 knots. Armament 
(1939): 12 six-inch guns in 
four turrets. Twelve four- 
inch auns on six mount¬ 
ings. Sixteen two-pounder 
anti-aircraft guns. Eight 
anti-aircraft half-inch 
machine guns. Four three- 
pounder saluting guns. 
two sets of triple 21-inch 
torpedo tubes. The six- 
inch puns fired a shell 
weighing 105lbs, using a 
301b cordite charge. Ex¬ 
treme range — 24,800 
yards (approx. 14 land 
miles or over 12 nautical 
miles). Aircraft: Three Wal¬ 
rus amphibian aircraft 
were carried. Ship's com¬ 
pany: 750-850 officers and 
ratings. Motto: Pro tanto 
quid retribuamus ("We 
give as good as we get.") 


_ 




jf* 


l 


Gun salute 
to D-Day 

As Europe's last surviving major warship to 
have taken part in the Normandy Landings, 
HMS Belfast will be celebrating the 50th anni¬ 
versary of D-Day on June 6 with a “firing” of 
her massive 6-inch guns. 

Specially prepared pyrotechnics will be used for 
the firing, which, it is thought, might "outdo" the 
deafening gun salutes heard on occasion from 
across the Thames, at the Tower of London. 

HMS Belfast last fired her 6-inch guns in anger 
over 40 years ago, during the Korean war, when she 
earned American praise as "that straight-shooting 
ship". 

A party of Royal Naval Reservists have volun¬ 
teered to re-enact the 6-inch loading drill to mark the 
anniversary and to "fire" all six guns of both A and B 
turrets on June 6. Neighbours along the river and the 
Metropolitan Police have been forewarned! 

After this spectacular display, a reunion will be 
held on board of an expected 120 D-Day veterans. 
Various associations have been contacted to trace 
as many as possible of those who were on board 
HMS Belfast or directly involved on the naval side of 
the Landings. 

This commemorative lunch is expected to be over¬ 
subscribed so a lottery will be held for places. Any 
D-Day veterans — both men and women — who 
would like to be in the draw should write to the ship, 
at Morgans Lane, Tooley Street, London SE1 2JH, or 
telephone 071 407 6434. 

Special guided tours will be taking place on board 
the Belfast daily from June 7 to 10, at 1100, 1200, 
1400 and 1500. First come first served. There will 
also be regular screenings throughout D-Day week 
of a 30-minute film, with archive footage of the 
Landings. 

Finally, from June 15-21, the Liberty Ship SS Jere¬ 
miah O'Brien, a D-Day veteran herself, is expected 
to moor alongside HMS Belfast and will be open to 
the public. 

All are welcome, although an admission charge is 
anticipated. It is hoped that an American military 
band will be found to welcome the Jeremiah O’Brien 
alongside. 


MIGHTY BELFAST 
A SURVIVOR OF 
WAR AND PEACE 


HMS Belfast is a familiar sight to commuters crossing London Bridge. Moored now in the 
Pool of London, the ship was launched on St Patrick's Day 1938 at Harland and WolfTs yard 
in the city from which she takes her name. 


She was launched by Mrs Ne¬ 
ville Chamberlain, completed 
in August 1939 and commis¬ 
sioned two days later, with 
Capt G. A. Scott as her first 
commanding ofTiccr. 

War was declared shortly 
after the Belfast’s launch, and 
in October 1939 she had her 
first success, capturing a (icr 
man liner called Cap Norte. 

The Germans took swift re¬ 
venge; the following month 
HMS Belfast was severely da¬ 
maged by a magnetic mine, but 
escaped sinking. After lengthy 
repairs, she re-entered service 
in November 1942. 

The Belfast then spent a 
period escorting convoys carry¬ 
ing supplies to Russia; convoys 
generally agreed to have operat¬ 
ed under the worst conditions 
of the war at sea. with freezing 
weather to contend with as well 
as constant enemy attacks. 

Schamhorst 

In December 1943 HMS Bel¬ 
fast played a key role in the 
Battle of North Cape, which 
ended with the sinking of the 
German battle-cruiser 
Schamhorst. 

Only 36 of the Schamhorst’s 
complement of almost 2,000 
survived the battle; most per¬ 
ished in the freezing Arctic wa¬ 


ters. Their ship, the pndc of 
Hitler’s navy, succumbed to su¬ 
perior British tactics and 
firepower. 

But the Scharnhorst's last 



lonely fight against the odds 
won the respect and admiration 
of all the British and Allied sea¬ 
men who had taken part. The 
signatures of her survivors, and 
of Admiral Sir Bruce Fraser, 
Allied commander in the ac¬ 
tion, were collected as a poi- 

E ant reminder of the last batt- 
;hip engagement ever to be 
fought by the Royal Navy. 

June 1944 saw HMS Belfast 
as the flagship of the bombard¬ 
ment force supporting the Al¬ 
lied landings at Juno Beach. 


Normandy. 

After a major refit she was 
sent to the Far East for the war 
against Japan, but by the time 
she arrived Japan had surren¬ 
dered. She remained in the Far 
East, however, and was flagship 
at the time of the Yangtze Inci¬ 
dent, when HMS Amethyst was 
trapped in the Yangtze by 
Chinese Communists. 

The Belfast last fired her 
guns in an$cr during the Kore¬ 
an War. For her action there 
she won the battle honour Ko¬ 
rea 1950-52 to add to her 
others — Arctic 1943, North 
Cape 1943 and Normandy 
1944. 

HMS Belfast, Europe’s last 
big gun armoured warship of 
the Second World War. is now 
part of the Imperial War 
Museum and was the first war¬ 
ship to be preserved for the na¬ 
tion since HMS Victory. 


POSTCARDS of Ships of tho 
Royal Navy ara obtainable at 65p 
•ach (minimum order £1.95) from 

ai a i_ uuC y a la nn 

Navy Ntwi, mms wtiion, kocts* 
mouth POI 3HH. An onlar for 12 
cards Is prtcod at C7 and a stand 
Ira order tor tho supply of each of 
12 cards on publication can be 
arranged on receipt of £10.50/ 
foreign £12. Prices include 
postage and packing, and post 
cards wtfl be despatched on re¬ 
ceipt of stamps, postal order or 
cheque. No postcards are 
stocked of ships which paid off 
before 1956. 


THE MEDAL 
PROPOSED BY & 
PRODUCED 
EXCLUSIVELY 
FOR 

VOLUNTEERS 

Recognition has at last been 
given to the Volunteers, 
both men & women, 
commissioned or non 
commissioned from all three 
services, who have given 
service to Great Britain & 
the Empire during 
peacetime or hostilities with 
a devotion second to none. 

These beautiful 
commemorative medals arc 
produced in hallmarked 
Sterling silver and crafted 
by CITADEL AWARDS to 
their traditional high 
standards. The full size 
medal may be engraved 
with service details. A 
silver miniature is also 
available. 

Order by phone or complete 
the coupon below and send 
with your 

payment, or credit card 
details, to: 

CITADEL AWARDS, 
P.O. BOX 171, 
PLYMOUTH, 
DEVON. PL1 IFY 
Tel: 0752 872672 
Fax: 0752 872723 
or send for an 
application/order form. 

This medal may be applied 
for posthumously by next 
of kin. 


CITADEL 


AWARDS 


THE VOLUNTARY SERVICE 
MEDAL (VSM) 


.yN 

- *; 

s, ■ 

i.O ' ’ 

MM 


£39.50 

+£ 8.00 

£16.50 

EH] 


ORDER NOW BY POST OR 
PHONE: 0752 872672 


Open Sam to 8p«n Monday to Saturday. 

YES*I IP1ca.sc send me the full size Voluntary Service Medal 

YESQPtcasc engrave service details given below 

YES*I 1 Please send me the miniature medal 

(Pnces include £2.50 carnage and insurance.) Total cost 

Service Details: 

Initials and Surname if different from below 


Service No.fwherc applicable) Rank. 

Unit of Service.Period of Service 19.19. 

Payment Details: 

Surname.. Signature. 

Forenames... 

Address. 

.Postcode.Tel:. 

/ enclose my cheque/PO/made payable to Citadel Awards 
Please debit my Visa/Access/Mastercard account 
CREDIT CARD NUMBER 
EXPIRY DATE /_ / _ / 
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Your Lettek To a ms ocfa aucaff 

OF LAST '7VFSMY- ABOUT US 'CREAMING 

Mono in STORM tossed 
ART 1C SEAS. ANb SLICING A 

WHALE /A/ HALF' HAS MALE 
HEADLINES! 




B1H& 


LUCHILV FOR BOTH OF 
OS - Wf WERE IN 
DRV DOCK! 




Letters 



‘Tons’ that 
talked back 

Nostalgic memories are evoked by your report regarding the disbanding of Tenth 
Mine Countermeasures Squadron. 


Still more 
salty dogs 

Regarding the dog Brownie 
at Great Yarmouth (March edi¬ 
tion) I remember him coming 
on board the minesweeper 
HMS Epinc. He would make 
straight for the galley where the 
cook would give him something 
and then have a kip under and 
after gun platform. 

He would never go to sea — 
when he heard you single up to 
go sea he’d be ofT the ship in a 
flash. 


In 1956 a newspaper article. 
“The Fleet That Never Was”, 
castigated the Admiralty for 
wasting £100.000.000 on the 
building of 200 “Ton” Class 
minesweepers. 

There was also a photograph 
of a large number of what were 
described as “Noah's Arks” (re¬ 
serve 'sweepers in protective 
wooden cladding) moored in 
Southampton Water ofT HMS 
Diligence. 

I did not then imagine that 
within a year my service with 
Southern Air Division (RNVR) 
would be transferred to HMS 
Warsash. the seagoing tender of 
Southampton Division, and 
one of the said vessels. 

Your correspondent J. Smith 
accurately describes the famed 
contortions of the “Tons” in a 
seaway, but the replacement of 
the Mirlces engines by Napier 
Deities was a good modifica¬ 
tion. 

Turning over a Dcltic by 
hand was tedious, but easy 
compared to the “barring 
round” of the Mirlces by means 
of a huge crowbar inserted into 
holes in the rim of the flywheel. 

Another advantage of the 
Deities was that one end of the 
engine room could be seen 
from the other, and much more 
space was available. 

When 2.000 amperes was 

E ulscd through the magnetic 
>op, the Mirlces driving the 
pulsing generator sounded as 
though all the big-end bearings 
had failed simultaneously. The 
Dcltic replacement accepted 
the sudden load with relatively 
little complaint. Engine-room 
and electrical ratings welcomed 
the changeover to Deities, but 
it took place over many years. 
The acoustic hammer was a 


favourite item of equipment, 
stowed on deck immediately 
over the wardroom heads. The 
hammer, which could easily 
outperform any road-drill, was 
occasionally employed in class- 
warfare. 

An officer suddenly reap¬ 
pearing in the wardroom flat 
(on one occasion in total un¬ 
dress) when it was “impera¬ 
tive” to carry out a test, never 
failed to please an expectant 
audience. 

The acoustic displacer, when 
air pressure was released, could 
produce sounds resembling 
those of the bagpipes if the air 
vent were correctly 
manipulated. 

Good value 

Such irregular activities did 
not always gain the approval of 
the “pusser” Navy, but there 
was a more serious side to the 
“minesweeping lark" per¬ 
formed by the RNVR. The re¬ 
serve 'sweepers did achieve a 
high standard of efficiency, dif¬ 
ficult though this was with con¬ 
stantly changing crews and with 
training mainly restricted to 
the weekends. 

My first seagoing experience 
in HMS Warsash caused me to 
vow that I would never set foot 
on her deck again, but a strange 
fascination drew me on to serve 
for another 20 years. My last 
annual training was saddened 
by the sinking of HMS Fittlc- 
ton, but I remain convinced it 
was all well worthwhile and 
share J. Smith’s hope that one 
of the “Tons" will be pre¬ 
served. After all. they were 
good value for money. — A. 
Bradbury, Marnhull. Dorset. 


Mavy News 


No. 478 40th year 

Editorial and Business address: Barham Block, HMS 
Nelson, Portsmouth, Hants, POI 3HH 
Editor Jim Allaway 
Deputy Editor Anton Hanney 
Assistant editors: Lindy Clegg, Ruth Vernon 
Business Manager: Mrs. Anne Driver 
TELEPHONES 
Editorial: 0705-294228 
0705-822351 (Portsmouth Naval Base) 
extensions 24163 and 24194 
Business (advertising, distribution and accounts): 
0705-822351 ext 24226 

Additional direct line to all departments: 0705-826040 
Fax: 0705-830149 


Museum 

courier 

Further to Capt. Harris's let¬ 
ter (March issue) regarding the 
Singapore Naval Museum. I am 
stopping at Singapore for two 
days at the end of June, hope to 
visit RSS Panglima and am 
willing to take a limited 
amount of old photographs, 
etc., with me. 

Any readers who may have 
anything for the museum may 
contact me on 0705 384252. — 
F. Duffy, Portchcstcr. 


LETTERS to the Editor 
should always be accom¬ 
panied by the correspon¬ 
dent's name and address, 
not necessarily for 
publication. 


I was told by shipmates that 
he'd been sunk in the trawler 
Pelton and was one of only 
three survivors. I don’t know if 
there was any truth in it. but 
they said that was why he never 
wanted to go to sea again. — 
D.Holland, Llanelli. 

Though old Skipper. HMS 
Osprey's mascot in the early 
1950s, lived to be 16, it was the 
booze that got him in the end. 

The vet said years of'sippers' 
of rum. pink gin and scotch had 
left his liver in a shocking state 
when he retired from active 
service. 

He spent his last year living 
at a Portland cafe — but would 
still slip off on a pub crawl, fol¬ 
lowing sailors into pubs to 
cadge drinks. 

I had a puppy sired by Skip¬ 
per — from Judy of HMS 
Hcdingham Castle. — P.Gart- 
side, Ashton-under-Lync. 


Kiwi pipers 
with polish 



Regarding recent articles about RN piping, during my service 
in TF57 in World War II Rear Admiral A.GL Talbot had me 
detailed off to play in the Wardroom flat prior to dinner in 
addition to piping in and out of harbour, so I was the butt of 
ribald utterances from my messmates in the Buntings mess of 
HMS Lothian. 

But you may be interested in this photograph of the pipe band 
of HMNZS Pegasus — Canterbury Division of the RNZNVR, 
courtesy of the Christchurch Star-Sun. 

This was formed in 1952 out of four pipers and an accom¬ 
plished side drummer and before long was participating in the 
Division's routine, civic functions in Christchurch, and travelling 
to Timaru and Dunedin. 

The band was commended for its bearing and capability by 
both the Governor General and the Chief of the Naval Staff. — 


D.MacGregor, ex-HMNZS Pegasus Pipe Band, Sevenoaks. 


Minding the 
ferry ’cross 
the Mersey 

I always enjoy your ‘Ships of the Royal Navy' feature — 
and a special bonus in No 459 HMS Valiant was the piece 
about the battleship launched in November 1914. 


In your brief sketch of her 
career there was obviously not 
enough room to mention her 
visit to Liverpool during the 
General Strike of 1926. 

As a boy of 10 I appreciated 
the big guns very much — they 
were not intended to open fire 
on the city! We were informed 
her main role during that un¬ 
fortunate period was to guaran¬ 
tee the normal working of the 
cross river ferries from Liver¬ 
pool to Wallasey and 
Birkenhead. 

My father supervised the in¬ 
stallation of telephone lines 
between ship and shore and we 
had the privilege of entertain¬ 
ing the CPO in charge of sig¬ 
nals at our home in Wallasey — 
in return for which we were giv¬ 
en a guided tour of the ship and 
met her mascot, an enormous 
Airedale. 

Another item that impressed 
me was the steam pinnace, the 
like of which I have not seen 
since. Is there still one in exis¬ 
tence, complete with polished 
brass flange around the top of 
the funnel? — H. E. Wallace. 
West Wimbledon. 

Portsmouth's Historic Dockyard 
has one — complete with Hotch¬ 
kiss gun Ed 

Top-rated 
dhobi man 

The letter from Capt Harris 
(February issue) about HMS 
Terror brought back memories 
of when I was a young OD on 
HMS St Brides Bay in 1950. 

I went ashore into Terror 
when she went into dry dock 
and had the benefit of the 
dhoby man T.T.Ling’s services 
— in all my time in the Navy I 
was never so smart, all my gear 
washed, pressed, starched and 


returned the same day. 

There was also a honey bear 
that drank rum and a Malayan 
boy who lived in the Chiefs 
Mess who was the best swim¬ 
mer I*ve ever seen. 

One day a snake came up the 
monsoon ditch by the sports 
field. At the shout of‘snake!’ all 
the football matches were aban¬ 
doned and all the brave mate- 
lots fled to the balcony of the 
beer bar and remained there 
until a groundsman killed it. 

Terror must have been a very 
good draft for anybody posted 
there permanently — J.Wood. 
Blackpool. 

i—Kiel-i 
link 
offer 

I am writing on behalf of 
the Ship's Company of the 
German FPB Zobel. We 
would like to have a 
partner ship in the Royal 
Navy so that we can ex¬ 
change details of our acti¬ 
vities, our life on board and 
in the harbour where we 
are based. 

I appreciate that people 
move around more in the 
Royal Navy than we do, 
nevertheless we would like 
to try and form this friend¬ 
ship — if necessary with 
an individual who would 
like a German pen pal. — 7 
Schnellbootgesch wader, 
ZOBEL, Bootsman M.F.isen- 
hut, Schwcrincr Strassc 17, 
24106 Kiel. (W) Germany. 


Naval & Military Auction 

Saturday 21 May at 12.30pm 



At the Royal Logistic Corps, 
Thatcham, Nr. Newhury, Berks 

To include HM Ships Bells, Naval Cutlasses, Musical 
Instruments, Royal Marine Side Drums, Scottish Regimental 
Waist Plates and The Monarch’s Bodyguard Greatcoats. 

Viewing : Wednesday 18 May Friday 20 Mav 10am-4pm 
and morning of sale 9am 12noon. (Entry to view ami 
the sale strictly by catalogue only, L6 each inc. p&p). 

Enquiries : Richard O'Callaghan or Simon McLeod 

Tel: (071) 629 6602 



101 New Bond Street, London Wl Y 0AS 
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HISTORY 
BY MAIL 
ORDER 


The Royal Naval Philatelic Society has lately aroused a lot of 
interest in RN enthusiasts — whether or not they are stamp 
collectors. 


This is thanks to the wealth of his¬ 
torical information provided in the 
RNPS’s series of wartime comme¬ 
morative covers — of which the one 
illustrated here is the latest. 

With the co-operation of many pri¬ 
mary sources, each event has been 
carefully researched by RNPS 
Organiser Charles Stirling who has 
gone on to produce a selection of 
insert cards carrying photographs, 
diagrams, drawings, extracts of re¬ 
ports of proceedings, press cuttings 
and other ephemera that provide a 
fascinating ‘time capsule*. 

In the course of this work he has 


met up with many survivors of World 
War II actions, including several 
highly decorated personalities who 
have signed limited numbers of his 
covers, thus enhancing their interest 
and appeal for collectors. 

For RNPS members, prices range 
from £3.95 to £9, according to the 
signatures and the value of the 
stamps they carry. When proceeds 
exceed costs, donations are made 
to charity. 

Contact Charles Stirling on 0705 
820921 (or Fax 0705 862437) for 
further details. 



Letters 


Whose map is 


this? 


When my husband bought a 
map and had it reframed he 
found this superb pencil draw¬ 
ing of a young Naval officer 
hidden underneath. 

We would like to be able to 
track the sitter down — would 
any of your readers know who 
he might be? — Mrs. G. Bal¬ 
linger, Sleaford. 

The silent 
service 

Why is it that the Maritime 
Regiment always gets far more 
mentions than the DEMS? Last 
year I was surprised to have 
been invited to be an escort for 
the record of the Battle of the 
Atlantic to the hiah altar in l i \ - 
crpool Cathedral — yet when 
details of the Order of Service 
were posted to me I was twice 



referred to as Mr Weeks. Royal 
Artillery. 

Even on the day I was re¬ 
ferred to as RAMR — not one 
mention of DEMS. 

Truly we arc the forgotten 
Navy. — H.J. Weeks, 
Bournemouth. 


VI bombs 
over Malta 

Ref your article on Miner III (March edition) I myself was 
serving in the wartime Miner VI based in Malta as a tender to 
HMS north and the 2nd Submarine Squadron. 

This was 1956-58 when our duties included recovery of 
torpedoes fired by the S and T boats — and also ex-German 
Vis that were fired off the cliffs at Malta and used by cruisers 
and destroyers for target practice. 

This was particularly difficult as the parachute acted as a 
sea anchor and so had to be released before the main body 
could be hoisted in board. 

Miner VI is still to be seen at Malta as a day cruise ship 
anchored in Sliema Creek when not at sea. — M. H. Banister, 
Eggbuckland, Plymouth. 

# A recovered VI on the fore-end of Miner VI. 
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THE FINEST CAR PURCHASE PLAN 
AT HOME AND OVERSEAS 







HOTLINE 
0367 241225 

SOEUd. 

HttlKlST. FariDgdoo, 
Oiloci WT $ML 


The Royal Navy Concession Purchase 

Ship or shore based, overseas or in the UK: If you are considering a new 
car. Tax Free for export or UK Tax Paid for use in Britain you could he on 
the way to owning a prestigious new Rover at well below UK List 
Price. There will he a big saving from the Rover concession. 

• Expert advice and test drive • Delivery where you want it — shipping 
arranged • Flexible finance — tailored to suit you (subject to status) 

• Used car disposal facility • Wide spread after sales care network • Fast 
efficient mail order system. 

For the full story - call us now or send the coupon for your full colour 
Rover information pack. 


ROVER 


S C E 


Name _ 
Addrrvs 


1 ilk Rank 


Tel Day 


_Tcl Eve 


Car fur use in (country h _ 

I ant interested In HOO Series Q 600 Series □ 400 Senes Q 

200 Cabriolet Q Montego Estate Q Metro Q Mini Q 


Dale Required . 
2UO Saloon □ 


200< oupe O 
Land Ruser Defender Q 

Land Rower Discovery Q Range Roser Q TAX FREE FOR EXPORT Q TAX PAID FOR I K USE Q 

fost to SCE Lid FREEPOST, Faringdon. Oxon SN** SHR (No stamp required if mailed in UK or RFPO) 
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Helping Hands 



i-as 

P 




Boxing 

clever 


The hard hitters of the 
South West Physical Train¬ 
ing Branch Association 
slogged it out at the RN 
Open and Intermediate 
Championships held in 
HMS Drake and from the 
two events £312 was 
raised for the Children in 
Need Appeal. 

BBC presenter Craig 
Rich was on hand to re¬ 
ceive the cheque from 
physical training instruc¬ 
tors Brum Edwards, of 
HMS Drake, and Nobby 
Clarke, of HMS Defiance. 


Stonehouse 
children say 
it with flowers 

A 25-year old tradition was played out for the last 
time as staff and children from High Street Primary 
School, in Stonehouse, celebrated their annual school 
flower service in the Church of the Good Shepherd at 
RNH Stonehouse, Plymouth, which is due to close in 
March next year. 

As they have done for the last quarter of a century, 
children from the school brought gifts of flowers into 
the church and later distributed them around the wards 
with the hospital’s matron, pictured below, Chief Nurs¬ 
ing Officer Patricia Hambling QARNNS. 

In appreciation of their kind gifts over the years Ma¬ 
tron and her nursing officers made a return visit to the 
school to hand out Easter eggs to the children. 

Picture LA(Phot) Andy White 


N 




Car insurance 

Is your premium over £300? 
Royal Navy personnel 
can save £££'s 

Call Admiral at Lloyd's free on 

0800 600 800 

Please quote reference NAV 

Weekdays 8 am to 10 pm Saturdays 9 am to 2 pm 

Pleas© only call if renewing in next 30 days 

A 58" LLOYD'S 

Admiral •►» ionmm 

Mankind UK only 

» lor WkM lyndcUn M Lloyd ft 


Major Travel Pic 
(Forces) 


»following mtvc«i to merrtoer* of the Armed Forces 
and then Famrfie*. at the lowest paces > 


INDIVIDUAL FLIGHTS 
GROUP TRAVEL 
ACCOMMODATION 
CAR HIRE 


AIRPORT TRANSFERS 
FORCES INSURANCE 
FULL ITINERARIES 
SPECIAL REQUIREMENTS 



GROUP PACKAGES FOR MAJOR SPORTING FIXTURES 

Call Rob Thompson today 

Tel . 0752 556771 Fax: 0752 556979 


Major Travel Me 
(FORCES) 


VUktDUB 
Plymouth, PL2 3EB 



SPECIAL D-DAY BOUQUET 
From 


mrwm 




D-DAY 

SPECIAL 

€10.50 




12 ROM S 

24 ROSES 

12 CARNATIONS 

IOFREESIA 

BOUQUET 

BOUQUET 

BOUQUET 

BOUQUET 



D-DAY 
SPECIAL 
£ 20.00 

A Iso A vai!able 

RcUPmL Ydlow'GokI (Uryc).JCI3J13 

RcU PmL Yclkm (iokl tUrye).AIK-MI 

RcxlPmL Mixed .112.50 

Mixed with tern.114.75 

SfKvul Mixed..122 

PmL Red CatiewixTrocihTcis. LI6. 

Ro^CarwtKinvFnxM*Fern .J.I7. 

Spray CanutionvFfcV'U'Fem.111.50 


A selection of beautiful hand made “LuddltcT British Safe!) Standard 

ftirtx ♦ trdcr (term j\ jibNe up* requed All pneo me hide PP jnd VAT 

_— VISA/ACCES/AM EXP CARDS ACCEPTKD <-» 
fine Expiry Dale) 

Please make cheque nr PO payable in: 

JOY’S ROSES AND TOYS. Flamingo. Bas 
/^-vCapelles, St Sampson, Guernsey, Cl GY2 4\VB 
\DJ Telephone: (04X1) 46708 Fax: (0481) 43406 





Warm reception 
up in the Arctic 


During one of her last 
visits to the Royal Marines 
of 42 Cdo in northern Nor¬ 
way, out-going Miss Globe 
and Laurel, Amanda John¬ 
son, met children at Har- 
stad’s Sletta Bamahaqe. 

Accompanied by Capt 
Hugh Milner, the Liaison 
Officer attached to DKN 
HQ in Harstad, she pre¬ 
sented “Commando Teddy 
Bears,” T-shirts and draw¬ 
ing sets given to the chil¬ 
dren by the Marines. 

The Sletta Barnahage, 
which is one of 20 run by 
the Harstad community, 
looks after 24 children who 
suffer with asthma aller¬ 
gies. Grete Forsberg, who 
runs the kindergarten, 
hopes the visit by Miss 
Globe and Laurel and the 
Royal Marines will gener¬ 
ate more interest and help 
create additional units for 
disadvantaged children. 


BOBBY 

MEETS 

THE 

DUKE 

Youngster Bobby Cowan, 
from Farnborough. was HMS 
Southampton’s guest of honour 
when he visited the ship to ac¬ 
cept a cheque for over £ 1.000. 

Bobby, who has special 
needs, travelled to Portsmouth 
with his parents to receive the 
money which was raised by the 
ship’s company during their 
Adriatic deployment. While the 
ship sailed from Trieste to Ven¬ 
ue B group of sailors pedalled 
the 110-mile land route, gener¬ 
ously sponsored by their ship¬ 
mates. The cash raised will go 
towards buying a special 
wheelchair. 

On the same day three-times 
world boxing champion Duke 
McKenzie was also visiting the 
destroyer to meet up with the 
RN’s boxing team and was de¬ 
lighted to present the cheque to 
Bobby and his family. 
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In step at Temeraire 



When Gordon Carling Residential Home for handicapped people at Kingsbridge, in Devon, needed 
a ‘ helping hand” Special Duties Course Number 57 from Britannia Royal Naval College provided 36! 
While the 23 residents of the home were out for the day SD57 set to work and decorated five 
bedrooms, two bathrooms and removed carpets from the passageway of the home with all work 
complete for the residents' return at the end of the day. Pictured with SD57 is Mrs Anne Dewick who 
runs the home. 


“Step forward, thai 
man" . . . congratula¬ 
tions to CPOPT Vic 
Jones, from HMS Te¬ 
meraire, for helping to 
organise a series of keep- 
fit classes in aid of the 
Starlight Foundation. 

Dedicated keep-fit fanatics 
from the Portsmouth area took 
part in step classes, lane swims 
and circuit training as part of a 
nationwide campaign and 
raised over £1.200. 

The earth also moved at 
RNEC Manadon where S/Lt 
Pam Fisher and her hunch of 
willing volunteers from her 
regular step class took part in a 
two-hour step marathon raising 
plenty of money — and plent> 
of sweat — in aid of the foun¬ 
dation which grants “dreams 
come true" to seriously ill 
children. 

□ □ □ 

Handicapped children at 
Ashtons < ireen Spec ini Sc bool, 
in St Helens, received an earl> 
visit from the Easter Bunn> 
when Senior Rates from IIMS 
Inskip presented them with a 
cheque lor £200 and a selection 
of Easter eggs The money and 
eggs were raised at .» charity 
Easter Bunny Race Night held 
in the Senior Rates Mess. 
Links were established with the 
school through MAA Ian Rigbx 
whose nine-year old daughter is 
a pupil at Ashtons Green. 

□ □ □ 

Personnel at IIMS Drake 
took the plunge and raised cash 
fora variety of charities in the 
British Telecom National Swi- 
mathon. The gruelling event 
was started by Commodore 


Johnson at Drake's recently re¬ 
furbished pool. 

□ □ □ 

While deplosed in the Adri¬ 
atic the Rosyth-bascd Type 42 
destroyer IIMS Edinburgh 
raised over £353 from a ship's 
raffle for the Leonard Cheshire 
Foundation. 

□ □ □ 

Robert Solway. Right Wor¬ 
shipful Master of the Freema¬ 
sons' Lodge in Rosyth handed 
over £400 to I S snaun Hen- 
nessy of HMS York to boost an 
appeal fund for equipment to 
help children suffering from 
sight problems. Shaun's son 


Marc was bom with bilateral 
retinalblastoma and attends a 
special school in Newcastle 
upon Tyne. His father set up 
the appeal to buy a Horizon 
Duo System for the school to 
help Marc and other partially- 
sighted children learn to read 
and write by enlarging the writ¬ 
ten word and pictures to a size 
they will be able to sec. Of the 
£2.050 required. £1.096 has al¬ 
ready been raised. 

□ □ □ 

( lass 1.0574, from the Me¬ 
chanics Training School at 
HMS Collingwood have taken 
part in a sponsored penalty 


shoot-out at Portsmouth Foot¬ 
ball Club. The event, which was 
organised in aid of the Solent 
Multiple Sclerosis Therapy 
Centre, raised £101. 

□ □ □ 

While taking part in Squadex 
2 the ship's company of HMS 
Calliope raised over £500 for 
Ward 14. the children's ward, 
at Newcastle upon Tyne's Roy¬ 
al Victoria Infirmary, by host¬ 
ing a sponsored shave. 

□ □ □ 

Part I Trainees from Drake 
Division. HMS Raleigh raised 
£140 for their adopted charity, 
the Plymouth Maternity Trust 


Fund, based at Dernford Hos¬ 
pital. The maternity unit and 
Drake Division have three of 
their wards and mess decks 
named after the same I ype 21 
frigates, namely Norfolk. Lan¬ 
caster and Argyll. 

□ □ □ 

Two runners from RNC 
Greenwich raised in excess of 
£1.000 for Christchurch Forum 
b> taking part in the New \ «uk 
City Marathon. Lt Cdr Mike 
Farrage. now based in HMS 
Raleigh, and Lt David Walsh 
presented the cheque to Mr Ian 
Owcrs and Mrs Wendy Turner. 
□ □ □ 

While inside the Antarctic 
Circle C pi PT2 Robert Beau¬ 
champ and Mnc Mark Savory, 
part of the RM detachment on 
board HMS Endurance, raised 
over £600 for the Peanut Ward, 
a children*! burnt* unit in 
Southampton. by completing 
270 overgrasp pull-ups and 270 
parallel bar dips in 30 minutes. 
□ □ □ 

NATO personnel represent¬ 
ing the UK. Portugal and the 
USA ran. swam and hiked their 
way from Gibraltar to Oeiras. 
Portugal, to raise mone> foi 
charity. The seven men. all 
working for Commander-in 
Chief Atlantic Area Headquar¬ 
ters, raised about £1.640 for 
cancer research during the 430- 
miles triathlon from HMS 
Rookc to CINCIBERLANT. 
The event was organised by 
CPOPT Steve Penberthy as a 
tribute to his wife who is bat¬ 
tling bravely against the 
disease. 

□ □ □ 

Ten members of the Band of 
the Ro>al Marines. Flag Officer 
Plymouth, found themselves 


playing a much smaller venue 
than usual when they were in¬ 
vited to entertain residents at 
Ashleigh Manor Residential 
Home. Plympton. The Brass 
Quintet and Woodwind Quin¬ 
tet were warmly received by all 
the residents, in particular Mr 
Bill Gcach. for whom the visit 
was organised. Bill is an ex-ser¬ 
viceman of the Royal Army 
Service Corps who now enjoys 
all kinds of military music. 

□ □ □ 

Members of Green Watch 

based at the Communications 

t tuire. Faslane, t<>»>k t<> tiu* 

hills to raise money for York- 
hill Children's Hospital, in 
Glasgow. After a l 3-hour night- 
shift, they ignored their beds to 
walk 13 miles from the base, 
via Glen Fruin. to Helensburgh 
and raised almost £300. 

□ □ □ 

The Education Department. 
CTCRM, took part in the an¬ 
nual multi-terrain, "edge-of- 
sanity" Lympstone to Poole 
race, contested bewcen RM 
Poole and CTCRM. and raised 
£570. The money will enable 
cerebral palsy sufferer Rhona 
O'Donnel. daughter of a former 
Marine, to buy an adjustable 
table for her typewriter, the 
only form of communication 
she is able to use. 

□ □ □ 

The Children’s Development 
Centre, Portsmouth, has re¬ 
ceived a £200 donation from 
Captain Weapons Trial and 
Acceptance. Staff raised the 
money by holding a variety of 
events including a sponsored 
slim and a “guess the number 
of pieces of pasta in the jar" 
competition. 


If You’re Buying 



■ — 


...Until You Send In The Form 


\Ahen cars are part exchanged, the 
trade' work on the principle that 
"There's only so much in a deal" - a 
good new car discount means less 
money for your old one and vice 
versa. 

Fortunately, with Natocars you get no 
vice and plenty of versa! Qjr straight 
dealing gives you the choice of over 
700 models, with our discounted 
prices published up front' in our 
comprehensive Buying Guide. 

\Ate then offer the best trade-in price 
based on real market values. 

Wherever you are • sNp or shore 
based - Natocars have a purchase 
scheme for you. from exclusive 
discounts on tax paid and tax free 
cars to a guaranteed quality, low 
mileage, one owner used car. 


Please give me o port entange estimate for. 


I 

I 

I 

I 

I 

I 


MAKE 


MODEL 

TYPE (L, IX, ETC.) 


ENGINE C.Cs COLOUR 

UK REG NO 


CHASSIS NO 

NUMBER OF PREVIOUS OWNERS 


ACTUAL (M MILES/KILOS 

DATE FIRST REGISTERED 


IS YOUR CAR TAX PAID/FREE 

HAS CAR CURRENT MOT CERT 


FULL DEALER SERVICE RECORD 

RANK 

SURNAME 

INITIALS 

PRESENT ADDRESS 


TEL. HOME 

TEL WORK 

EXTN 

FAX 


Please send the Nanxars Buying & Price Guide, car brochures of my choice, plus S 


New (or Make 




I om interested in: 
lox Paid (ors Finance Rotes 

lox Free (ors (or Insurance 

Used (ors □ Discounts 


Delivery dote reqwred: 


For use oi (Country): 


HATOCAR% Send t0 Natocors M Rood 

Bndgwoter • Somerset • T*6 4DG 


Please lick for 
condition of car. 


Above 
Average 
for Age 


Below 

Average Average 
for Age for Age 


ENGINE 

GEARBOX 

CLUTCH 

BRAKES 

STEERING 

TYRES 

BATTERY 

CARPETS 

SEATS 

BODY/PAINTWORK 
EXHAUST SYSTEM 







Circle for speefcoton 
4/5 GEARS • MANUAL / AUTOMATIC 
UK / EURO SPEC. • 2 / 3 / 4 / 5 DOORS 
LEFT / RIGHT HAND DRIVE 
SALOON / HATCH / ESTATE / C0UP£ 
CONTINENTAL AND/OR UK HEADLIGHTS 

If your present cor is on credit stole the opprox 
amount outstanding at time of hondover 

i/m 

Nome/Address of Fmonce Company 


Tel. No 
Account No 


i 

i 

i 

i 

i 

i 


\tou also have the option of a low rate 
finance plan with credit protection, 
an extra discount on you insuance 
premium, special concessions for 
ferry travel and doorstep delivery. 

So, send or fax the form for a no 
obligation' estimate for your present 
car and receive you free copy of 
Natocars 1 Guide to Car Buying plus 
car brochues of you choice or our 
used car list. 


NATOCARS 

Wo Afocsi Ye**. t 

Wylds Rd. • Bridgwater • Somerset • TA6 4DG 
Tel 0278 455555 • Fax 0278 450396 
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Following the Officer Study Group proposals to reshape the offi¬ 
cer corps and adopt a “platform-derived structure," the size and 
shape of the new corps needs to be evaluated before the Navy 
Board gives the go-ahead. This task has been given to the Re¬ 
quirement Evaluation Team. Assisting them with their enquiries 
will be some 5.000 RN and RM officers who will be completing a 
job related questionnaire. The team is lead by Captain Peter 
Kidner, pictured above with team members Capt Steve Wother- 
spoon, RM, WO Rod Lewis and WTR Jim Mumby. — DCI RN 93/94 




Disaster at sea can strike at any time. But life 
ashore has its disasters too - when sailors grow 
old, become disabled, fall on hard times, leave 
widows to be cared for and children to be 
educated. 

King George’s Fund looks after Royal Navy and 
Royal Marines widows and orphans from two 
World Wars and the Falklands Campaign to the 
present day. It is also the vital safety net for the 
many organisations serving the Merchant and 
Fishing Fleets. Every year, some 80 or more 
maritime charities receive over £2m in help 
from KGFS. 

Sadly, the need continues to grow and we need 
your help to continue caring for the sea’s 
victims in the years ahead. Please support us 
with your donation now, and please remember 
KGFS in your Will. 


For those in peril.. 


KING 

GEORGE’S 
RJNDforSAILORS 

The Safety Net for all Seafarers 

8 Hither ley Street. London SWlP 2YY M 071- 932 0000 Chatty 226446 


RATES 

IN 

BRIEF 


Warfare Branch (Abovewater 
Warfare Weapons Group) 

Warrant Officer WCXAWW) 

Orel Petty Officer (Abovewater 
Warfare Weapons) CPO(AWW) 

Petty Officer (Abovewater Warfare 
Weapons) POfAWW) 

Leading Operator Meehan* 
(Abovewater Warfare Weapons) 
LOM(AWW> 

Operator Mechanic (Abovewater 
Warfare) 1st Class OM(AW)1 
Operator Mechanic (Abovewater 
Warfare) 2nd Class OM(AW)2 
Junior Operator Mechanic (Abovewalcr 
Warfare) 1st Class JOM(AW)l 
Junior Operator Mechanic (Abovewater 
Warfare) 2nd Class JOM(AW)2 

Note l For female ratings the rate 
titles arc varied where appropriate to 
include W before Operator for 
Leading Rate and below and before 
Abovewater Warfare Weapons tor 
Petty Officer and above 


Warfare Branch (Abovewater 
Warfare Tactical Group) 

Warrant Officer WO(AWT) 

Chief Petty Officer (Abovewalcr 
Warfare Tactical) CPO(AWT) 

Petty Offcc' (Abovewafer Warfare 
Tactical PO(AWT) 
l.cadmg Operator Meehan*: 

(Abovewater Warfare Tactical) LOM(AWT) 
Operator Meehan* (Abovewater 
Warfare) 1st Class OM(AW)l 
Operator Meehan* (Abovewalcr 
Warfare) 2nd Class OM(AW)2 
Junior Operator Meehan* (Abovewater 
Warfare) 1st Class JOM(AW)i 
Junior Operator Meehan* (Abovewater 
Warfare) 2nd Class JOMf AW)2 

Note 1 For female rahngs the rate 
titles are varied where appropriate to 
**kjdt W before Operator for 
leading Rate and below and before 
Abovewalcr Warfare Tactical for Petty 
Officer and above 


Warfare Branch (Communications 
Submarine Group) 

Warrant Officer WO(CSM) 

Chief Petty Officer (Commurvcations 
SM) CPOtCSM) 

Petty Officer (Communications SM) 
PO(CSM) 

Leadmg Operator Meehan* 
(Communications SM) lOM(CSM) 
Operator Meehan* (Communications 
SM) 1st Class OM(CSM)l 
Operator Meehan* (Commurvcations 
SM) 2nd Class OM(CSM)2 
Jumor Operator Meehan* 
(Commurvcations SM) 1st Class 
JOM(CSM)i 

jumor operator Meehan* 
(Communications SM) 2nd Class 
JOM(CSM)2 

Warfare Branch (Tactical Submarine 
Group) 

Warrant Officer WOfTSM) 

Chief Petty Officer (Tactcat SM) 
CPO(TSM) 

Petty Officer (Tactical SM) PO(TSM) 
Leading Operator Meehan* (Tactical 
SM) lOMtTSM) 

Operator Meehan* (Tactical SM) 1st 
Class OM(TSM)1 

Operator Meehan* (Tactical SM) 2nd 
Class OM(TSM)2 

Jumor Operator Meehan* (Tactical 
SM) 1st Class JOM(TSM)l 
Jumor Operator Meehan* (Tactical 
SM) 2nd Class JOM(TSM)2 

Warfare Branch (Waapons 
Submarine Group) 

Warrant Officer WO<WSM) 

CNef Petty Ofhcer (Weapons SM) 
CPO(WSM) 

Petty Off*er (Weapons SM) POfWSM) 
Leading Operator Meehan* (Weapons 
SM) lOMfWSM 

Operator Mechamc (Weapons SM) 1st 
Class OM(WSM)i 

Operator Mechamc (Weapons SM) 2nd 
Class OM(WSM)2 

Jumor Operator Mechamc (Weapons 
SM) 1st Class JOM(WSM)1 
Jumor Operator Mechamc (Weapons 
SM) 2nd Class JOM(WSM)2 

Warfare Branch (Sensors 
Submanne Group) 

Warrant Officer WOfSSM) 

CNef Petty Officer (Sensor SM) 
CPO(SSM) 

Petty Officer (Sensor SM) PCXSSM) 
Leadmg Operator Mechamc (Sensor 
SM) LOMfSSM) 

Operator Mechamc (Sensor SM) 1st 
Class OM(SSM)i 

Operator Mechamc (Sensor SM) 2nd 
Class OM(SSM)2 

Jumor Operator Mechamc (Sensor SM) 
1st Class JOM(SSM)t 
Jumor Operator Mechamc (Sensor) 2nd 
Class OM(SSM)2 


Warfare Branch — Not Categonzed 

Operator Mechamc 2nd Class OM2 
Jumor Operator Mechamc t st Class 
JOM1 

Jumor Operator Mechamc 2nd Class 
JOM2 

Warfare Branch — Not Categonzed 
(Females) 

Operator Mechamc 2nd Class WOM? 
Jumor Operator Mechamc 1st Class 
JWOMf 

Jumor Operator Mechamc 2nd Class 
JWOM2 


DCI RN 273/93 


Accumulate 
to decorate 



The Queen has approved the introduction of a new medal to be awarded for 
aggregated service since 14 Aug 1969 in those theatres where the current General 
Service Medal (1962) with clasp has been awarded. 


Cooking with 
or without 

British Gas Awards for Defence Energy Efficiency will be 
made in November. Entries from RN units and establishments 
— which do not have to be gas users — should be sent to 
DNIE, Rm 402. Archway Block South, Old Admiralty Building, 
Spring Gardens. London SW1A 2BE by 29 July. 

The awards are made to UK units deemed to have made the 
most significant contribution to non-operational energy effi¬ 
ciency during the year. 

Last year HM Naval Base Portsmouth (East) and Devonport 
Management Ltd were highly commended. 

— DCI Gen 57/94 

/ 


The Accumulated Cam¬ 
paign Service Medal 
(ACSM) will currently 
apply to: 

• Northern Ireland 14 Aug 
1969 to a date to be decided 

• Dhofar I Oct 1969-30 Sepl 
1976. 

• Lebanon 7 Feb 1983-9 
March 1984. 

• Mine C learance of Suez 15 
Aug 1984-15 Oct 1984 

• Gulf 17 Nov 1986-28 Feb 
1989. 

• Kuwait 8 March 1991-30 
Sepl 1991. 

• Northern Iraq and Southern 
Turkey 6 April 1991-17 Julv 
1991. 

Purpose of the ACSM is to 
recognise 36 or more months of 
services which have qualified 
for a clasp or clasps to the GSM 
6 2 Qualifying service l<»i 
medals which are specific to 
certain theatres of operation — 
such as Rhodesia. South Atlan¬ 
tic. Gulf — will not count 
towards the ACSM since such 
service will already have been 
recognised. 

Thus to be awarded the 
ACSM an individual must be 
the holder of the GMS 62 with 
one or more of the clasps listed 
above and have completed a 
total of 36 months* campaign 
service, which includes the qua¬ 
lifying periods of the clasp or 
clasps held. 

Once a clasp to the GSM for 
a particular theatre has been 
awarded, all subsequent ser¬ 
vice. however short, in that 
theatre may be counted 
towards the ACSM. 


Training 

fixtures 

A full list of sports training 
courses — physical training, 
proficiency, coaching and offi¬ 
ciating — is given for 1994-95. 

— DCI RN 47/94 

Squatters’ 

rights 

Rules governing encroach¬ 
ments — “authorised tempo¬ 
rary use of MOD land or build¬ 
ings b) off-duty Service 
personnel. MOD civilian em¬ 
ployees or Depanmental asso¬ 
ciated bodies such as C adet 


Force units and Wives clubs for 
semi-official and recognised 
recreational purposes beyond 
agree Service scales" — have 
been revised. 

A list of examples of 
approved sports, recreational 
and welfare activities is given. 

— DCI Gen 59/94 

Kit down 
in price 

Due to a slight decrease in 
the on-costs added to the basic 
price, many it not most of the 
issuing prices of stores clothing 
items have come down this 
year. 

— DCI RN 48/94 


Clasps 

Service in respect of anv 
future clasps to the GSM 62 
will count towards the AC SM 
and if and when the GSM 62 is 
superseded, the regulations 
covering its successor w ill make 
clear whether the same arrange¬ 
ments with regard to the ACSM 
will apply. 

Several examples are 
illustrated. 

The round silver medal will 
carry the crowned effigy of the 
Queen on the obverse and on 
the reverse the inscription ‘For 
Accumulated Campaign Ser¬ 
vice*. The ribbon will be in 
purple and green with a stripe 
of gold to denote excellence. 

When the ribbon is worn 
alone, clasps will be denoted by 
rosettes. 

The ACSM will he worn im¬ 
mediately after the Medal for 
Meritorious Service. It does not 
attract the use of post nominal 
letters. 

Single Services and < M<IKi 
Honours will promulgate in¬ 
structions as to how indiv iduals 

are to apply tor the tCSM 

which will not be available for 
some months. 

— DCI Gen 65/94 



LASERASE 



SAFE. EFFECTIVE, 

MEDICALLY APPROVED 
LASER TREATMENT 
FOR TATTOO REMOVAL 
As featured on BBC1 A ITV 

TATTOO REMOVAL 

• vastly superior to conventional 

METHODS 

• NO EVIDENCE OF SCARRINO IN OVER 20,000 
TREATMENTS 


• TREATMENT ONLY BY QUALIFIED DOCTORS 

• REGISTERED IN THE UK WITH THE LOCAL 
HEALTH AUTHORITY 

• F REE CONSULTATION 


FOR 

FREE CONSULTATION 


TELEPHONE: 


Belfast 

0232 439383 

Notimgham 

0602 799633 

Birmingham 

0384 412612 

Plymouth 

0752 607252 

Bradford 

0274 501000 

Sheffield 

0742 687468 

Dublin 

6768366 

Southend 

0702 526560 

Edinburgh 

031 555 6822 



Hull 

0482 441 444 

LONDON 


Liverpool 

051 708 9994 

Barking 

081 591 2271 

Manchester 

061 273 1894 

Croydon 

081 665 9380 

Newcastle 

091 213 0666 

Wembley 

081 385 0422 
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Home Contents and Military Kit 
insurance at an unbelievable price. 

Call us on 0303 850888 quoting ref.NN2 

(lines open 9am to 5pm Monday co Friday) or Freepost the coupon to us. 


Any insurance company in Civvy Street can 
give you cover for your home contents. But just 
try asking for cover in case of theft of your CD 
Player from your locker aboard ship. 

You need a unique scheme designed to suit 
your unique way of life. Most importantly you 
deserve great value for money. 

Home and Dry Insurance has been created 
for the Royal Navy and Royal Marines, including 
Reserves and Ex-Service personnel. Home and 
Dry covers you and your family’s possessions at 
home, at work, at sea or deployed anywhere in 
the world on detachment. Wherever you are 
you’re covered. Even personnel who do not own 
a home or have a family can benefit from our 
Kit Insurance Plan. 


This exclusive scheme includes many features 
designed especially with you in mind. 


♦ Cover for damages to Naval quarters 

♦ “New for old” cover 

♦ Automatic reinstatement of your sum insured 
following a claim 

♦ £750 loss of oil or metered water 

♦ £300 fridge/freezer contents cover 

♦ 24-hour Helpline service 

♦ £5,000 fatal injury benefit 

♦ Replacement keys and locks cover up to £250 

♦ Alternative accommodation up to 20% of the 
sum insured on contents 

♦ Loss of service ID card up to £25 

♦ Loss or damage to contents as a result of 
terrorist acts (inc. N.Ireland) 

♦ Temporary issue Naval supplies up to £1,000 
for 180 days on loan 


No other insurance company will give you 
this unique cover in one policy. 

rr. : Christopher Paul Insurance Services, 
Freepost DR2, Folkestone, Kent CT20 3BR. 

Please send me further details of HOME AMD DRY 
Home Contents and Military Kit insurance. 

I would/would not like someone to visit me in 

person tO explain the product. (Delete as appropriate.) 

Name_ 

Correspondence address: _ 


Royal Navy CH Royal Marines [Z1 (Please tick one bo*.) 
Other (Please specify)_ 




Insurance arranged by Christopher Paul Insurance Services, a division of Bain Clarkson Limited, Westbournc House, Coolinge Lane, Folkestone, Kent CT20 3RH. 
Registered in England No. 1034545. Registered Office: 15 Minorics, London EC3N 1NJ. an Inchcape Company, and underwritten by Norwich Union Fire Insurance Society Limited. 
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Stop smoking and 
get more mileage 


. . . That’s the message which came 
from the RN Families' Centre in Rosyth on 
national No Smoking Day when naval wives 
were able to test their fitness levels on ex¬ 
ercise bikes provided by the PTs from HMS 
Cochrane. 

Mrs Lorraine Reid, whose husband 
“Blood” is an LMEM serving in the mine 
countermeasures vessel HMS Bicester, 
looked worried as she checked her pro¬ 
gress. Her daughters seven-year-old Ash¬ 


ley and five-year-old Kerry wanted her to 
stop her 20-a-day habit so she was trying 
that little bit harder when the big day came 
around! 

Pictured waiting their turn to be tested 
are Jan Messenger, whose husband Andy 
is a CPOMEA at HMS Neptune, and Lorraine 
Marsh, whose husband Swampy serves in 
HMS Edinburgh. Taking an accurate record 
of their work-out is LPT Scotty Mather. 


TRUST IS IN 


GOOD HANDS 

The new Chief Executive (Designate) of the Housing Trust is Mr James Robinson, until 
recently Policy Co-ordinator and Chief Executive City of Bristol. 

On taking up his post Mr rent arrangements. 


up his post 
Robinson will work closely 
with the MOD Housing Trust 
Team (HTT) to define in detail 
the future structure and man¬ 
ning requirements of the Hous¬ 
ing Trust and. most important¬ 
ly, to plan the implementation 
of changes to the existing Ser¬ 
vice housing organisations. 

The HTT reached its first 
major milestone last year when 
it concluded the validation 
phase of its work. This set out 
to examine whether a Housing 
Trust would be able to provide 
a housing service which would 
meet the Services’ needs and, if 
so, whether it could do so as 
cost-effcctively as under cur- 


The concept remains that all 
MQs should be sold off to the 
Housing Trust on a leasehold 
basis, the Trust paying the 
MOD a capital sum for the 
lease. In return. MOD will rent 
properties from the Trust |o 
meet their accommodation 
requirements. 

As part of the contract, the 
Housing Trust will be required 
to upgrade the standard of 
MQs to the Services’ own spe¬ 
cification. There would be no 
change to the way in which MQ 
charges arc levied through pay 
and the level of charges will 
continue to be those recom¬ 
mended by the AFPRB. 


In the name 
of the father 


An increasing number of Service personnel are being approached by the Child 
Support Agency (CSA) and, not surprisingly, this is causing concern and anxiety 
among the families involved. 


PLAQUE 

A proud possession today .,m treasured 
heirloom for generations to come! 

* 8" high, 22 carat Gold finish 

* Over 100 Diamond-cut I 

Swarovski stones 

-*■ Emerald, Sapphire, i 

Blue Zircon, Amethyst, I 

Ruby & Rose ciystals I 

D-Day, June 6. 1944 was the most 
momentous 24 hours in the history of 
the 20th century. As a tribute to the 
brave allied forces and civilians who 
fought the bloodiest and the longest war 1 

of all times, we at Sterling Mint are 
proud to present this very special 50th 
Anniversary' Plaque, depicting the Allied ’ 
invasion of the five Normandy Beaches- 
Utah. Omaha. Gold. Juno and Sword. 

Truly the entire historic occasion is 
beautifully captured in this superb plaque. 

* NO TWO PIECES ARE ALIKE as all 
diamond-cut crystals are hand-set, in UK. 

* CERTIFICATE OF AUTHENTICITY 
hand numbered in gold is supplied. 

As specialist suppliers we cut out the 
middle men and offer you this plaque at 
the incredible price of C49.99 plus Cl.99 
p&p and insurance, saving you a massive 
CoO off the recommended retail price of 
C99.95. We also give you the option of 
paying in two easy installments. With the 
order simply send two cheques of €26 
each, one to be banked now and the other 
next month. Or simplv pav bv credit-card 
or Switchcard. GUARANTEE If not 
satisfied return within 10 days for refund. 

STERLING MINT, (Dept N), PO Box 23, 
Hornchurch, Essex RM12 4QZ (UK) 


.. . '' 1 _ 


STERLING MINT 


EXCLUSIVE 




Rhone orders 

0708 

444879 

Also available 
as wall plaque 
on request 


OS ERSEAS (By airmail! t SSH4 by chryur or creditcard to Sterling .Hint. 
Ils hreiyn Lome. 202 Roches t* r Hilly. »// i - to? I s I Teh313299 4096 


| Chcque»F0 to SltvfanfMvil (151.96 ndp&p or t*«> cheques of £26| 
I I - Quantity _ Debit my 


I 
I 

I Address. 

I_ 


MX Noc Kxptry dslt 




With this in mind the MOD 
is continuing dialogue with the 
CSA to resolve various issues. 
Service personnel should note, 
however, that they are not ex¬ 
empt from any of the Act’s 
provisions and arc expected to 
comply with those require¬ 
ments of the CSA applicable to 
the population at large. 

A particular concern has 
been the time allowed for re¬ 
sponding to Maintenance En¬ 
quiry Forms (MEF) and the in¬ 
clusion of allowances such as 
LOA in assessments. These is¬ 
sues have yet to be resolved. 

The time allowed for an 
MEF is 14 days after which a 
reminder is sent allowing a 
further 14 days (ie. a total of 28 

School 

appeal 

under 


sail 


This year sees the Tercen¬ 
tenary of Greenwich Hospital 
and, as one means of marking 
the occasion, the Royal Hos¬ 
pital School at Holbrook is 
seeking to acquire a 38 ft 
yacht at the cost of about 
£70,000. 

Because the improvement 
of navigation is one of the 
main aims of the Royal 
Charter of Greenwich Hospi¬ 
tal, and because of the value 
of sailing in the development 
of character and initiative, the 
director of Greenwich Hospi¬ 
tal is ready to contribute to 
the cost of the acquisition but 
has said that the school must 
also play its part. 

He is, therefore, prepared to 
match, pound for pound, up to 
£35,000 whatever the school 
can generate on its own initia¬ 
tive by sponsorship. 

Anyone wishing to contri 
bute towards the purchase of 
the yacht should contact The 
Bursar RHS (Yacht Fund). The 
Royal Hospital School, Ips¬ 
wich. Suffolk IP9 2RX. 


days). In the absence of a res¬ 
ponse the CSA will normally 
impose an interim assessment 
for deduction of earnings. 

Although Service personnel 
should aim to complete the 
MEF within this period it is re¬ 
cognised that some may not be 
able to do so — if on an over¬ 
seas deployment, for example. 

MOD is therefore trying to 
establish specific procedures 
with the CSA to ensure that 
Service personnel arc not pena¬ 
lised as a result of being pre¬ 
vented by their military duties 
from responding within the 
CSA deadline. Negotiations 
also continue with regard to the 
inclusion/exclusion of certain 
allowances in assessments. 

Any question of administra¬ 
tive action following the de¬ 
mands of the CSA should be 
dealt with in accordance with 
existing regulations. 

Where Serv ice personnel find 
themselves in financial difficul¬ 
ties as a result of CSA demands 
(hey should explain the situa¬ 
tion to their superiors and seek 
advice as required. 

Provided they do so and take 
all reasonable care in managing 
their finances it is not envis¬ 
aged that any Service personnel 
should be subjected to adminis¬ 


trative action. 

MOD will not, however, sup¬ 
port anyone who acts irrespon¬ 
sibly or dishonestly or chooses 
to ignore the requirements of 
the CSA. 

NPFS can provide informa¬ 
tion to people who may antici¬ 
pate an approach from CSA 
and will provide counselling 
and support on associated is¬ 
sues to those who seek it. How¬ 
ever, the process is essentially a 
legal matter and legal advice 
officers arc available by ap¬ 
pointment at main NPFS offi¬ 
ces as a first free step. 

Excellent 

occasion 

One of the first official ser¬ 
vices to be held in the ncwly- 
dcdicatcd church of St Barbara, 
in HMS Excellent, was the 
christening of iiu* daughtei <>t 
one of the ship’s company. 
Lauren Marie Faulkner, daugh¬ 
ter ot ABJ M ) Dean Faulkner 
and his wife Michelle was chris¬ 
tened by the Rev John Green. 

The occasion was the chance 
for relatives from as far afield 
as Tunbridge Wells and Stoke 
on Trent to meet the latest 
member of the family before 
Mum and Dad were posted to 
Gibraltar this month. 


Time for that 
special break 

Each year the Service Children’s Education Authority 
(SCEA) organises a holiday for Service children who 
have special educational needs. 

The 1994 holiday, sponsored by the Guild of St Helena and 
at no cost to parents, will take place at Avon Tyrrell Residen¬ 
tial Centre, Bransgore, Hants, from September 18-25. 

Children who attend are drawn from all three Services and 
should meet the following criteria — they should be between 
8-13 (inclusive) at the time of the holiday, their medical re¬ 
quirements must be able to be met by the general nursing 
service provided and they should be registered with SCEA as 
having special educational needs. 

If you have such a child and would like more details of the 
holiday contact SCEA Special Needs Office on Worthy Down 
military 2946 (0962 887946) or write to SCEA IB. HQ DGAGC. 
Worthy Down, Winchester, Hants SQ21 2RG. 
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Pictured with The Prince of Wales at the opening of the new 
Magnetic Resonance Imaging Unit at RNH Haslar are, from left, 
Surgeon Cdrs Jeremy Hogg and Lionel Jarvis, the radiologists 
involved in the procurement of the equipment, and Mr William 
Dowell, managing director of the manufacturers, Picker. 

After opening the unit The Prince of Wales was introduced to 
Service and civilian patients On E6 Orthopaedic Ward by Sister 
Sally Pike. 


If you have the confidence and strength of character to accept total responsibility 
for a high open-ended commission income write, outlining your experience and 
achievements to date, to: 

The Sales Director, Providence Capitol Life Assurance Company Limited, 
Providence House, 2 Bartley Way. Hook. Hants RG27 9XA. Tel: 0256 768888 


All change as job s 
combine 


At a formal change of command ceremony on board the flagship HMS Victory 
Admiral Sir Michael Layard became the first holder of the Navy's new combined 
post of Second Sea Lord and Commander-in-Chief Naval Home Command (2SL/ 
CNH). 


Admiral Layard then took up 
ofTicc in Victory Building, the 
Navy's first purpose-built high- 
tech headquarters in Ports¬ 
mouth naval base, the first time 
that a Sea Lord has been based 
outside the capital and the first 
time that a Department of 
State has merged with a com¬ 
mand HQ. 

Victory Building, the new 
home of the 2SL/CNH is situat- 


Pennant 
lowered 
in Nelson 

Last month the pennant of 
the Commodore of the 
Navy's shore establish¬ 
ment in Portsmouth, HMS 
Nelson, was hauled down 
for the last time. 

Commodore Roger 
Lowndes, who retires from 
the Navy, was the last in 
the line of 53 commodores 
who have flown their pen¬ 
nants at HMS Nelson since 
it was opened in 1903 as a 
naval barracks. He is 
superceded as command¬ 
ing officer of Nelson by 
Capt Andrew Slater. 

The change is linked to 
the reorganisation an¬ 
nounced last year of the 
Navy's regional command 
structure whereby the 
number of Area Flag Offi¬ 
cers is to be reduced from 
three to two. 

In April 1995, the post of 
Flag Officer Portsmouth — 
a rear admiral — will dis¬ 
appear and a new Flag 
Officer South will be estab¬ 
lished in Plymouth. 

Within the new organisa¬ 
tion both Portsmouth and 
Plymouth will have com¬ 
modores as naval base 
commanders, with the 
shore establishments HMS 
Nelson and HMS Drake 
having captains as their 
commanding officers. 


v; 


ed within the heritage area of 
the naval base and as such has 
been designed to blend in with 
its historic surroundings. So 
successful was its design that it 
was granted a Good Planning 
Award by Portsmouth City 
Council. 

The merger ol t Ik 2S1 (Ml 
stems from a rc-asscssmcnt of 
the role of the Armed Forces 
under the Prospect Study, 
which was a result of an im- 

E rovemcnt in internaiion.il tu¬ 
itions and the collapse of the 
Warsaw Pact, and the conse¬ 
quent need to restructure sup¬ 
port services has resulted in the 
integration of two of the largest 
elements of the Km.il N.iw 
The new organisation is res¬ 
ponsible for the provision of 
personnel policy and imple¬ 
mentation throughout the Ser¬ 
vice. for directing the alTairs of 
Naval Home Command in sup¬ 
port Of the Meet and tor activi¬ 
ties in support of the defence of 
the UK. 

It will combine, for the first 
time under one roof, both 
policy makers and imple¬ 
mented and will oversee all 
aspects of RN personnel from 
the early stages of cadet forces 
and recruiting and new entry, 
through the entire career man¬ 
agement ot an individual, be it 
officer or rating. 

HMS Defiance 

Meanwhile in Dcvonport 
CINCFLEET Admiral Sir 
Hugo White inspected ratings 
at HMS Defiance's final cere¬ 
monial divisions before the 
Fleet Maintenance Base was 
absorbed into the ncw-look 
HMS Drake, under the com¬ 
mand of Commodore Mike 
Johnson. 

The business management of 
Dcvonport naval base recently 
changed as a result of the \d- 
mi rally Board decision to ap¬ 
point a one star officer <( <>m 
modorc or equivalent) as Naval 
Base Commander 

As part of the formation of 
the Naval Support Command. 
Rear Admiral John Tolhurst 
(currently Flag Officer Sea 
Training and Naval Base Com¬ 
mander Portland), was re¬ 
lies ed. last month, as NBC' 


Unit switched 
on at Haslar 


Portland by the current IX*pu- 
ty, NBC', C'apt Stephen Gra¬ 
ham. Responsibility for Port¬ 
land Naval Base has now 
switched from CINCNAV- 
HOMF. to PO Plymouth. 

# Right: Admiral Sir Michael 
Layard inspects Divisions dur¬ 
ing the change of command 
ceremony on board HMS Vic¬ 
tory, watched by his prede¬ 
cessor, Admiral Sir John Kerr. 


VERY FEW CAREERS CAN MATCH 
_ THE R OYAL NAVY 

HERE'S ONE THAT DOES 


You have enjoyed a distinguished career in the world s 
finest Navy. You arc an Officer or Senior Rating. 

Now it's the time to enter civilian life. 

Because of your background, we know you’re 
disciplined, authoritative, hard-working, 
intelligent, mature and responsible. Just like our 
most successful Sales Associates and Managers. 

That's why we would like to talk to you. 

A long-term career structure 

Providence Capitol is one of the fastest 
growing financial services groups in the UK, 
dedicated to providing financial security and 
growth for its rapidly expanding portfolio of 
investors. 

Our hand-picked team of Sales Associates 
control their own working activities and take for 
granted the support of a dedicated and highly 
professional administration and, of course, an 
exciting long-term career structure. 

This is an elite team of high achieving men 
and women. 


Extensive full-time training 

It's a highly demanding but fulfilling business. 
Our Sales Associates work long hours, advising 
individuals who demand impeccable integrity and 
extensive financial wisdom. 

It’s a far cry from what you're doing now. 
That's why Providence Capitol will provide 
you with an extensive full-time training 
programme second to none. Furthermore, you will 
enjoy continuous on-the-job training during the 
whole of your career with the Company. 

But what you achieve is ultimately down to 
your own perseverance and workratc. 

An exciting opportunity 
The downside is called 'self-motivation*. Not 
many people have enough of this precious quality 
to succeed in this tough environment. However, 
our experience shows that ex- Royal Navy Officers 
and Senior Ratings arc often exceptionally self- 
motivated. Providence Capitol could provide an 
exciting opportunity for someone like you. 
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IN BRIEF 

The 1993 British Aero- 







Once a member of the 
now disbanded Royal Naval 
Auxiliary Service, Mr John 
Welch was among the 40 
British UN observers moni¬ 
toring South Africa’s first 
multi-racial elections. 


THE 
D-DAY 50th 
ANNIVERSARY 
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space Sword has been pre¬ 
sented to S/Lt David Harri¬ 
son by Mr Bob Bartlett, 
Projccis Director of BAc's 
Dynamics Division. 

The company makes an 
award annually to the special 
dudes officer of the engineering 
specialisation who. on comple¬ 
tion of his professional courses 
at RNC Greenwich and the 
Manadon phase of the post¬ 
promotion courses, is judged to 
have achieved the best overall 
results. 

The presentation took place 
during ceremonial divisions at 
the Royal Naval Engineering 
College Manadon. where David 
is studying for an engineering 
degree. 

A certificate and a cheque 
for £200 have been presented 
to CCMEA Eric Bailey under 
the Rosyth Area Staff Sugges¬ 
tions Scheme. 

Eric, who serves in the Fleet 
Engineering Centre, Rosyth. 
pointed out that the testing 
and repair of electronic equip¬ 
ment being carried out by a 
commercial contractor could 
be undertaken by the Navy's 
own Module Repair Calibra¬ 
tion Facility at Clyde Sub¬ 
marine Base. 

The switch over will save 
the Ministry of Defence 
£20,000 a year. 

Twenty years after being 
christened at St John's Church. 
HMS Neptune. Sarah Louise 
Watts is back at the establish¬ 
ment. serv ing as a weapon ana¬ 
lyst. At the time Sarah was bap¬ 
tised. her father was a petty 
officer serving on hoard a sub¬ 
marine. but the Navy’s even 
more thoroughly in her make¬ 
up than that — her mum is an 
cx-Wrcn writer. 

Refusing to make a drama 
out of a crisis has earned Dr 
John Goddard, a senior 
science lecturer at Britannia 
Royal Naval College, a Com¬ 
mendation from Admiral Sir 
John Kerr, Commander in 
Chief, Naval Home Command. 

Dr Goddard discovered a 
small fire in Casper John Hall 
while locking up after a drama 
rehearsal. He raised the alarm 
and then returned to the 
scene and isolated the electri¬ 
cal supply, despite rapidly 
thickening smoke. He then put 
out the blaze with an extin¬ 
guisher. 

To commemorate the 50th 
anniversary of the Royal Naval 
Air Medical School. Mrs Kath¬ 
leen Johns presented framed 
copies of the first staff course 
programme to Capt David 
Newberry and Surgeon Cdr 
Peter Waugh. 

Capt Newberry is the com¬ 
manding officer of ft MS Dae¬ 
dalus and Surgeon Cdr Waugh 
is president of ihc Royal Naval 
Air Medical Board and officcr- 
in-chargc of the RN Air Medi¬ 
cal School. 

Mrs Johns was the first Lead¬ 
ing Wren Cinema Operator at 
the school when it was estab¬ 
lished at HMS Raven (now 
EasUeish Airport) in March 
1944. The present school is 
located in HMS Daedalus and 
is responsible for the training 
of naval aircrew m aviation 
medicine and combat casualty 
first aid procedure. 
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There were cheers and jubilation when the wall came 
down — not the Berlin Wall, but the ’’wailing wall" — the 
edifice erected at RN air station Ycovilton to mark the 
boundary between male and female accommodation. 

Half a century on. the wall was deemed surplus to requirements 
and demolished. As the final slabs were being towed away, couples 
the wall had failed to thwart gathered nostaligically. 

Among them (pictured above) were CPO Oes C'osker and his wife 
Carol. Des is now the First Lieutenant’s assistant and Carol, for¬ 
merly a Wren Radar, a WPC with the Yeovilton MOD police. 


See you in 
six months 


The handover of Adriatic 
peacekeeping patrol duties 
from the aircraft carrier HMS 
Invincible to the carrier Ark 
Royal allowed a brief reunion 
for two RNAS Culdrose-based 
brother-in-law helicopter 
observers. 

Lt Paul Robertson (left) is a 
helo warfare instructor with 
814 Squadron and is married 
to Lynsey, whose brother, Lt 
Darren Cartwright (right), is an 
HWI with 820 Squadron. 


Hours, all ours 

Four of 819 Naval Air Squadron's six qualified helicopter 
instructors celebrated a milestone in their flying careers — 
amassing between them 15,000 hours' flying time. 

Pictured about to tuck into the celebratory cake baked for them by 
LCK Kevin Silvcrthornc of HMS Gannct arc (left to right) Lt 
Adrian Hands. Lt Mike Swales. Lt Roger Stringer and Lt Cdr Dave 

Dllthie. PiCturt LAfPHOT) Mark Hipkm 


Getting to grips with 
United States Coast 
Guard enforcement 
techniques is WEM(O) 
Chetan Sharma, of HMS 
Glasgow, pictured at 
the mercy of Sgt Mac- 
Pherson USCG. 

HMS Glasgow's armed 
boarding party received 
highly specialised training 
from the USCG durina the 
ship's Armilla Patrol. Coast 
Guard team leader on the 
occasion was the appro¬ 
priately named WO 
Richard Glasgow, who 
took the opportunity of 
being photographed be¬ 
side “his” lifebuoy. 

The US Law Enforce¬ 
ment Detachment (LEDET) 
provided valuable lessons 
in techniques and proce¬ 
dures. Only a few days lat¬ 
er they proved very useful 
when the Glasgow’s team 
carried out a boarding on 
MV Norbulk Carrier in the 
northern Gulf. 


This wall did not a 
prison make ... 
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WRENS FIND NEW PERCH 


Vice Admiral Sir Toby Frere, Chief of 
Fleet Support, has greeted Wren Writers 
Karen Lowton and Natalie Swan, the first 
Wren ratings to serve in Bath. 

They arrived with the collocation of Naval 
Support Command to the Bath area and met the 
Vice Admiral duhng his visit to Foxhill. 

Natalie works in the Ship’s Office, another 
new venture for Bath, and Karen for the Cus¬ 
tomer Liaison Officer for the Marine Engineer¬ 
ing Directorate, helping to maintain the impor¬ 
tant link between NSC and the Fleet. 


Within the next two years there will be up¬ 
wards of 500 Royal Navy personnel working in 
the Bath/Bristol area. 

• Sisters Janette (30) and Margaret (29) 
Kendall from Oxfordshire have completed their 
basic training at HMS Raleigh. 

The Kendalls joined the Royal Navy as oper¬ 
ator mechanics, and previously worked at 
Thomas and Betts electronics factory. Their 
parents are ex-RAF and it is to that Service that 
a third sister has also pledged her allegiance. 
She is at present based in Germany. 


RUFF HAS 
COLLAR 
FELT AT 
CLYDE 

Since joining the Royal 
Naval Provost team at 
Clyde Submarine Base 
earlier this year. Leading 
Regulating Dog Justice — 
nicknamed Ruff — has 
more than proved his 
worth. 

His duties include meeting 
the public (especially children), 
ensuring a warm welcome for 
all at the Provost HQ, soliciting 
hugs and petting from anyone 
available, eating, sleeping and 
exercising the rest of the staff 
on a regular basis. 

Ruff was rescued trom the 
(ardonald Cat and Dog Home 
in Cilasgow. where his tempera 
ment had already won him a lot 
of fans. He’s pictured with two 
more of them — WEM Sharks 
Ward and LWRECi Lorraine 
Perrin. 

Ruff is more than willing to 
visit schools, clubs, community 
Centres and public gatherings, 
accompanied by a colleague 
from the unit, who would he 
happy to explain the role of 
Provost HQ. Faslane. 
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A PLATTER 
OF TASTE 



WO Phillip Ashman. 
Supply Officer (Cookery) at 
RN air station Yeovihon. 
returned triumphant from 
the World of Hospitality ’94 
competition. 

The event, formerly known 
as Hotelympia. is one of the 
most prestigious culinary com¬ 
petitions and this year drew en¬ 
tries from 22 nations. 

But Phil proved he could 
stand the heat in the kitchen by 
winning three gold medals and 
a silver, plus the award for the 
Best Overall Show Platter Dish. 

Phillip was ablv assisted bv 
WCK C laire Shuker of HMS 
Heron. Their shipmate STD 
Mills took a bronze in the C ook 
and Serve competition. 

In all 32 Royal Navy person¬ 
nel competed at World of Hos¬ 
pitality ’94 and they came away 
with 39 awards. 



Shock result! 


Making an in-depth study of “the effects of solid addi¬ 
tives on the sensitivity of rocket motors to shock initia¬ 
tion" seems to merit a prize on its own — but Lt Nick 
Roberts did that and more to earn this handsome trophy 
from the Institute of Explosives Engineers. 

Nick took a Masters degree in explosive ordnance engineering 
at the Royal Military College of Science. Shrivenham, and for his 
performance throughout the six-month academic phase and in 
the individual project was named the best student. 

He is now the sole RN representative at DRA Fort Halstead, 
where he’s working in the Warheads and Terminal Effects Sec¬ 
tion and taking a particular interest in novel explosives. 



Can there be anything worse than bad 
news about someone we love? 

Especially if they're a long way away. 
Imagine Mrs. Jacobs' feelings when news came 
through that her soldier husband had been 


are professional teams of health visitors and 
social workers supported by volunteers. All of 
whom are on call at any time. 

Whether it's a Service-related problem or 
not, we are always there to offer any help 


When Sgt. Jacobs was shot in the chest, here’s where it hurt most. 


very badly wounded in action abroad. 

While an expert medical team was taking 
care of the injured Sgt. Jacobs, an expert team 
of a completely different kind was called in to 
support the shattered Mrs. Jacobs. 

SSAFA/FHS. A special group of dedicated 
volunteers who have been specifically trained 
to give aid to Service and ex-Service families. 

There are 6,000 SSAFA/FHS people all 
around the United Kingdom. Overseas, there 


we possibly can. From financial advice to an 
understanding shoulder to cry on. 

If you think we can be of help to you, 
don't hesitate to write to us at SSAFA/FHS, 
Room 2E, 19 Queen Elizabeth Street, London 
SE1 2LP. You can phone us on 071 403 8783 or 
071 926 9696; in Western Europe 
call JHQ 3392/2263; in Gibraltar 05 
5480; in Cyprus Episkopi 3900/ 

S S A F A 

3647; in Hong Kong Tamar 3125. & F H S 
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‘They didn't see why our ‘Captain Courageous’ should say this stops us visiting ports here — up our own East Coast!’ 



Home truths from 
‘Furthest South’ 


In the darkest days of World War I, when thou¬ 
sands were being slaughtered on the Western Front, 
even his country s enemies were concerned for the 
fate of Sir Ernest Shackleton and his party of Antarc¬ 
tic explorers, who were then undertaking one of the 
great epics of survival (see centre pages). 

Nearly 80 years on. once again there is savage 
fighting in Europe — while the latter-day Endurance 
has reached another ’Furthest South . 

On this occasion there was not the same cause for 
concern — the Navy s Ice Patrol Ship s latest expe¬ 
dition was infinitely better insured against disaster 
than Shackleton s. 

So her achievements have passed almost unno¬ 
ticed — and perhaps they seem hardly to matter in 
the context of the latest European tragedy 

In any case, feats of exploration are now regarded 
as something of a luxury. These days, if explorers 
encounter difficulty, they can usually be extricated 
from the mess they ve got themselves into — at the 
expense of the public purse — so the risk is minimal 
in comparison 

So what s the point? Why should we foot the bill if 
things go wrong? 

Well, the point is that efforts of this kind, under¬ 
taken by those who are still prepared to put up with 
a few attendant discomforts, still produce advan¬ 
tages for the rest of us who stay at home by our 
firesides —■ in the acquisition of knowledge, some¬ 
times unexpected, that cannot otherwise be ob¬ 
tained That remains true, even 80 years after 
Shackleton 


Common bond 

The Navy s role in providing humanitarian relief in 
Bosnia — and in so many other places m recent 
years — is inevitably constrained by complex politi¬ 
cal considerations. 

In Antarctica, where HMS Endurance has happily 
mixed with a wide range of small, international com¬ 
munities united by a common bond of co-existence 
m a hostile environment, it all seems so much 
simpler. 

We are now on the eve of marking the 50th anni¬ 
versary of the Royal Navy’s biggest-ever relief oper¬ 
ation. The rescue of Europe from Nazi tyranny — 
delivered, let it be remembered, mostly by HM 
warships. 

Meanwhile, the spirit of co-operation between 
nations that exists in microcosm in the frozen 
wastes of Antarctica — where Endurance s people 
have enjoyed warm hospitality among Argentine and 
Russian communities, among others — points a 
moral to the current turmoil in the Balkans, melting 
pot of the great holocaust of the 20th century. 

In the words of HMS Endurance s commanding 
officer, that is indeed a fine example to the rest of 
our conflict-torn world 


... and that’s 
only the half 

Pictured here are just some of the officers and men of 815 
Naval Air Squadron, based at RNAS Portland — now the 
largest helicopter squadron in Europe. 

The 46 Westland Lynx helicopters comprise a Headquarters ele¬ 
ment of eight aircraft, and 37 operational sea-going flights cared for 
by 103 officers and 470 maintenance personnel. 

The photograph was taken when many of the sea-going flights Currently the remainder are deployed around the world, including 
were disembarked for maintenance and leave — and so represents the Falkland Islands, Antarctica, West Indies, Adriatic and Persian 
only about half the squadron. Gulf. 



































• Above: Two ships of the First Frigate Squadron, HMS London and HMS Coventry steam past each 
other in the Adriatic. 
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Keeping a ‘sharp’ 


A busy six-month deployment in the Adriatic 
draws to a close for HMS Chatham during which 
time the Oevonport-based frigate has acted as Flag¬ 
ship for the 2nd Frigate Squadron Commander, 
Commodore Alastair Ross. 


Operating alongside other 
NATO ships HMS Chatham 
has been undertaking the task 
of enforcing the UN Security 
Councii resolutions by impos 
ing sanctions on Yugoslavia 
(Serbia and Montenegro) and 
an arms embargo in the whole 
of the former Yugoslav 
republic. 

Operation Sharp Guard, as 
It is called, is a unique opera¬ 
tion with NATO and Western 
European Union (WEU) forces 
combining under the single 
command of the Commander 
Combined Task Force (CCTF) 
440. 

While enforcing the em¬ 
bargo HMS Chatham, using 
the ship’s helicopter and sea- 
boat, has notched up 36 
boardings of merchant ves¬ 
sels transitting the Adriatic, 
with a gross tonnage of 
210,00 tonnes. 

“We know there's not much 
we can directly do ashore," 
comments Chatham's CO, 
Capt Fabian Hiscock, ‘ but It's 
quite clear that the situation 
would be much worse if we 
were not here, maintaining the 
blockade. 

"It's easy to forget when 
talking about the ship doing a 
boarding, that this involves 
men approaching an unknown 
ship, sometimes in bad 
weather, often at night in a 
boat or a helicopter, and 
climbing the side on a ladder 
or jumping down a rope into 
an uncertain reception," he 
added 

"It really is a vital contribu¬ 
tion, which is very well sup¬ 
ported by the whole ship." 

Dunng her time in the Adri¬ 
atic HMS Chatham played 
host to the Deputy Supreme 
Allied Commander Europe, 
General Sir John Waters, who 
visited the ship as part of 
his meeting with STANAV- 
FORMED and to be briefed by 
Commodore Ross and his 
staff. 


DSACEUR visited ships 
from both STANAVFORMED 
and STANAVFORLANT and 
after seeing HMS Chatham 
work on patrol he flew with 
the ship’s Sea King and was 
winched onto the deck of the 
Greek ship HS Aegeon. Later 
he embarked in USS Dale and 
SPS Cataluna. 

Earlier in the year the staff 
of STANAVFORMED reached 
the half way point of their 12- 
month deployment to the Adri¬ 
atic, an event which was cele¬ 
brated in HMS Chatham with a 
conventional cake-cutting 


Each Hosby house is individually 
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style, quality and energy efficiency. 
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energy efficiency and low 
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ceremony. In true NATO style 
Commodore Ross also chose 
a traditional Dutch custom of 
marking the occasion by saw¬ 
ing through a log! 

STANAVFORMED staff con¬ 
sists of six-multi national offi¬ 
cers and 10 British senior and 
junior rates who operate from 
a variety of ships, constantly 
on the move. Following a 
recent spell on board the 
Dutch frigate HNLMS Van 
Kinsbergen they embarked in 
HMS Chatham before moving 
on to USS Comte de Grasse. 


Since her patrol HMS 
Chatham has visited Cagliari, 
Bari, Trieste and Taranto, 
scene of 819 Squadron's 
Fairey Swordfish attack on 
the Italian Fleet during the 
Second World War (HMS 
Chatham’s Sea King is an em¬ 
barked flight from 819!). The 
ship also visited Piraeus 
where, in a last-minute opera¬ 
tion, a team from HMS Defi¬ 
ance changed a Spey gas tur¬ 
bine while alongside. 

Approaching the half way 
point of her deployment in the 
Adriatic is the Devonport- 
based frigate HMS Coventry. 
Since sailing in January she 
has visited Corfu, Venice, 
Toulon and Piraeus. 


She has also played 
a number of VIPs including 
Secretary of State for 
Defence, Malcolm Rifkind, 
CINCFLEET, Admiral Sir Hugo 
White, Commander of the UK 
Joint Forces, General Sir 
Peter Wilsey, and Commander 
of the UK Task Group, Rear 
Admiral Mike Gretton. 


• Above: Tri-Service Ops 
on board HMS Chatham — 
from left, CpI Jules Sinclair 
(13 Sig Regt, Germany), 
POPCT(L) Don McLean, Lt 
Cdr Ian Smart (PWO), LCpI 
Andy Taylor (14 Sig Regt, 
Germany) and Jnr Tech 
Stewart Giles (399 Sig 
Unit, RAF Digby). 

• Left HMS Chatham on 
patrol In the Adriatic dur¬ 
ing Operation Sharp 
Guard. As part of Standing 
Naval Force Mediterran¬ 
ean she has been oper¬ 
ating in waters close to the 
former Yugoslavia along¬ 
side ships from Greece, 
Italy, The Netherlands, 
Portugal, Spain, Turkey 
and the USA. 

• Below left: HMS Chat¬ 
ham's Sea King picks up a 
boarding party from a mer¬ 
chant vessel after a 
search for non-UN sanc¬ 
tioned items. 


Pictures: LA(Phot) Dave 
Coombs. 
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Pictures by LA(Phot) Craig Leask 

Clockwise from top left: 

• The Jwm* Cattd survey motor host et Signy in the Smith Orkneys 


• Weddell See - MMS Endurance m the ice, 

• Shackieton* route into th« Antarcfce, showing the Ewoshack‘project site. - —.. 

• Survey work on Srgny / > '. £ :<$$(■ 

ft Airlifting supplies from the 8AS ship RRS BransfteW. 

• Frank Hurley'* famous photograph of ShecWeton’s entrance, cquahl in ihaice. . ~ A 

• Alfred the bear, a seasoned Antarctic campaigner from Manor Fiei&tnfw* school, Basingstoke. on his 

fhhd trip sooth in HMS Endurance. •—- 

• 434, one Of HMS Endurance's pah Of Lyn* aircraft, flew furnirn iRMintL I*** »"l I'ttim RN aircraft. 



















































iNTARCTIC A 



The 

Waste 

Land 


Sir Ernest Shackleton 
(above), died aged 47 of a 
heart attack on January 5, 
1922, at sea on his fast ex¬ 
pedition to toe Antarctic, 
About this time IS Elliot 
eras finishing The Waste 
Land — and was inspired 
by Shackle ton 4 * account in 
his book South of a mysti¬ 
cal experience he had dur¬ 
ing his trek across South 
Georgia — that there was a 
ghostly presence guiding 


Who is the third who walks 
always beside you? 

When I count , there are only 
you and I together 
But when t look ahead up 
the white road 
There is always another one 
walking beside you 
Gliding wrapt in a brown 
mantle, hooded 
I do not know whether a man 
or a woman 

— But who is that on the 
other side of you? 


HMS Endurance returns home to Portsmouth on 
May 19 after travelling further south into the Ant¬ 
arctic pack ice than any other RN ship. 

In the Weddell Sea on January 29, she reached 77° 
27 S 34* 02 W, close up against the ice shelf just 735 
miles from the South Pole — having by coincidence 
closely followed the track of Sir Ernest Shacfcleton's 
Endurance 79 years before. 

She passed close to the position (76* 34’S 31 * 30'W) where 
Shack let on's ship was beset in the fee on January IS, 1915. 
The old Endurance had then drifted SW to reach the 77th 
parallel at 35 *W four days before being carried NW by the 
floe. She was eventually crushed and sank on Movember 21 
that same year. 

The purpose of the Navy's sole ice Patrol Ship's expedition 
this time had been to support the British Antarctic Survey in 
setting up a depot as close as possible to the Shack let on 
Mountains in preparation for next year's international project 
Euroshack. 

This will be a geological survey investigating the tectonic 
plate theory — that the Shackleton range was once joined to 
Texas, USA. British, German, Russian and maybe Italian 
scientists will take part 

The Endurance used her two Lynx helicopters to lift 635 
loads from the BAS ship RflS Brans fie Id on to the ice shelf so 
that the Survey's Twin Otter aircraft could ferry them on to the 
Eureahack site. 

Temperatures were relatively ntUd for such a notoriously 
inhospitable comer of the globe, hovering around the -4 to -6 
Oeg C level with wind chili factors often bringing temperatures 
down to below -25 Oeg C. 

Ice conditions were far more severe than the seasonal 
norm, though, and there were times when progress was held 
up by large floes, too thick for the ship's ice-breaking 
capabMttei, 

The only answer was to ad and wait, allowing natural control 
by wind and tidal streams to ease the intense pressures 
acting on the floes and let small leads develop. 

During one such waiting period Endurance's commanding 
officer Capt Alan Phillips took the opportunity to fly to the 
Argentinian Naval ice breaker Ana Irizar to discuss the Antarc¬ 
tic in general and the ice conditions in particular. His reception 
onboard was "extremely cordial'’ and IrixaTs CO returned the 
visit the following day. 

Endurance's pair of Lynx helicopters, 434 and 435, achieved 
notable 'afmiarks' around this time, respectively celebrating 
their 3,000th and 4,000th flying hours. 

More significantly, 434 flew further south than any RN heir 
copter when she reached 77* 55 S while taking Capt Phillips 
to visit the Argentinian Antarctic base General Belgrano II, 
situated on an isolated rocky outcrop. 


“I am now closer to 
understanding why 
Shackleton, Scott and their 
team members kept coming 
back." 


The British Antarctic bases at Signy in the South Orkneys 
and Halley on the $£ side ol me Weddell Sea were also 
visited. At Signy, Uorge Bay was surveyed by the ship's hydro- 
graphic team, from the James Caird survey motor boat ~~ 
named after the whaler Shacklelon's desperate party dragged 
500 miles over the ice to Elephant Island and then sailed 700 
miles more to South Georgia in one of the greatest feats of 
exploration of alt time. 

The data collected will be used to update Admiralty charts 
now much in demand by cruise liners making more lei surety 
passages within the Antarctic Circle. 

K rr« a truly captivating place," Capt Phillips commented, "I 
am now closer to understanding why Shackleton, Scott and 
their team members kept coming back/' 

He was also keenly appreciative of the expressions of 
friendship he had encountered in visiting other Antarctic sta- 
lions on the way south. 

"The one outstanding aspect which equals the scenery is 
the international co-operation found in the Antarctic, which is 
a fine example to the rest of our conflict-tom world." 

During the second work period of Endurance's six-month 
deployment, her role in support of the BAS was underlined by 
news of a fire in RRS BransfiekL Endurance was then re¬ 
storing m the Falklands — but at once signalled her availabti 
tty for a rescue mission. 

This proved unnecessary — but she was required to provide 
secondary support by taking on many of Bransfietd's vital 
logistic tasks on the Antarctic peninsula. 

Using her helicopters and assorted ships boats, Endurance 
helped wtth the end of season removal of scientific material 
and personnel. The Antarctic winter's rapid approach en¬ 
forced the urgency of a timely extraction as she lent a hand 
along with RRS James Clark Ross. 

Extra tasking for this period demanded a rapid rearrange¬ 
ment of Endurance's already considerable workload, so it was 
decided that the prime survey job would be carried out by a 
detached boat camp while the ship continued with other 
commitments. 

A group of ten assorted surveyors, engineers and Royal 
Marines moved into a BAS hut deserted by all but Gen too 
penguins for the past 30 years. (This had been built as part of 
the Royal Navy’s World War jl Operation Tabarin, a covert 
visual and listening station to monitor shipping movements. 
After the end of hostilities, environmental observers had con¬ 
tinued recording meteorological and geological data, even¬ 
tually forming die Falkland Islands Dependency Survey In 
1946). 




The priority of safety in such austere conditions meant that 
every precaution had to be taken to prepare the detached 
group during the period of separation. Despite severe 
weather, a survey of Fort Lochroy and its approaches was 
completed — once again using the James Caird. 

Again too, this will prove invaluable on an increasingly po¬ 
pular itinerary tor cruise ships. One of these, the CIS Academ¬ 
ic Yoffi, chanced by and invited some of the boat camp on 
board. 

After CpJ Pomeroy, RM had given an impromptu dissertation 
on Endurance’s role to a multi-national audience, the group 
was treated to hot showers and returned ashore laden with 
fresh fruit and vegetables, 

Despite the Antarctic's minute population, a large number of 
scientific research bases allowed Endurance to represent s 
"sovereign presence" to a wide variety of nationalities — 
including, in this latter period, Russian, Uruguayan, Brazilian, 
Chilean, Chinese, Argentinian, South Korean and American as 
well as British communities — aft offering warm hospitality In 
one of the world’s remaining remote outposts of civilisation. 

Doe visit to the Brazilian base Ferraz produced 120 crates 
of ale, donated by the Antarctica Beer company in Rio de 
Janeiro. These were toad lifted from Endurance to the base by 
one of the Lynx aircraft — a timely gift, as It turned out for 
stocks were just about exhausted ... 

The annual 'winter Olympics' produced many hidden talents 
on the slopes, in a series of events painstakingly prepared by 
the ship's RM detachment. Cross country and downhill skiing 
were among the more obvious items, but the ingenuity of the 
Royals resulted in a toboggan run, a puck race, a death slide 
— and everyone's favourite, 'poly bagging.' 

Throughout, the ship was host to a succession of BAS 
scientists — plus a production team for British Satellite News, 
embarked to make a documentary about the ship's work. 

All passengers finally disembarked at Punta Arenas, altow¬ 
ing Endurance to proceed northward along the west coast of 
South America, catching up with the tong-awaited mail before 
heading east towards home on the final leg of the deployment. 

Communications with families during this period were a 
major difficulty and it was therefore a great morale booster to 
be able to send a weekly 30-word message — 642 were sent 
and gratefully received. 

# Off South Georia RAF Grey Rover rescued lone Australian 
yachtswoman Anne Lisa Guy (44), missing for two months 
while attempting a circumnavigation of Antarctica. 

An MOD spokesman said her chances of being spotted by 
the RFA were 'a million to one'. 

Norfolk-born Miss Guy, her fuel running out, had twice tried 
to sail into Grytviken, but had been beaten back by high 
winds. With Grey Rover's help, her yacht Wiklflower finally 
made it into harbour, where she gave thanks for her rescue at 
the mission church — and paid a visit to Shacklelon's grave. 
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JULIA PULLS IT OFF! 



A couple of old-style, 
fan-pleasing Hollywood 
star vehicles are re¬ 
leased on 16mm this 
month. The Pelican Brief 
showcases the talents of 
Julia Roberts, developing 
the person she has built 
up over her last half-doz¬ 
en movies: wide-eyed, 
little-girl-lost appeal, 
masking the determined, 
resourceful woman 
underneath. 

However, the director, 
Alan Pakula, faced a major 
problem. Although he keeps 
the film’s plot shrouded in 
mystery for as long as poss¬ 
ible, via enigmatic assigna¬ 
tions, ambiguously motivat¬ 
ed killings, etc, he 
eventually arrives at the 
point when he must come 
clean as to what is going on. 
It’s more a sense of embar¬ 
rassment than one of discre¬ 
tion which keeps one from 
saying more, although those 
with a taste for unrestrained 
conspiracy theories may 
find something here to stim¬ 
ulate them. 

But never mind. The point 
of the exercise is the divine 
Julia (pictured above), who’s 
seldom off the screen, as 
she races to and fro across 
America, dodging hit-men, 
exposing corruption in high 
places and being generally 
magnificent. Various other 
players — Denzel Washing¬ 
ton, Sam Shepard, etc — re¬ 
mind us what the expression 
“supporting actor” really 
means. 


The Concierge is similarly 
Michael J. Fox’s picture 
from first to last The pint- 
sized Fox has generally 

tried to base his appeal on 
his air of being an uncompli¬ 
cated nice guy. So it is here, 
in his role of the Mr. Fixit of a 
large New York hotel, sort¬ 
ing out his guests’ prob¬ 
lems, from obtaining front- 
row seats for Cats to 
advising on the best way to 
patch up a disintegrating 


marriage. 

On the side he plans for 
the day when he can actual¬ 
ly run his own hotel, and 


nurses a secret love for the 
beautiful girl at the cigar 
stand who (this is the plot) is 
having an affair with the 
property-developing cad — 
a Brit, naturally — who is in a 
position to help Fox buy his 
dream hotel. The star races 
around from crisis to crisis 
— you can lose weight just 


watching him — and both he 
and the picture remain ex¬ 
tremely likeable throughout: 
but the message that nice 
guys don’t always finish last 
and that virtue is sometimes 
rewarded may seem slightly 
out of time in this cynical 
age. 

Recent video releases in¬ 
clude Born Yesterday , a lively 
remake of the old Judy Holli¬ 
day comedy classic, which 
most people will have 
caught on the box at the 
some point in their lives. It’s 
the one about the mobster, 
his “dumb blonde" girlfriend 
and the journalist who is 
hired to give her an air of 
respectability. No prizes for 
guessing which of the roles 
is played by Melanie Grif¬ 
fiths, which by Don Johnson 
and which by John Good¬ 
man; or for guessing how 
everything works out in the 
end. 

And anyone with over 
three hours to spare could 
do worse than watch Blood 
In , Blood Out , which follows 
a trio of friends from the Los 
Angeles barrio, from their 
teenage escapades to their 
adult destinies on different 
sides of the law. The film’s 
length, plus a cast of com¬ 
plete unknowns (one of 
whom is, distractinglv, a 
dead ringer for Paul Gas¬ 
coigne) combined to ensure 
that it bypassed cinemas in 
Britain and was released 
direct to video. Even so, it 
was one of the better Ameri¬ 
can movies of 1993. 

— Bob Baker 


Screen Scene 


Yip pee aye Yeoward 

From the turn of the century until the 1950s, Yeoward 
Line vessels plied the Liverpool-Lisbon-Madeira-Canary Is¬ 
lands route. And later the Monte class ships of Navicra 
Aznar were operated by the Yeoward Group on the same 
routes. 


WE REMEMBER 
D-DAY 


• 


Compiled by Frank And 

Joan Shaw — J 

f * 

% * 

All Proceeds to 4 _ ♦ 

Normandy Veterans 


• * 



Book sales bolster 
Services’ charities 

Fifth in the Frank and Joan Shaw’s excellent “We 
Remember” series, We Remember D-Day , looks to raise 
£100,000 for Normandy veterans and other ex-Service 
and D-Day charities. 


In both World Wars all ihc 
company’s ships saw active scr- 
\ icc on convoy Julies or as 
Royal Navy headquarters 
ships. 

One of the best known epi- 


SPY STORY 

A wish to write “about 
the kindergarten days of 
the Secret Service when 
they were having to invent 
the rules as they went 
along" has come to fruition 
in Gavin Lyall’s latest thril¬ 
ler, Spy’s Honour (Hocfder j 
and Stoughton, £15.99). In 
it an investigation into the 
death of a Royal Navy offi¬ 
cer at Kiel Yacht Regatta j 




£5 OFF SPECIAL OFFER 
★ ★ ★ ★ ★ 

At last my Book is now ready after 
years ol Research 

THE SEVEN GLORIOUS 

HMS 

AMETHYSTS 

1793-1956 

Now It’S ready owing the true stories. 
Dales ol all Battles. Epic Names ot ail 
Captains. Ships Company (Crew). Ro« of 
Honour to ail killed and wounded. Medal 
Section. Bravery Awards. Over 100 
Photographs. Pius Maps. Battle 
Formations, etc. Capture of the First 
Amethyst 1793 to Korean War 1952 



Retail Price £19.99 
SPECIAL INTRODUCTION OFFER 

£14.99 POST PACKING 
PAID 

Regret No Card Accepted 
Overseas Please Add C5 Extra 

M. A. HICKINB0TT0M 
(DISTRIBUTORS) 

21 NEW STREET, DUDLEY 
WEST MIDLANDS DY3 2PR 


sodcs. influencing Nicholas 
Monscrrat in The Cruel Sea, 
occurred in August 1941 when 
the SS Aguila was torpedoed 
with the loss of the first WRNS 
contingent to serve overseas, 
the ( ommodorc of the GOO VO) 
and his staff. 

In happier times. Yeoward 
steamers carried passengers 
and fruit between the Atlantic 
islands and UK for many years. 
The history of the Company, 
Sunward by Yeoward, will be 
published in this centenary 
year of Yeoward Brothers Ltd 
and the directors would like to 
present a complimentary copy 
to all who served in. or sailed 
in. the company’s vcsels — SS 
Aguila, Avoceta, Ardeola, 
Alca, Andorina and Alondra. 

If you have any connection 
with the ships of the Yeoward 
Line, please contact Mr David 
Bishop. Yeoward Group. 
Yeoward House, Trueman 
Street. Liverpool L3 2BA (051 
236 2621). 


BG 
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We have a huge Uxary of rare 
second hand books for disposal 
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LODGE HILL, LISKEARD, 
CORNWALL PL14 4EL 
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NAVAL AND MARITIME 
BOOKS BOUGHT & SOLD 

LARGE STOCKS - MONTHLY CATALOGUES 
SHOP OPEN 1(M (SATURDAY 10-1) 

SEND FOR FREE CATALOGUE 
Frank Smith Maritime Books, 
98/100 Heaton Rd; Newcastle 
Upon Tyne, NE6 5HL. 
Telephone: 091 265 6333 


The couple have to date 
raised £120,000 from their 
other books of wartime 
memories. This one is al¬ 
ready leaving the others 
trailing, however, after they 
wrote to 700 newspapers 
asking for D-Day stories 
from readers. 

Cost is £16 inc pp. che¬ 
ques payable to Dunkirk CA, 


from Dunkirk CA, PO Box 44, 
Hinckley LE10 OFA. 

The other “We Remem¬ 
ber’’ titles cover Dunkirk 
(£1$), The Blitz , (£12), The 
Battle of Britain (£12), and 
the Home Guard (£12). Or¬ 
dered together, the D-Day 
and Dunkirk books cost £28. 

— JFA 
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At Your Leisure 




Images of squalor 
still painfully fresh 


Eye-witness accounts 
form the basis of new stu¬ 
dies of two of the most am¬ 
bitious campaigns of the 
world wars — one a pro¬ 
tracted and costly failure, 
the other a spectacular suc¬ 
cess. though both were at¬ 
tended with great loss of 
life. 

To the end of his days. Roger 
Keyes believed the Turks were 
“absolutely beaten" by the Na¬ 
val bombardment of the forts 
guarding the Dardanelles on 18 
March 1915. 

",.. it only remained for us 
to organise a proper sweeping 
force and devise some means of 
dealing with drifting mines to 
reap the fruits of our efforts," 
he wrote 25 years later. 

Few of the other experienced 
naval commanders in the area 
had the same impression. The 
reality was that of the 16 capi¬ 
tal ships engaged, three had 
been sunk and three more put 
out of action. 

Defeated 

The survix mg units withdrew 
— and the forts, though badl> 
damaged, were eventually re- 
pftiltd. In what was to prove 
one of the most concentrated 
naval actions of the war. the 
Royal Navy had been defeated 

From then on the whole cam¬ 
paign was doomed. As Nigel 
Steel and Peter Hart observe in 
Defeat at Gallipoli (Macmillan 
£17.99) it probably had been 
from the start — it is even 
doubtful whether the Turks 
would have quickly surren¬ 
dered had the ships carried on 
to Constantinople, as Keyes be¬ 
lieved they could still have 
done. 

So much for the “might have 
beens." What actually followed 
was a long, bloody and ultima¬ 
tely futile attempt to attack the 
“soft underbelly of Europe," in 
which disease took a notorious¬ 
ly heavy toll. 

Much of the sordid truth is 
recounted here by the men who 
took pan. in letters and diaries 
written at the time — whose 
contents could not be made 
public then and have not ap¬ 
peared in print since — and re¬ 
corded interviews made many 
years later. 

Many of them served in the 
Royal Naval Division. Ordi¬ 
nary Seaman Joe Murray's de¬ 


scriptions of the horrors of dy- 
sentry. which afflicted nearly 
eve r yone who set foot on the 
peninsula, leave nothing to the 
imagination: “My old pal. a 
couple of weeks ago he was as 
smart and upright as a guards¬ 
man. After about ten da>s to 
sec him crawling about, his 
trousers round nis feet, his 
backside hanging out. all soiled, 
his shirt — everything was 
soiled. He couldn't walk. My 
pal got a hold of him by one 
arm. I got a hold of him by the 
other ... It's degrading, drag¬ 
ging him to the latrine, when 
you remember how you saw 
him just a little while ago. 

Sideways 

“We lower him down next to 
the latrine. We're tying to keep 
the flics off. We were try ing to 
turn him round, put his back¬ 
side in towards the trench. I 
don't know what happened but 
he simply rolled into this foot- 
wide trench, half sideways, 
head first into this slime. We 
couldn't pull him out. we didn't 
have any strength and he 
couldn't help himself at all. We 
did eventually get him out but 
he was dead, he'd drowned in 
his own excrement." 

Far from being “a gambler's 
unlucky hand, a fair risk that 
failed" as Gallipoli apologists 
have since tried to maintain, 
the present authors show that 
the campaign was lost * not on 
the beaches or in the gullies ... 
but in London". 

Kitchener constantly baulked 
at assigning enough troops and 
resources to give it any real 
chance of achieving success. 

Likewise. Eye-witness D- 
Day (Robinson publishing 
£5.99) tells another epic tale 
from the point of view of the 

ordinary who took pan — a 

guiding principle that informs 
Navy News' own three-part 
survey of the events of the sum¬ 
mer of 1944 which begins this 
month. 

Triumphal 

Here Jon E. Lewis combines 
Allied and German first-hand 
accounts to puncture the myth 
of the invasion of Europe is 
“one glorious day in June, fol¬ 
lowed by a triumphal march on 
Paris" 

Cornelius Ryan's book The 
Longest Day — and the film 
version that mobilised a pan¬ 


theon of Hollywood action men 

— has perpetuated this legend. 
It was actually a much more 
protracted affair. It took ten 
weeks of painful struggle for the 
Allies to get out of Normandy 
and at times the infantry casu¬ 
alty rate rivalled that of the 
Western Front in World War 1 

— simply because, as one Al¬ 
lied combatlant put it. “the 
Germans were bastard hard to 
beat." 

Many of the troops waiting 
for the order to embark expect¬ 
ed the worst anyway. Mne 
Stanley Blacker recalled: “Our 
commanding officer said. ‘This 
is it chaps', and we were or¬ 
dered to kneel in the road in 
three ranks. Then the local vic¬ 
ar appeared like magic, prayed 
and said ‘Please God give them 
courage to face the enemy.' 
There was no saliva in my 
mouth. I thought I was sailing 
to my death." 

Blacker was to go to France 
in one of the smallest invasion 
craft — a 50ft LC'M. com¬ 
pletely open to the elements. 
Many, if not most, of the Mar¬ 
ines had never served afloat — 
and the rough crossing caused 
dreadful seasickness. 

Insulation 

George Collard. of the 1st 
RM Armoured Support Regi¬ 
ment. knew from experience, 
though, that a least of Army 
hard-tack would lie like con¬ 
crete in the stomach and so 
took the precaution of install¬ 
ing some insulation. “No sea¬ 
sick tablets were given the Mar¬ 
ines as was given to other 
troops — a point of pride. I 
suppose!" 

Not so lucky William Sey¬ 
mour RN — though maybe he 
was. really: "I wasn’t scared. If 
you're being seasick you feel 
like you're dying anyway." 

The Naval clement in the 
greatest amphibious operation 
of all time is well represent in 
D-Day — Piercing the Atlantic 
Wall (Ian Allan £*5) by Robert 
J. Kershaw. 

This account is recommend¬ 
ed for once again concentrating 
on personal reminiscences to 
view’ the landings and all that 
followed as a multitude of des¬ 
perate. small-scale endeavours. 

Kershaw wisely relies b> pre¬ 
ference on sources that are 
properly contemporary — later 
offerings from veterans arc 



Royal Marines of 46 Commando advance through Douvres on their way to Caen on June 
8, 1944. This Royal Marines Museum photograph is one of the illustrations in Eye-H’itness 
D-Day, edited by Jon E. Lewis. 


profTcrcd with the caveat that 
they truly reflect the business of 
combat. presented as 
“snapshot.” 

For memory- can be faulty — 
as Anton Hanncy found when 
trawling through the huge post¬ 
bag that resulted from our own 
request for information from 
readers who helped make his¬ 
tory half a century- back. 

Few people today have en¬ 
dured warfare at the intense 
levels of those who experienced 
D-Day. If it all passed in a haze 
of fear and confusion then, how- 
can you expect memories to be 
pin-sharp today? 

The most honest and realistic 
recollection Kershaw picked up 
came from a C anadian: 

“Honest to God. I don't re¬ 
member a thing. I remember 
the outfit marching down those 
lanes in England near the coast 
and then sleeping in a big hall 
that night and then loading up 
next afternoon and then going 
across the Channel and it was 
dark ... I don't remember go¬ 
ing ashore. I don't really know 
how I did. whether we had to 
wade or if we just ran up the 
beach when they dropped the 
gale. If there was heavy fire I 
don't remember ... 

“The first thing I remember, 
and this is the God's truth. I'm 
sitting with my back to a Ger¬ 
man tank and there's guys all 
around me and we're eating C- 
rations." 

— JFA 
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Sung By The Song Bo’sun C'VRII. TAWNEY 
"Fall of ripe and ironn humour, nostalgia ami %atlne%% m — ‘Saw Ann. 
"Onght to be pun hose J hy exen ship ami submarine mess as a form of li^hi 
relief in their darker moments ** — ’Sasal Wises’. 

Pthc (uk p&p.l: 17.110cacheassent (I K. BI1H) only. l-.howhcre IXtiicaih vasvtwi. 

I All overseas pay ments m Sterling h> IMO or cheque drawn on j Brio'll kink, plcjocl. 
Orders and enquiries lo: NEPTl NK TAPES (NN). 521 Meanwmxl Road 
LEEDS I.S6 4AW 


PERMISSION TO BLOW SOOT 

Stephen Hanbury 

NEW RELEASE... 

By July 1956 ihc cruiser HMS Jamaica had become ihc flagship of F02. 
Mediterranean This is ihc fascinating Mtvy of HMS Jamaica'' last commissi*m. 
Permission to Blow Sool is a 'woems-eye view’ of Operation Musketeer. The 
Cruiser lead the Amphibious Warfare Squadron into the beaches of Pori Said, having 
acted as radar picket ship for the Fleet Air Arm and Royal Air Force Detailing, lor 
the first lime in military history. the use of helicopters in an opposed landing, as 
witnessed by the author, serving as a national serviceman in ihc cruiser. It is at limes 
an irreverent and often humorous poke at National Service, spiced hy adventures and 
misadventures befalling those who served in HMS Jamana. 

The foreword is by Air Vice-Marshal R. Bullcn CB. GM. MA. RAF (Retdl. 
ISBN I 872*08 4* 0 List Price £12.95 plus £1.25 pAp 
ON SPECIAL OFFER lo readers PRICE £ 11 95 
including p&p (UK). Cash with orders please. This special offer is only available hy 

R »si fmm 

3 Bov 56. Leicester LE2 6RR 


Please supply one copy of PERMISSION TO BLOW SOOT at the Special Price of 
£11.95 (inc p&p UK only). Enclosed is my cheque for £ . Please post to: 

Mr MrvMs. 

Address . 


. Code. 

<Woodhill Ind. Estate. Old Dalhy. Nr. Melton Mowbray. Lews.) 


A SUPERIOR SERVICE 
FOR AUTHORS 


• Your Ik** Published 

• All Subnets CbaMmi 

• Reprints M«»si WckuRK 


• W’luldw uk Sales Network 
Please n rile fta fall Jelails 

I anus Publishing Company 
ITrpI V Duke House. 

37 Duke SI . London WlM *DF 



DO YOU HAVF A 
BOOK TO PUBLISH? 

Then leading co-operative puOksher 
may be aWe to help you Wnteto: 

The Pentland Press 

Edinburgh • Cambridge • Durham 
Fditoriul Office <N\), I Hutton 
Close. South Church. Bishop 
Xuckland. Durham 1)1.14 6\B 


NAVAL/MAR! I IMF BOOKS. Scnu 
for free catalogue of secondhand 
books extensively covering naval, 
shipping and seafaring activities. 
GERALD LEE MARITIME B(X)kS. 
73. C lav hall Avenue. Ilford. Essex 
IG5 0PN Tel 081-550-7317 


IIP BOOKFINDFRS: Established 
Professional service, locating out of 
print titles on all subjects. No obliga¬ 
tion or SAE required Contact: 6 (Tcr- 
kcnwcll Collages. Haddcnham. 
Bucks. HPI7 8BJ (0844) 292083. 


-HMS GANGES, the Final Fare¬ 
well.*' ideal birthday mr prire present 
Video documentary including all 
aspects of GANGES prior to demol¬ 
ishing NELSON HALL. LAUNDRY 
HILL. SIC K QUARTERS. COVER¬ 
ED ways, gymnasiums. 

SPORTS MUDS HARBOt K etc 
One tear-jerking hour of nostalgia 
Produced, directed bv JOHN DOUG¬ 
LAS. author “HMS GANGES. Roll 
on m> dozen''* S.A.E. details Douglas 
House Boseawctha. Pcnmarlh. < arn- 
mcncllis. Nr. Redruth. Cornwall 
TR16 6NX 
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Calling Old Shipmates 


[| Reunions 


HMS Greyhound (1941): Gloria Hooper 
65 Mighciere Gardens. Roborough. Ply 
mouth Oevon PL6 7EB (tel 0752 781725) 
woukJ like to hear from anyone who served 
m the ship, in particular anyone who knew 
George Henry Rippon She would also be 
interested m photos or any other informa¬ 
tion regarding the ship 

Greenwich Royal Hospital School (1914 
1918): Gus Britton. Researcher. Submarine 
Museum HMS Dolphin. Gosport. Hants 
POI 22AS (tel 0705 569985) is researching 
the casualty hst for Greenwich boys during 
the First World War and would like the 
names of anyone killed between 1914-18 

HMML 870. Greek sweepers. GYMS 
2074 and 2191. HMS Lame and HMS CHn 
ton Oct 15. 1944: Bill Crawford. 11 Rich- 
mood. Ryhope. Sunderland SR2 0BW (tel 
091 5213102) is visiting the island of Aegma 
where the ships were sunk and would like 
to hear from anyone who may also be visit¬ 
ing on the 50th anniversary of the sinkings 

HM ships Ganges (1955). Ceylon (1958 
59). Dolphin and Broadsword (1962): Mike 
Smith 13 Cromwell Ave. Thame. Oxon OX9 
3TG (tel 0844 261072) would like to here 
from okJ shipmates m particular instructors 
POs George Whale and Chessum (later to 
become Lt Chessum). Bungy Williams. John 
Keyes and Eric Chapman 

HMS Duncansby Head (1945 46): Doc 
Morion Trederne St Clement. Truro. Corn¬ 
wall TR1 1TA (tel 0872 73548) would i.ke to 
hear from old shipmates m particular Mr 
Buchanan Commissioned Gunner and Div¬ 
ing Officer Jan Gerry CPO Shipwright i/c 
Diving Squad both living m the Plymouth 
area or any other members of the drvmg 
squad 

HMS Raleigh. Class 44A and 44B. June 

1955 Jon Oinsmore. 6 Clarence Court. 
Coleraine Co Londonderry BT51 3BH (tel 
0265 43233) would like to hear from old 
shipmates m particular Pete Wise. John 
Burl. Norman Whitehead Ron Craze. Cyril 
Snapes Noel Coard John Aisop and Will 
Bent 

HMS Ganges. Hawke Division. 45 Mess. 
1952. and HMS Indomitable. 1953 R B 

Herns. i Hou»es Walk Wooton. Beds HK43 
9LB (tei 0234 768981) would like to hear 
from oid shipmates, m particular C J Undy. 
Gardner Ozenbrooke. Ellis. Newiands. 
Cumberland Slater Frith. Homewood. 
Kyle Holmes B Wallace. Cox. Doyle and 
Harris 

HMT Amber T88 (1943 45): Don 
Simonds. 8 Downiands Close. Somptmg. 


Lancing. W Sussex BN 15 9JL (tel 0903 
763646) would like to hear from okJ ship 
mates, m particular John Westtay. 

HM ships Mashona and Saxifrage: A. 
Ross. 24 Chieveiey Close. Rugeley. Staffs 
WS15 2TF would bke to hear from old 
shipmates 

HMS Activity: Mr F Wilson. 19 Shirley 
Close. Holme Hall. Chesterfield S40 4RJ 
would kke to here from old shipmates, m 
particular P Okie and V Rosier 

HM ships Tally Ho and Taurus: Poopaiu 
Nagiah 43 Mam Rd. Port Dickinson 71000 
Negn Sembtlan. West Malaysia would like 
to near from old shipmates 

HMS Battler (1943-45): Andrew Halltoay 
37 Yeadon Garth. Wawne Rd. Hull (tel 0482 
824730) would like to hear from old ship¬ 
mates 

HMS Loch Ouotch: Former shipmates are 
invited to contact A E Powell. 162 Dart¬ 
mouth Rd. Paignton. South Devon TQ4 6NP 
(tel 0803 842384) with a view to forming an 
association 

HMS Nabsford and Golden Hind. Austra¬ 
lia (1945-46): L A Perry. 14 Huntington 
Close. Elecbana. New South Wales. Austra 
lia 2282 would like to hear from naval air¬ 
man Albert Horace Stirland 

HMS Swiftsure (1950-52). Helsinki Otym 
pic Games: Jim (Spike) Hughes. 10 Thirles- 
tane Cres. Far Cotton Northampton NN4 
8HF (tel 0604 761238) would kke to hear 
from shipmate Len Cottrell, from Stoke 
Newington area with a view to attending a 
retirement party on June 16 

Ex-US Coast Guard Cutters: The Cutters 
Association welcomes ex-shipmates from 
HM ships Banfl. Culver. Fishguard. Gorles- 
ton. Hartland. Landguard. Lufworth Sen- 
nen. Tottand and WaTney Contact Sid Sm- 
km. 67 Orchard Way Wymonham Norfolk 
NR 18 0NY 

HMS Packenham (1942): Arthur Rouse. 2 
Kings Close Bern bodge Isle of Wight P035 
5NX (tei 0983 872426) would like to hear 
from any survivors 

HM ships Jaguar (1963-64). Eastbourne 
(1965 66) and Forth (1967-69): Ex CK(S) 
Froom. 37 Courtney Way Kmgswood Bns 
tol BS15 2RY (tel 0272 490954) would like 
to hear from okJ shipmates 

HMS Campanula (1941-45): John Hiley 
C/O Mi| Wilkinson. North Midgeiden Farm. 
Bacup Rd Ctoughfoot. Todmorden OL14 
7HP (tei 0706 818929) would like to hear 
from okJ shipmates 

HMS Cheviot D90: OkJ shipmates are 


DINNER 

In aid of the Sea Cadets in the presence of 

HRH the DUKE OF YORK 

In the Painted Hall. Royal Naval 
College. Greenwich 

Friday, 10th June 

Details from the Sea Cadets 
202 Lambeth Road. London SEI 7JF 
Tel: 071 9288978 Lax: 4012537 
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THE ASSOCIATION OF 
ROYAL NAVY OFFICERS 
Patron 

Her Majesty The Queen 

ARNO, the Officers Charitable and Social fellowship, is open to all Serving 
and Retired Commissioned Officers of the RN. RM. WRN'S. QARNNS and 
I heir Reserves 

Formed m 192S. ARNO's primary purpose is lo assist Members including 
Honorary Members (the widows or former members) with grants ana 
bursaries from the proceeds of its assets which exceed £ I million, wherever 
there is a need 

Today the financial advantages ol membership comfortably exceed the 
annual subscription (£10 per annum or £150 for Life) and include ’House 
Purchase Generous cash payments with mortgage and with Lile Assurance, 
and competitive conveyancing costs ’AA Membership saving up to £30 per 
year ’Legal & Medical Consultations at free or favourable rates ’Trade 
Discounts of up to 33% in a wide range of services including insurance, 
travel, medical, jewellery, wines and many more 

A List of Members and a Year Book are issued, and ARNO organises 
’Regional Social functions and group holidays, ’a list of members 
worldwide who would like to exchange homes for holidays ’Social 
intrmlm lions ‘Mail r«*<ln«-< lion ‘Swords and uniform items for sale ’an 
ARNO credit card 

For membership application lorm complete the following 

To Lt Cdr I M P Coombes RN. ARNO. 70 Porchesier Terrace. London 
W2 3TP Please send rne details and a membership application lorm 


invited to contact Vic Denham 92 Swallow 
Rd. LarkfwkJ. Kent ME20 6PZ (tel 0732 
841654) witti a view to a reunion — sae 
appreciated 

Eighth Destroyer Assn invites former 
shipmates to |om Details from Enc Mullmer 
The Bungalow. Seiehurst Brighton Rd. 
Lower Beedmg. Horsham. West Sussex 
RH13 6PR (tel 0403 891556) — sae 
appreciated 

Leicester Careers Office (1970 60s) and 
Q 6 A Wardens Small Bore Rifle Club: 

WoukJ Nick Nicholson, former CPO. contact 
T A SkJwell on 0455 822105 as soon as 
possible 

HMS Despatch (1940-42): John Elkson. 
Goose Green House. Egham Surrey TW20 
8PE (tei 0784 432392) would kke to hear 
from okJ shipmates 

120 LCA Flotilla. Combined OPe: Anyone 
involved m landings at Sicily. Salerno. 
Anzio Elba or Southern France contact 
Frank Moses 147A London Rd. Boston. 
Lines PE21 7HQ (tei 0205 364414) 

HM ships Upstart. Tatty Ho and Tip Toe: 
Peter (Dmga) Bell of Vancouver. Canada (tel 
0101 904 713 3622) would like to hear from 
Ron Sloan 

686 Squad RM (1944-46): Former squad 
mates interested m attending a possible 
reunion rn June contact Norman Pernman 
(0934 820553) Maurice Smith (0472 
822328) or Joe Ketty (0902 782471) 

HMS Kingsmill: H W Budden 55 Ches 
ter Court. Jamaica Place Gosport Hants 
POI2 1TD (tel 0705 529054) would like to 
hear from okJ shipmates 

HM ahipa Ambuscade. Ripley. Grey 
Shark end Grey Seel: Anyone with inform 
non about ships associations contact 
Edward Hard* 29 Garry Street. Cathcan 
Glasgow G44 4AZ 

Submarine Coxwains Attn: Anyone 
wishing to jom contact CPO(Coxn) SM 
Barry Jenkins WOs and SRs Mess HMS 
Doiphm or Mr L F (tax) GokJmg on 0329 
313144) 

Combined Operations Pilotage Parties 

Anyone who took part in COPP or who was 
involved with the landing barges that left 
from Haytmg Island Sailing club for the 
D-Oay landings contact Valeria Catchpoie 
Haytmg island Sailing Club. Sandy Point 
Havlmg Island Hants POl 1 9SL (tel 0705 
463768) with a view to attending a comma 
morative function 

HMS Manners F J Braga. 33 Cherry 
Lane. Hampton Magna Nr Warwick CV35 
BSP (tei 0926 493980) would like to hear 
from okJ shipmates with a view to arranging 
a reunion 

HMS Howe: Alt former shipmates are 
invited to join the association Details from 
Reg Goldsmith. 28 Hamtun Cres Totton 
Southampton. Hants S04 3PA (tel 0703 
862927) 

BPF or EIF: The 50th anniversary com¬ 
mittee would tike to hear from shipmates 
who served m HM ships Colossus. Glory 
Vengeance. Arbiter Ruler. Shnger 
Speaker Vmdex. Reaper 24th DF (Trou- 
booge. etc ) 28th DF (Wager, etc ). sloops 
frigates and submarines Send sae to 


. Bryn Deryn lon yr Elgwys 
St Brides Major Bridgend. MkJ Glamorgan 
CF32 OSH 

HMS Fieldfare and Osiris (1947-48): Ver¬ 
ne Hayward (nee Lloyd). PO Box 292 
Tewantm. Queensland 4565. Australia 
woukJ like to hear from Wren Writer Bar¬ 
bara Harrod 


HMS Apollo: Gmger Jones (tel 081-399 
1355) would bke to hear from okJ ship 
mates 

HMS Fowey (1944-45): C W Farley 40 

Tennyson Rd. Ellesmere Port. South Wirral. 
Cheshire L65 7DG (tel 051 355 9452) woukJ 
like to hear from okJ shipmates 
HM ships Minerva (1960-81) and Lowes 
toft (1961-63): Simon Grunshaw 90 Lons¬ 
dale St. Accrington. Lancs BB5 0HJ woukJ 
like to hear from okJ shipmates m particular 
Fish and Dave (Ratter) Morgan 
HMS CavsHer Anyone who served m 
1944-72 including Gib refit 1964 66 and 
who wishes to attend the Cavaber s goioen 
Jubilee on Aug 26-30 contaci Sid Annmg. 
14 Kipbng Gardens. CrownhMI. Plymouth 
PL5 3DD (tel 0752 768201) 

HMS Hound (1942-44) Bungy Williams. 
24 BarryftekJs Shaiford Braintree. Essex 
CM7 5HJ (tel 0371 850806 or The Alge 
fines Association on 0202 875707) woukJ 
like to hear from okJ shipmates, m particular 
SBA Bardsiey Bin Barlow Lt Bali. Jock 
Burrows and Jennings 

HMS Albatross. 710 Sqn (1942-43): Tex 

Crawford. 29 Clifton Rd Rudd«ngfon Notts 
NG11 6SS (tel 0602 215827) would like to 
hear from okJ shipmates 

Hospital ship Talamba. Sicily 1943: Tad 
Brown 28 South View Ave Swindon. Wilts 
SN3 1EA (tel 0793 535275) woukJ like to 
hear from survivors who were picked up by 
HMS Tartar when the hospital ship was 
sunk off Sicity on Jufy 10 1943 
HMS Corunna (1956 57). HMS Barnard 
and HMS Diamond (1960-63): Ron Howell 
Cornerways. Wood Burcote Towcester 
Northants NN12 6JR (tel 0327 350246) 
woukJ bke to hear from ok) shipmates m 
particular his best man ex Fleet Chief Chris 
Grey 

HMS Kenya (1940-44): Harry Jenkins 
442 Norris Rd. Sale Cheshire M33 2RE (tei 
061 962 1718) would like to hear from Chief 
ERAS and ERAs 

MTBs 54 and 782. SchekSe Estuary. Dec 

28. 1944 D C Purton 4 St Davids Rd 
Llandudno Gwynedd LL30 2YL (tel 0492 
875406) would bke to hear from anyone 
who served with Tel K Thorne, who died 
when the ship was mined m Dec 1944 
4th ML Flotttle: John Champ 41 Nauton 
Cres Cheltenham Gk>s GI53 7B0 (lei 0242 
513220) would like to hear from anyone 
who served m the flotilla under John S E 
Page with a view to a reunion 
HM ahipa Vanquisher and Tintegel 
Castle. Apnl 1945: Harm Arnold Timmer¬ 
man. 27798 Hude 1 Hurrel Vossberg 4. 
Germany would like to hear from Surviving 
shipmates involved m the sinking of U-878 
on April 10. 1945 


HMS laie wilt hokJ their next reunion and 
50th anniversary memorial service m Ports¬ 
mouth on Jufy 20 Details from W Davidson 
on 091 2526048 

RN A RM Gunnery end Missile Instructor 

Ass will hokJ their 48th reunion at the Drill 
Shed. HMS Excellent on July 2 Details from 
CPOGl Chris Francis on 0705 550143 ext 
4016 or 0489 7833265 

HMS Duke of York will hokJ their next 
reunion at the Royal Fleet Club. Devon port 
on Sept 17 Details from Mr R Draper 
Rose Cottage. 103 Orchard Park. Elton. 
Chester CH2 4NQ (tei 0928 725175) 

•56 NAS. Souantum. USA. March 1944 
wilt hold their 50th anniversary reunion m 
Portsmouth on Aug 26 Details from Peter 
Thaion. lia Moor Terrace The Headland 
Hartlepool. Cleveland TS24 OPS (tel 0429 
863273) 

HMS Whrtesand Bay Assn wiH hokJ their 
seventh reunion at the Royal Sailors Home 
Club. Portsmouth on March 4 1995 Details 
from Geoff Nightingale 268 Galley Hill Ga 
debridge Hamel Hempsiead Herts HPt 
3LD 

HMS Hood BokJre Service wi« take place 
on May 22 the reunion will be hekJ at the 
Royal Sailors Home Club Portsmouth on 
May 28 and a church service will be hekJ at 
St George s Church. The Hard. Portsmouth 
on May 29 A Gibraltar Commemorative 
Crown is also being minted Details from J 
R Williams 14 Elizabeth Rd Stubbmgton 
Fareham Hants POI4 2RF (tei 0329 
667963) 

HMS Truculent: Members of Medway 
branch SOCA hope to hokJ a memorial ser 
vice to mark the 45th anniversary of the 
loss of the submarine on Jan 10 1995 De 
tails from Don Ritchie 66 LaytiekJ Rd. Gil¬ 
lingham Kent ME7 2QZ (tel 0634 575212) 

TS Beatty. Edinburgh Sea Cadet Unit ce¬ 
lebrates its 50th anniversary on June 16 
Former cadets and staff who wish to make 
contact regarding a reunion or other social 
events contact Lt Cdr (SCC) T Howie on 
031 669 7604 

HMS Wildgoose (1943 54) will hokJ their 
next reunion at Southport on Sept 22-25 
Details from K J Hayes. 10 Stratford Way 
Tiiehurst Reading RG3 5XT 

HMS Rotherham. East Indies Fleet 
(1943-45) will hokJ the«r next reunion m 
Yorkshire on Sept 3-6 Details from Bob 
Sandford 61 Tamarisk Pandora Meadows 
Kmqs Lynn. Norfolk 

HMS Ptym. Montebello Islands. 1952 will 
hokJ a reunion at Tenterden Kent Details 
from A Inwood on 0895 271045 

HMS Danng (1952-54) w<N hokJ their next 
reunion m Rhy* North Wales on Oct 8 De 
tails from Owen Simpson. 20 Green Close. 
Uley Glos GL11 5TH (tel 0453 860564) 

HMS Fitgard. Artificer Apprentices. 
1950 will hokJ reunion m Bournemouth m 
April 1995 Details enclosing sae to Alt 
Bates 29 ivydene Rd ivybndge PL21 9BJ 
(tel 0752 893975) 

HMS Cavaber Assn will hold their 50th 


anniversary celebrations m South Tyneside 
on Aug 26-30 Details from Sid Annmg. 14 
Kipling Gardens Crownhill Plymouth PL5 

HMS Bartiam Survivors Assn will hokJ 
their annual reunion dinner at the Royal Sai 
tors Home Club Portsmouth on May 21 
Details from Percy Cuilum. 41 Roedean Rd. 
Worthing BN 13 2BT (tel 0903 263350) 
HMS Cleopatra. USS Frank E Event. 
HMAS Melbourne: A memorial service will 
be hekJ at the US/Australian War Memorial 
Canberra on June 3 Details from Ron Bak 
er (ex-CPO) 58 Hawthorne St. Sadbers 
Crossing. Queensland 4305 Australia (tei 
(07) 281 3553 home. (07) 2803061) work 
(07) 280 3265 - fax) 

HMS Bnatenden Assn (1942-48) will 
hokJ their second reunion in Portsmouth on 
Aug 6 Details from Cbtf Lawrence. 31 The 
Limes Bletchiey Milton Keynes (tei 0908 
647665) 

Operations Primrose and Sickleforce 
Anyone wishing to take part m the Norwe 
gtan Freedom celebrations m May 1995 
contact J Bnggs 35 Hillpark Cres. Ptym 
outh PL4 8JP (tel 0752 668235) 

HMS Redoubt (1942 45) A lunchtime 
reunion wiH be hekJ at the Victory Services 
Club. Marble Arch, on May 10 Oetaiis from 
Sam Money 113 The Ridgeway Northaw 
Herts EN6 4BG (tel 0707 872720) 
Roedean School (1941 45): A reunion 
kmch has provisionally been arranged for 
July 20 for any RN personnel who took 
HMS Vernon courses there between May 
1941 -August 1945 when it was part ol HMS 
Torpedo School Details from Sam Money 
113 The Ridgeway Northaw. Potters Bar 
Herts EN6 4&G (tei 0707 872720) 

Cutlers Assn wiM hokJ their annual reun¬ 
ion at The Bmi Hotel Peterborough on Sept 
7 Non-members who served m the ex 
American Coast Guard cutters during the 
Second World War can obtain details from 
SkJ Simkin 67 Orchard Way. Wymondham 
Norfolk NR 18 0NY 

RN DEMS will hokJ a reunion at Starcoast 
WorkJ Pwiteh. North Wales (HMS Glen 
dower) on May 23-27 Details from Charles 
CotttS 2 Nr i Close Ashford Middx TW15 
1NT 

Central Flying School (Helicopter) 
Squadron Ex staff instructors are invited to 
a dmne» at RAF Shawbury on July 19 to 
mark 40th anniversary o! CFS(H) Contact 
Lt Ph.hp Gamer on 0939 250351 ext 7382 
HMS Gossamer reunion win take place at 
the Victoria Hotel Wolverhampton on June 
18 (please note change of venue) Details 
from Erie Morns on 091 252 2540 Book 
mgs must be made by the end of May 
702 LCP(L) Flotilla (1942 45): Shipmates 
m particular Frank C (Dusty) Millar and E J 
(Jack) Aimnond are invited to a reunion m 
Warsash on June 19 Details from Cohn 
Kitchmg 24 Chestnut Way Repton Derby 
DE65 6FO (tel 0283 703289) 

5th Gosport Sea Scout Group win hokJ a 
reurbon at the Group headquarters. St 
Luke s Road Hants on June 25 Details 
from Mr Bill Hyde on 0705 585706 



Troop ship Pasteur. 1940: Patrick Gluck. 
Waihseiienstrasse 328 CH- 8050 Zurich. 
Switzerland, is looking for information and 
pnotographs of the ship Pasteur which took 
part m Operation Bolero on Aug 2 1942 It 
was under the management of Cunard 
White Star as a troop ship and was based m 
Southampton 

Convoy to Suez. May 20 1941: George H 
Hilton. 2d Alexandra Ave. Wentworth Falls. 
New South Wales Australia 2782 woukJ like 
information regarding the convoy bound for 
Suez which comprises a half-a-dozen hner 
and a large cargo ship carrying troops and 
equipment to the Middle East 

HMS Eurocfydon. Malta 1946: Mr G 
Gwilliam. 6 Tearne St. St Johns. Worcester 
WR2 6BJ woukJ kke to know of the exact 
location of the establishment He visited 
Marta recently and was unable to find it 
HMS Caledonia (1937-39): Former 
apprentices boy seamen and communica¬ 
tors who may have a No 6 Journal of Train¬ 
ing contaci the association, c/o Jim Duck¬ 
worth. 87 The Howe. Murckshaw. Runcorn 
WA7 SEE 

LST 406. Normandy. 1944 and India. 
1945: O A O Nettt. 110 Lmgfoot Cres. 
Jordanthorpe Sheffield S8 8DB would like 
a copy of a photo ol the ship 

HM submarine Valient and Class (build 
to disposal): Steve McQueen Fastnet West 
View Rd. Bare Alston. Yeiverton. Devon 
PL20 7DO (tel 0822 840703) woukJ like 
information (stores, photographs, experi¬ 
ences. etc) to help compile a book on the 
history of these boats 
HMs Implacable: N D Ferns. 32 New 
Rd. ClanfiekJ. Portsmouth. Hants P08 0NR 
(tei 0705 593486) woukJ like lo know if 
there is a ship s association 
HMS Narvik. Hydrogen bomb leal. 
Maioen Island. 1957: Mick Cook. 2 John¬ 
son Close. Rochford Essex SS4 1TP woukJ 
like information about the family who lived 
on the island and mmed guano m the earty 
1900s 

Wrens black cap: Mrs Mo«ra Miller. 24 
OkJ Priory Rd. Southbourne. Bournemouth. 
Dorset BH6 3AO (tei 0202 424238) would 
like a Wrens wartime black cap 
HMS Vemon. 1934. Mrs S. J Buckley. 19 
Sherman Way. GonsaH Stafford ST20 0LX 
has found a silver medallion and cham en 
graved with HMS Vernon, inter pari. 1934. 
C T Boucher and woukJ like to return it to 
his family 

Caattee' Shipbreaking Yards (1838 
1938): Anyone who has information, photo¬ 
graphs of the shipbreakmg yards on the 
Thames contact Julia Sargent. Castles of 
Plymouth Ltd. Estover Close Plymouth PL6 
7PL (tel 0752 737 333) 

HMS Picotee. Aug 12 1941: Mrs D 
Laws. 34 The Village. Charlton. London SE7 
BUD is organising a memorial service at St 
George s Church. Chatham dockyard on 
Aug 12 m honour of all those who died 
when Picotee was sunk by U-568 and 
would kke to contaci families of the ship s 
comoanv with a view to attending 
Greenwich end Holbrook Royal Hospital 
School: Gus Britton Researcher Royal 
Navy Submarine Museum HMS Doiphm 
Gosport Hants POI 2AS (tel 0705 589985) 
intends to prepare a list of casualties suf¬ 
fered by ex boys during the school s exis¬ 
tence (the names of boys killed m the RAF 
Army. Merchant Service or m air raids are 
also required) 

HMS Recruit: Anyone wish to buy the 
ship s ben contact Mr F R Efcson. 39 
Moors Lane. NorthfiekJ. Birmingham. West 
M«Js B31 IDG 


Devonport Dockyard Railway: A book is 
m preparation about this system which up 
until 1966 has its own passenger tram ser 
vice Paul Burk halter 3 Sarum Close. Hart 
ley Vale Plymouth Devon PL3 5SH woukJ 
welc o me reminiscences and photographs 
— oostaqe and reasonable expenses met 

Pentcope poster Judy Hammett 172 
Durrants Rd Ponders End. Enfieto Middx 
EN3 7DF (tel 061 805 3201) woukJ like a 
copy of a poster or picture showing the 
view through a periscope entitled There 
are two kinds of ships, submarines and 
targets 

HMS Mefvernien. 1941: b W Partridge 3 
Delaware Gardens Weston Mill. Plymouth 
PL2 2ES (tel 0752 363250) woukJ like infor¬ 
mation about the intervening days b etwee n 
the ship being bombed and her being 
abandoned 

HMS Batdeaxe. 1962: Capt Robinson 
(0243 575337) woukJ like a copy of a photo 
of the ship entering Portsmouth showing 
repairs to the ship after her cofkston off the 
Clyde 

MTB operating More om be end Hey sham 
(1945-46): Mr w L Phillips. 8 Redoate The 
Pippins. Northw»ch Cheshire CW8 4TO 
woukJ like information about this ship s 
pennant number and would like to hear 
from anyone who has photos 

RN in Gibraltar Mr G J Podasta. 23 
Hawthorne Lodge Montague Gardens 
Gibraltar would like photos, postcards 
mamorabilia for a small booklet he is 
publishing 

HMS Ariadne: J N Thwaite 44 Fokat Dr 
Wantage. Oxon OXC12 7AL (tei 0235 
768200) woukJ kke information about a 
small silver lifebuoy-shaped brooch which 
was found locally — there was a small com¬ 
pass or something similar m the centre 
which disintegrated when the brooch was 
picked up 

Caledonia 1937-39 Boy’s Seamen and 
Communicators: Training Ship Journal No 
6 needed to complete Ron of Honour List 
compiled for the Scottish Naval Section m 
Edinburgh Museum Tel 0928 718109 


FIFTY YEARS ON 

A LOOK back at the wartime operations of the Royal Navy half a 
century ago this month. 

In home waters preparations for the invasion occupied much attention 
but the business of convoy and where possible carrying the war to the 
enemy continued Twenty two U boats were sunk but only five merchant 
ships totalling 27.000 tons were lost worldwide none in the North 
Atlantic 

A large convoy returning from North Russia passed through a pack of 
12 lurking U boats with the loss of only one ship — three of the U boats 
were sunk There was considerable Coastal Forces activity in the Adriat 
ic in support of Tito and his Partisans 

In South East Asia 85 aircraft from an Allied carrier force attacked 
Japanese installations at Sourabaya on Java 


Prmcto** events included 

I Swordfish from HMS Fencer sank U 277 
Off N Norway 

2: Swordfish from HMS Fencer sank U 674 
and U859 off N Norway HMS A>a* bombard 
ed Rhodes 

3: Two RAF Wefcngtons drove U 852 ashore 
on coast of itakan SomaMand 

4: HMS Elgei damaged by mme off Port 
land HMS Blankney USS Joseph E Campbe* 
and French ship Senegaia«s sank U 371 m the 
Mediterranean RCAF Welhngton sank U 846 
ei Bay of Biscay 

S: HM ships Starfcng Wren and WikJ Goose 
attacked U473 m N Atlantic sank ne«t day 

6: HM ships Afymcr Bickcrton and Bkgh 
and two Swordfish from HMS Vmde* sank U 
766 m N Attantc 

7: HMCS VakeyfekJ sunk by U 548 off Cape 
Race 

11: HMS Bicester bombarded Ardea south 
of Rome 

14: General Knepc commanding German 
forces vi Crete captured by Special Forces 
and lifted off to North Africa by boat 

15: HMS Dido gave gun support to Army m 
Gulf of Galea HM sfvps Biacktty and KWnar 


nock with two US Catakna s sank U 731 oft 
Gibraltar 

16: Norwegian Air Force Sunderland sank 
U 240 0 « Norway 

17: Three RAT Wcftngtons and US ships 
sank U 616 m Mediterranean Ajt attack on 
Japanese naval base at Sourabaya HMS »us 
Inous and USS Saratoga escorted by large 
aiked lorce ol RN RAN RNZN USN Nether 
lands and French sNps — three batticshrps 
one batitccn*scf s» erasers and 14 des 
trovers FAA Squadrons 832 851 1830 and 
1833 

16: RAF Catalina sank U 241 off SW 
Norway 

19: Two RAF Weikngtons HMS Ludtow and 
USS Nbiack sank U 960 m W Mediterranean 
21: HM sfkps iiddesdale Tenacious and 
Termagant sank U 453 off Cape Spar liven lo 
24: RAF Catakna sank U 476 oft Norway 
RAF Sunderland sank U 675 of S Norway 
27: RAF iterator sank U 292 ott SW Nor 
way 367 days after same aircraft had sunk 
another U boat same area 
26: MTB 732 acctoentatty Sunk by Free 
French Sf*p La Combattanie 
30: HMS Mrinc sank U 289 of Norway 
Taken from The Royal Navy Day by Day. 


Cavalier 

voyage 

The last remaining Second 
World War destroyer, HMS 
Cavalier, has completed her 
final voyage. She has moved 
from her riverside berth at the 
former Hawthorn Leslie Ship¬ 
yard in Hebburn into a nearby 
dry dock where it is proposed 
she will be permanently 
exhibited. 

Work will now start on 
cleaning her hull and carrying 
out a full survey of the de¬ 
stroyer to decide what work is 
required prior to opening to 
the public in time to commem¬ 
orate the ship’s 50th anniver¬ 
sary of her launch and com¬ 
missioning later this year. 


Over to You 
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NROs 

reduced 

The Naval Regional Offi¬ 
cer has played a vital role 
in the life of the associa¬ 
tion, his presence at cere¬ 
monial events, from annual 
conference to remem¬ 
brance services, helping to 
bond together the serving 
and ex-serving Navy. 

Hopefully the role he has 
played with distinction in 
the past will continue. 
However, branches should 
be aware that the number 
of NROs has recently been 
reduced from five to four 
which is bound to stretch 
availability somewhat. His 
responsibility for ships' 
visits and representation 
will, however, remain 
unchanged. 

A list of the names and 
addresses of the NROs 
was included in the March 
circular. 

Another sea change on 
the horizon which 
branches should note is 
that from April 1, 1995, the 
three existing Area Flag 
Officers will be reduced in 
number to two. 

Flag Officer Scotland 
and N. Ireland will become 
FO Scotland, Northern 
England and Northern Ire¬ 
land (FOSNNI) and FO 
Portsmouth and Plymouth 
will merge to become Flag 
Officer South (FO South). 


Yeovilton are bowled over 


A game of skittles is one way of bridging the 
generation gap as witnessed here by the happy 
faces of boys and girls from Lufton Adult Training 
Centre. They are pictured at Yeovil branch head¬ 
quarters with, from left, Shipmates Joe Rowland, 
■"any Cox and Doug Farge. 

Picture: Crewkeroe Studios. 


Veterans win 
fight to wear 

medal clasp 

As the count-down begins to the 50th anniversary of D- 
Day, many naval veterans will be celebrating their right to a 
“Minesweeping 1945-51" clasp to their Naval General Ser¬ 
vice Medal, a right previously denied them. 

It was not an oversight on the way intended by the Admiralty. 


part of the Admiralty that pre¬ 
vented them from getting the 
award but a rigid interpretation 
of the criteria set down for the 
award — 180 days at sea, actu¬ 
ally minesweeping, disqualified 
many. 

Following an investigation 
by the MOD. the Under Secre¬ 
tary of State has agreed that the 
recent interpretation of the cri¬ 
teria has not been done in the 


Up spirits at Culdrose 


The rc-dedication of the Redruth and Camborne re-furbished Rum Tub in the 
WOs* and CPOs’ Mess at RN air station Culdrose. the branch headquarters, was a 
very happy occasion for all concerned. 


Before the Rum Tub was 
christened. Colour Sgt Nick 
Chapman RM bugled “Up 
Spirits" and to mark the occa¬ 
sion and express appreciation 
to C uldrose a commemorative 
plaque, marking the final Rum 
issue on 1971. was presented to 
Capt Peter Fish, the CO. by the 
branch president. Shipmate 
Jack Harvey. A team from the 
Mechanical Workshops at Cul- 
drosc. led by CPO Paul Ro¬ 
berts. was responsible for the 
refurbishment. 

Reigate 

A dinner-dance, attended by 
wives and guests from Sitting- 
bourne and Dorking, was the 
choice of Reigate branch to 
mark us 21st birthday celebra¬ 
tion. The happy occasion was 
particularly memorable for 
Shipmates C. Dyson and B. 
Wells who were awarded life 
membership of the branch. Be¬ 
fore festivities ended £50 was 
raised for the Royal Star and 
Garter Home. 

Warwick 

Members of Warwick branch 
turned out in strength for the 
"laying-up" of the battle ensign 
of HMS Warwick, presented to 
the town after the Battle of Zee- 
brugge. After a service in the 
C ollegiate Church of St Mary, 
250 veterans, displaying 25 
standards, paraded. The salute 
was taken by Capt D. I. 
Rhodes, the branch president, 
who was accompanied by 12 
survivors of the Warwick. Mu¬ 
sic for the parade was provided 
by Warwick and Leamington 
Sea Cadet band with a 40- 
strong colour guard and escort 
marching with bayonets fixed. 


Cambridge 

When the US foul berthed 
in the port of I* vcrcll, Washing¬ 
ton alter duties in the Gulf. 
Shipmates Jim and Pal Mortey 
were among the visitors wailing 
to greet her. On behalf of I he 
branch they presented an RNA 


plaque to the CPOs’ and POs' 
Mess. 


No. 10 Area 

Shipmate Harry Blythe 
(Northwich). who has been 
chairman No. 10 Area for 18 
years, handed over the reins to 
his successor. Shipmate John 
Dixon (Salford), at the area an¬ 
nual general meeting, attended 
by 186 delegates, representing 
49 branches. In recognition of 
his years of service. Shipmate 
Harry was presented with a 
whisky lantulus by area presi¬ 
dent. Shipmate Philip Watters. 
Members were sad to hear that 
their popular council member. 
Shipmate Tom Gallagher, has 
decided to stand down after the 
RNA July conference. Tom has 
held the position of national 
council member for eight years 
and his wealth of experience 
and knowledge will be missed. 


No. 4 Area 

Thanks to some rigorous 
coaching by Shipmates Bert 
Channon. Richard Debcnham 
and Jock Porteous a high stan¬ 
dard of performance was 
achieved by the nine contes¬ 
tants in No. 4 Area standard 
bearers competition. It was 
held over the annual area get- 
together at Barton Hall. Ship¬ 
mate Ray Pearsey (Taunton), 
was the winner of the competi¬ 


tion and is now No. 4 Area 
standard bearer. Shipmate Gra¬ 
ham Evans (Dartmouth) is the 
assistant standard bearer. 

Riyadh 

That absent friends remem¬ 
ber those at home was proved 
to the Portsmouth Lifeboat Sta¬ 
tion when it received a surprise 
donation of £300 from the 
Riyadh branch in Saudi Arabia 
for which it is most grateful. 

Gloucester 

At Gloucester branch annual 
general meeting the newly- 


elected chairman. Shipmate 
Mike Pratt, presented certifi¬ 
cates of appreciation to the fol¬ 
lowing members for their work 
on behalf of the branch: Ship¬ 
mates Tiddy Ferris, Eddie Ben¬ 
nett, Dave Cooper, Betty Hill 
and Carol Morris. 


Legal advice and authoritative 
examples of their medal criteria 
support this view and the 
department now seeks to set 
the matter right. 

The criteria now agreed for 
gaining the award is 180 days* 
service in a mine countermea¬ 
sures vessel in the relevant geo¬ 
graphical areas 

What this means to former 
serving members of the Royal 
and Commonwealth Navies, 
previously refused the award, is 
the right to the “Minesweeping 
1945-51" clasp which they can 
proudly sport at D-Day par¬ 
ades. It can be made posthu¬ 
mously to the next of kin who 
believe their relatives were pre¬ 
viously denied the award. 

The award can be obtained 
by applying to NPP (Acs) 7b, 
Centurion Building. Grange 
Road. Gosport, Hants POI3 
9AX, giving name, initials, offi¬ 
cial number, rank/rate, name of 
HM ship and dates served on 
board. 


D-Day 


From the President of 
the Royal Naval Associa¬ 
tion, Admiral Sir Desmond 
Cassidi: 

“We at the RNA are con¬ 
tent that we have been 
brought into consultation 
in the work the Ministry of 
Defence has done to com¬ 
memorate this occasion 
and we hope as many as 
possible of our members 
will come to the Drumhead 
Service on South sea Com¬ 
mon on June 5 — and also 
join the Royal British 
Legion and Normandy Vet¬ 
erans Association on June 
6 for the march to the D- 
Day Stone at 11 a.m., coin¬ 
ciding with the commemo¬ 
rations then being held in 
France." 


THE ROYAL NAVY OF WWII ON VIDEO 


New ... THE GREAT ARMADA OPERATION TORCH ... part 8 

Contains huge amount of rare RN Nm concerned with the N African landings etc. 
The number of HM Ships evolved is far too great to lot, while the Force H \ FAA 
footage is the most comprehensive ever yet seen, afl brought to life in the usual 
RN manner regular customers have long appreciated Stil available ts ‘The Hazards 
of Russian Convoys' and previous six programmes Each is 60 mms duration and UK 
price £21.90 (inc pop) 
free f ‘ 


i six programmes 

. .»). Elsewhere add £3.05. For detarfs of these past episodes plus 
ee indeo & docount otter SAE. This is the ONLY on-gomg senes of OUR war at sea 


N.V.T.C., BECK HOUSE. ESCRICK. N. YORKS Y04 6JH (0904) 728239 


HOTLINE 
0367 241225 

mi |ii 

IKIMinr. larinicdtHi 
ox..,, s\- mik 


THE FINEST CAR PURCHASE PLAN 
AT HOME AND OVERSEAS 

Wherever you are in the world, if you’re considering a new car, tax free for export 
or tax paid for return to Britain, you could be on the way to owning a 
prestigious new Rover at well below list Price. There will be a 
big saving from the Rover/SCE concession. 

Expert advice and test drive 
IX*livery where you want it - shipping arranged 

• Flexible finance - tailored to suit you 
(subject to status) 

• Used car disposal facility 
• Widespread after sales care network 
• Fast efficient mail order system 

If it’s Rover...it’s SCE 


ROVER 


Name: _ 


Address: 


.Title/Rank 


.Tel Day:. 


.Tel Eve.: 


. Dale Required: 


Car for use in (country):_ 

I am interested in: HOO Series CD 600 Series □ 100 Series . I 200 Saloon 200 Coupe .□ 

200 Cabriolet J Montego Estate. J Metro □ Mini ! land Rover IX-fcnder □ 
Und Rover Discovery C J Range Rover J TAX FREE FOR EXPORT TAX PAID FOR UK USE J 
Post to SCE Ud. FREEPOST. Faringdon. Oxon SN7 SBR (No stamp required if mailed in UK or BFPO) 


y For the full story 
Vj - call us now or 
I send the coupon 
I for your full 
I colour Rover/SCE 
! infnnn.iiion ji.uk 
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Notice Board 



Points 

1 

Appointments 

1 

Promotions to Chief 


THE following list shows the total points of 
the men and women at the top of each 
advancement roster for petty officer and 
leading rates as at May 1. 1994 
Intermediates (Ini) indicates that person¬ 
nel can be advanced before they are eligible 
to receive merit points or before the roster 
can be adyusted to take account of them 
This means that personnel are advanced m 
basic date order Oates shown against 
"Int.' rosters are the basic dates of the top 
ekoibfo personnel 

the number following the points (or basic 
dates) is the number of men who were ad¬ 
vanced during April 

CCMEAML — Int (16 1 92). Nil; 
CCMEAEL — Int (15 7 93). Nil; 
CCMEAMLSM — Int (6 7 93). Nil; 
CCMEAELSM — Int (4 9 92). Nil; 
CCWEAAOC — Int (28 7 92). 1: 

CCWEAWOO - Int (27 11 92). Nil; 
CCWEAADCSM - Int (20 7 93). Nil; 
CCWEAWDOSM — Int (13 11 92) Nil; 
CCAEAM - Int (1 5 92). Nil; CCAEAR - Int 
(1 9 93). Nil; CCAEAWL — Int (1.1 91). 1. 

PO(EWKO)/(RSKW) - 151. N4; LS(EW)/ 
LfKXW) - Int (14 7 92). Nil; PO(M) - Int 
(14 7 92). Nil; L3(M) — Int (14 7 92). 1; 
PO(lt) — 267. 1; LSIR) - Int (12 5 92). 3. 
PO(S) - Int (16 3 93). Nil LS<S) — Int 
(6 12 91). 2; P0(0) — 318. Nil. LS{0) - 513, 
Nil. PO(MWX0) — Int (10 11 92). Nil. 
LS(MW) - Int (6 12 91). 2 PO<SR) - 469. 
Nil. LS(8R) - 287. 1. PCX SEA) — 301. Nil. 
POCY - 364. Nil, LRO(T) _ 3S0. Nil. POPS 
- 354. 2. LRO(G) — 297. Nil; POPT - 299. 
Nil. RPO — 230. Nil 


POMEM(L)(GS) - Int. (18 9 92). 2; 
LMEMfLXGS) - int. (10 11 92). Nil PO 
MEMfMMOS) — 533. 3; LMEkRMWGS) — 
373. 1; POWEM(0)(GS) - 223. Nil; 
LWEM(OXGS) - 61. 1; POWEM(R)(GS) — 
Int (1 9 92). Nil. LWEM(RMGS) — Int 
(29 1 93). 5 POCA - 237 Nil. POCK(OS) — 
376. Nil. LCK(GS) - 124. 3; POSTD(GS) — 
621. 3. LSTOQS) - Int (20 2 92) 3. PO 
SA(GS) - 563. Nil. LSAJOS) — 144 2; 
POWTFXG8) — 07. 3; LWTR(GS) — Int 
<29 6 92). 2; 

POMA — 107. 3; LMA — Dry. 7; 
PO(SXSMXO) - 91. 1; LS(SXSM) - 428 
Nil. PO(TS)(SM) - Int (25 3 92). Nil. 
LS(TS)(SM) — 124. Nil. PORS($M) — 312. 
Nil. LRO(SM) — 123. Nil. POMEM(L)(SM) - 
361. Nil; LMCMfLXSM) - 138. Nil. PO 
MEMfMXSM) - 856. Nil LMEM(MXSM) 
845. Nil. PCKWSMI — 406. 2; LOM(WSM) — 
269. N4. POWEM(RXSM) — Int (311 92). 
Hi: LWEM(RXSM) - 290. Nil; 

PO(UWXSM) Dry. Hi. POSA(SM) - 230. 
Nil. LSA(SM) — Int (18 6 92). Nil. 
POWTII(SM) — 135. 1. LWTRISM) - Int 
<3 3 92). Nil; POCK(SM) Int 2 LCK(SM) 
— 882. Nil; POSTD(SM) — 465. Nil. 
LSTD(SM) - 816. Nil. POA(AH) — 953. Nil. 
LA(AH) — 818. Nil. POA(METOC) — Dry. 

.. POA(PHOT) - 

Nil. LA(SE) — 


Nil LA(METOC) - Int. Nil; 
383. NH. POA(SE) - 521. 


301. Nil. 


POACMN — 490. 1; POAEM(M) - 395. 
Nil. LAEM(M) — 437. Nil. POAEM(R) — 151. 
Nil; LAESm — 503. Hi: POAEMCWL) — 
505. NH LAEMfWL) — 563. NH. POAC — 
Dry. NH. POWRENfR) 222. NH; LWREN(R) — 
175. Nil POWREN(RS) — 389. Nil; 
LWREN(RO) — 314. NH. 

POWRENPT — 306. Nil RPO WREN — 
83. NH; POWRENCK — Int. NH; LWRENCK 

— mt (18 2 93). NH POWRENSTD 869, 
Nil. LWRENSTD - 152. NH POWRENSA 
417. NH. LWRENSA - 138. Nil. POW 
RENWTR — 136. NH. LWRENWTR — Int 
(15 6 92). 2; POWRENWTR(G) — 310, NH. 
LWRENWTIXO) — Int (15 6 93). Nil. POW 
RENMETOC — Int. NH. LWRENMETOC — 
Dry. Nil. POWRENPMOT - Int. NH. 

POWRENAEM(M) — 448. Nil. LWREN 
AEM(M) - 353. Nil. POWRENAEM(R) — 
82. Nil LWRENAEM(R) - 414. NH. POW 
RENAEM(WL) — 485. NH. LWRENAEM(WL) 

— 432. NH POWRENETS - 442. NH. 
LWRENETS — 218. NH. LWRENTEL - 499. 
1 POWRENWA — 208. Nil LWRENWA — 
243. Nil. POWRENDHYG - 262. NH. POW 
RENOSA - 125. Nil. LWRENDSA - 182. 1. 
POEN(G) — Int (10.11 92). NH. LEN(G) - 
Dry. NH. PONN — Int (12 5 92). 3. POMA(0) 

— 143. NH; LMAfO) — 70. NH 

The Basic Dates quoted for the female 
ratings m the following categories, which 
have no examination for the next higher 
rate, are applied in accordance with 
BR1066 Chapter 22 
POWREN QA Int (16 12 93). NH. POW- 
REN TEL — 1156. NH 
In accordance with DCI(RN) 37/93 aH 
qualified female seagoers now appear on 
the RN rosters only 
It should be noted that the number of 
B13s issued m the female categories are 
those advanced from the female Shore 
Roster. 


Stoop Drafts 


LS(R) Young. 3GP Mess. HMS Battleaxe 
WiH consider any Plymouth or Portsmouth 
seagoing or shore draft 

LS<EW) Lawson. HMS Monmouth Will 
swop for any Devonport shore base or ship 
not deploying 

AB(EW) Jamieson. HMS Monmouth Will 
swop lor any Devonport shore base or ship 
not deploying 

ROIfT) Bright. COM MCE N RN air station 
CukJrose. drafted HMS Glasgow m Aug 
WHI swop lor any Devonport ship, deploying 

LRO O’Connor POST CXO ext 3761. 
drafted HMS York m Nov WHI swop for any 
Devonport ship deploying or not. 

STD Clark. HMS Shetland (tel 0860 
816152 or 0383 737969) drafted HMS Nep¬ 
tune m May WHI swop for any Rosyth shore 
base or ship 

AE(EW) Jenkm. HMS Manchester, draft 
ed HMS Invincible m April Will consider any 
Plymouth swop 

AB(R) Maiden HMS Battleaxe WHI con¬ 
sider any Rosyth draft 


Commodore P. C. B. Cante as COMAW. July 24 
Lt Cdr A. F. Holt, Bulldog in command. November 29 
Lt Cdr J. N. Saunders 849 Sqn in command. October 7 
Lt I. K. Adam, Orwell in command. August 2. 


SD List 


THE following officers have been provi¬ 
sionally selected for promotion 

SPECIAL DUTIES 

To Commander — to date October 1 
1994 

SEAMAN: J. D O Bnen. A M Gregory 

To lieutenant-commander P A. H 
Piercy. R. L. Oakes. R P W Stephens. A 
W J. Madge. T Suddes. N J Denham. A 
J Heaty. P S Hoper. K B Blake. D J 
Bryant. J Francis 


To commander - E. R 
Smith-Jaynes. G. Freeston. M A Baker 
To lieutenant commander —LA Akson. 
D G Brecken. E T Haskel. P J Mawby. J 
T Holden. S M Ryder. M J Smyth. K D 
McIntosh. 0 Poole. P S Thomas. R Hart. 
R S B Titcumb. M J Barnden. T Hyde. R 
J Arthur. P V Webb. L R Nethercott. D B 
Harwood. M 0 Sumner. P T De Jonghe. 
S. A Haywood 

Supply and Secretariat: To commander 
— R. J Holder 

To lieutenant commander — S A Lowe. 
A G Hubbard. D T Marsh. G Price 

Medical: To lieutenant -commander — M 
W Walker. T. J. G Mugndge. M A White 


POWEMKO) Burge. HMS Boxer (tel 0579 
83820). drafted HMS Coii.ngwood m July 
Will swop for any Devonport ship or Plym¬ 
outh shore base 

LRO(T) Pounder. 20 Stbd Mess. HMS 
Glasgow WHI swop for any Devonport- 
based Type 22 deploying or not 
WROI LLoyd. HM5 Sheffield, drafted 
HMS Warrior m June Will swop for any 
Plymouth/west country shore base 
LCK Wright HMS Dryad, ext 4480. draft¬ 
ed HMS Montrose WHI swop for any Ports¬ 
mouth-based ship, deploying or not 
POfEWXO) Brown HMS Chatham draft¬ 
ed HMS Drake m Sept WHI swop for any 
EW-reiated shore |Ob 
LS(S) Buck land HMS Drake, ext 65111. 
drafted HMS Cumberland m July Will swop 
for any Portsmouth ship or shore base 
LRO(G) Taylor. HMS Iron Duke, drafted 
RN air station Cuidrose m Aug WHI swop 
for any Plymouth shore base 
AB(M) Hicks. HMS Heda WiM swop for 
any Portsmouth or Plymouth ship, deploy¬ 
ing or not 




Whether yov just foncy a short break or a fuH holiday, you'll not find a Country 
Chib with better sports ond Leisure fodtities than the China Fleet Country Chib. 

■ Excellent accommodation at very competitive prices 

■ Superb position, dose to Plymouth and set in owes o( beautiful Cornish countryside 
odjoining the River Tamar 

■ Dazzling array of on-site sports and leisure fodkties including Sauna, Jocuzzi, Pools and 
Bodz Fitness Suite 

■ Visit our 'FormHouse' bistro/brasserie stylish, great value for a drink a snock or a three 
course meal 

■ Various bars to suit oil tastes 





Ben 


SUPPLEMENTARY LIST 

Seaman: To commander — N K 
nett. N J Ward 

To lieutenant-commander — A. R David. 
C Rawson. G J Spencer. A. P Hands. R 
R Cuthbert. L Taylor. D E Sealy. C R 
Eaton. M A Sewed. C W Porter. M C. 
Waiter. D B Stidston. R E J Dowdell. P 
s Lloyd. D C W Mart. L. J Watson. S M 
Swales. P B Davis. S J France. M J 
Burrows. R P Chaloner. P T Fraser. N J 
Thompson. S Savage. J C. Lee. S M Elk- 
man. R M H. Dane 

Engi n eering: To lieutenant-commander 
— P M Suckling. M R Sugdcn 

Supply and secretariat To lieutenant 
- f — D. I. Franks 


Instructor To keutenant-comander — A 
D Boorer. T M Day. C G Bryce. P D 
Monger. C. A Scott-Dickms. A P Davison. 
N Hickmg. J F Richardson. J M Ham 
mersley. J R Naden. A Read. A J Elliot 

Female non-speciekst Officers: To keu- 
tenant commander — J M Shawcross. J. 
E Fortescue 

ROYAL MARINES 

To captain SD — A Davies. S A. Wakeiy. 
D M J. Clark. P A Harredme. T J. 
Sawyer 


Deaths 


Cpi M. J. Davies. 42 Cdo RM. March 22. 
1994 

POA(AH) S. H. D. Birchen. RNAS Cui¬ 
drose. April 13. 1994 
LSTD P. C. M. Prouse. HMS Drake. Apri 
13. 1994 


W. A G. Pettyfer, ex AB. HMS Auckland 
and Penelope survivor Member Sidcup 
RNA Aged 76 

M Peacock. BEM. ex-CPO PTI. Ships 
include Dunkirk. Conquest and Hermes 
G. Newport and A. Davies. ex-ABs. 
members of HMS Consort Association 
B. Jones. HMS Ganges Association and 
SOCA 

J. A. Elkmgton and L. A. Richardson 
Caledonia 37. Majestic Caledonia Assocta- 


Capt C. G. Cuthbertson DSC. RNR. CO 
of Scimitar. Ibtscus. Snowflake. Hefford 
Life Member Flower Class Corvette Associ¬ 
ation Aged 87 

A. Dray served 1942-49. ex-AB gunlayer 
Ships include HMLST 263. Trumpeter. Sav¬ 
age and Broadsword Aged 69 
R. Blackburn, ex-CPO Ships include 
Norfolk. Cambrian and Fearless Served 
1946-70 Aged 62 

The deaths are reported of the following 
members of the Algertnes Association: J. 
Small (Thisbe) and L. G. Clarke 
(Chameleon) 

W. Edmondson, aged 66. and B. Bntton. 

(65). founder members of Fleet Air Arm 


H. Burrows. ex-PO Stoker Ships * 
t Helens 


RNA 


HMS Furious Member of St I 
A. I. Peerse, ex-CRS 
A. Wann. ex-AB HMS Encounter survi¬ 
vor and Japanese POW Aged 72. 


Pen Friends 


Joyce (41) Edinburgh Hayley (17) 
Boreat. Northerns Donna Mane (20) Dun¬ 
dee Pauline (37) Norwich Karen (29) 
Heanor, Derbyshire Emmeline (16) Surrey 
Michelle (17) W Thamesmead London 
Clare (17) Woolwich. London Helen (17) 
London EC1 Vicky (29) Chesterfield. 
Derbyshire 

Patricia (44) Mid Glamorgan. Wales Hay- 
ley (23) Cfwyd. N Wales Po«y (43) Ports¬ 
mouth Margaret (47) Evesnam. Wore 
Amanda (38) Chichester. W Sussex Elaine 
(40) Newport. Gwent Mary (47) St Austell. 
Cornwall Judi (46) Bushey Heath. Herts 
Tertna (22) Bidford-on-Avon. Warwickshire 
Ke«y (22) I 
Nancy (24) Uanynys. 

BagHfy. Cfwyd Paula (23) 

Kent Undeay (23) Fleetwood. Lancs Mag 
gle (42) Sheffield Joanne (18) Watt 
Herts Elizabeth (18) Jarrow. Tyne & W 
Tracy (20) Walsall. W Midlands Claire 
Peterborough. Cambs. Louie* ( 
Grantham. Uncs 
Paula (43) Formby. Merseyside Maureen 
(36) Basingstoke. Hants Sandra (40) Whit¬ 
ley Bay. Tyne & Wear Carol (32) Ford. 
Plymouth Catherine (38) Stirling. Scotland 
GHhan (25) Ptumstead. London Juke (22) 
London Demw ' 

Michelle (29) w 
Patience (29) Roys ton. Herts 
Kerry (24) Willenhall. W Midlands 
Valerie (28) NetherhaH. Leicester Irene (42) 
Bolton. Lancs Alexandra (17) Brentwood. 
Essex Jayne (26) Kings Langley. Herts 
Evonne (21) Dumbarton. Scotland Claire 
(23) Swinton. S Yorkshire Sue (25) Ches¬ 
ter Victoria pi) East Dulwich. London 
Juka (25) Colchester 
Miss D. (25) Consett. Co. Durham 
Joanne pi) Dowderry. Cornwall Penny 
pi) Dundee. Scotland Nicole (28) Rams 
gate. Kent Donna (18) Banff. Grampian. 
Scotland Karen (27) Upmmster. Essex Ju 
lie (19) White field. Mnachester Lynn pi) 
Broughty Ferry. Dundee Karen (25) Deal. 
Kent Paula (19) Wolverhampton. W 


. Cfwyd Susan (39) 
23) Nr Broadstavs. 


( 20 ) 

>4) 


n Telford. Shropshire 
Green. Sheffield 


Lynne (46) Swmdon. Wiltshire 
(30) Sitting bourne. Kent Maureen (47) Man 
Chester Lynn (38) Middlesbrough. Cleve¬ 
land Tanya (27) Gosport Hants Wendy 
(28) Swanscombe. Kent Penny (45) Ryde. 
Isle of Wight Jacky (25) Whiston. Mersey 
side Mic fn ie (24) Boscombe. Bourne¬ 
mouth Alexandra (22) Bath. Avon 


Authority for promotion of the foAowtng 
ratings to chief petty officer was issued by 
HMS Centurion m April 

OPERATIONS BRANCH 
(COMMUNICATIONS GROUP PT AND 
REGULATING) 

To CPORS — I. K Pye (Caroline) 

MARINE ENGINEERING BRANCH 

To CPOMEM(M) - W S Wefbury (Excel¬ 
lent). M G. Milne (RM Poole) 

WEAPON ENGINEERING BRANCH 

To CPOWEM(0) G A Handley (Drake) 

SUPPLY AND SECRETARIAT BRANCH 

To CPOSTD — AT Brown (FONA) 

To CPOWTR —SBC Watson (Ra 
leigh). S R Shilvock (Drake). M Harper 
(ExceAent) 

MEDICAL BRANCH 

To CPOMA - S. J Cooper (Comacchio 
GP RM). MRP Rayment (2SL/CNH) 

SUBMARINE SERVICE 

To CPORS — C. S Mould (Wamor) 

To CPOMEM(L) — J MacNeil (Resolu¬ 
tion. Port) 

To CPOMEMpA) — C. Man (Repulse. 
Port) 

FLEET AIR ARM 

To CPOACMN - M. P Dodd (845 Sqn) 

FEMALE BRANCHES 

To CPONN — H. A. Arter (Heron) 


R. Savage. West Hem RNA. Worcester 
Naval Ckib and PTI Association Aged 78 

R. Cluces. MBE Served 1947-57 Diver m 
HMS C20 Ceylon and Reclaim Manufactur 
er of RN diving equipment 

H. Greenwood. Secretary of Burnley and 
Pendie Ex-Naval Association 

A. Carlyle. ex-Stoker Ships include HMS 
Freesia Served 1940-45 Member of Da- 
ckngton RNA and serving Companion ol the 
Fellowship of the Services Aged 77. 

B. Chalmers, ex-submariner and vice 
chairman Doncaster RNA Aged 72 

J. Elwood and R. Chamberlain, members 
of Helton Apprentices Naval Wing 
Association 

T. Prince BEM. ex-CPO Served 1939 
61 Ships include Revenge. Berwick. Ho¬ 
gue. Glasgow Founder member Blackpool 
White Ensign Aged 72. 

B. Cenn. ex-AB Ships include Lion. Bir¬ 
mingham and Nubian Aged 53 

W. A. L. Wood house ex-CPO (SBA) 
Served 1934-61 Ships include Anson. Bu 
mmgham and Campania (Aged 78) 

F. M. Green. ex-CPO Air Fitter Served on 
loan m HMAS Sydney during Korea and m 
HMAS Albatross Also RNAS Lossiemouth. 
Yeovitton and Daedalus Member East Kent 
FAAA Aged 64 

A. Lines. ex-LTel Served 1917-42 In 
submarines from 1924. including K6. X end 
L boats and XI Aged 93 

B. Jones. ex-PO Electrician Served m S. 
T and A Class boats plus Rorqual and 
Orpheus 

D. Colli*. DSM. ex-AB HSD Served m 
Sturgeon and other S Class submarines 
plus Terrapin 

F. Wood bridge. ex-AB Served m Ober 
on. Oruc end Thorn 

The deaths are reported of the following 
members ol the Association of Royal Navel 


Glenda (43) New Moston. Manchester 
Jackie (24) Hartlepool. Cleveland Lisa (23) 
Wigan. Lancs Ruth (23) Morecambe. Lan¬ 
cashire Eileen (40) Wicklord Grace (38) 
Christchurch. Dorset Liee (20) Exeter. 
Devon Use (16) South fields. London All. 
son (23) Kensal Rise. London Barbara (39) 
Wmchmore Hd. London 

Janet (44) Trowbridge. Wiltshire Anne 
(15) Workington. Cumbria Jane (39) Dun¬ 
dee Tayside Scotland Clair (21) Solihull. 
W Midlands Denise (27) Stevenage. Herts 
Andrea (33) Kettering. Northerns Unde (27) 
Sheffield Carrie (20) Sheffield Gwen (32) 
Aylesbury. Bucks Brenda (27) WodSton 
Southampton 

Louise (19) Kmgston-upoo HuK. N Hum¬ 
berside Mane (25) Shorehem by Sea. W 
Sussex Jackie (30) Watford. Herts Steph 
ante (19) Houghton le-Spring. Sunderland 
Anne (21) Ellesmere Port. S Wirral Kate 

(17) Gloucester Keren (24) Bury. Lancs 
Dawn (28) Canvey Island. Essex Claire (20) 
Worcester Pamela (36) Camborne, 
ComweN 

Michelle (28) Paignton. S. Devon Louise 

(18) Swwidon. Wiltshire Debbie (28) Wey 
mouth. Dorset Marianne (26) Ely. Cambs 
MicheUe (16) BJborough. Nottingham Pearl 
(37) Leeds. W Yorkshire Shelley (30) 
LHceby. S Humberside Jenny (34) Wool 
ston. Southampton Mist C. (26) W4mslow. 
Cheshire Kathryn (35) Peterborough. 
Cambs 

Andrea (27) Peterborough. Cambs All- 
eon (22) Lowestoft. Suffolk Sharon (31) Nr 
Saffron Walden. Essex Joanne (21) \ 
nngton. Peterborough. Cambs Liee 
Stoke-on-Trent. Staffs Catherine (20) 

E Kent Claire (18) Garston. Herts Jac- 
(20) BaJmacara. Ross Shire. Scotland 
ih (23) Ptymouth. Devon Janet (54) 
Blackburn. Lancs 


D 


Ford. 


Plymouth Kim (19) 
Amy (22) Exeter Tracey 
»x Catherine (30) Spon- 
Cam 


e pt) ! 

Colchester. Esse: 

(27) Braintree. Essex 
pon. Derby Amanda (27) Sawston. 
bridge Lynn (30) Sandbank. Bloxwich Alt 
eon (20) Exeter Lynne (42) Wakefield. W 
Yorks 

Amanda (27) Higher Mar ston. Cheshire 
Pet (39) Weymouth. Dorset Sheila (44) 
Radckffe. Gtr Manchester Juke (36) Efford. 
Ptymouth. Devon Hare! (27) Storehouse. 
Plymouth Liee (25) Southend-on-Sea. 
Essex Juke (30) Walton-on-Thames. Sur- 


CHIEF PETTY OFFICER ARTIFICER 

HMS Centurion has been notified of the 
following advancements to Chef Petty Offi¬ 
cer Artificer which were made by Com¬ 
manding Officers m April 1994 
To CPOCT(A) - W J Fouikes (Beaver) 
To ACPOCTfA) — N J Lawton (GCHO 
Cheltenham). R S«m (Ark Royal) 

To ACPOCT(L) — J P Helm (MOD 
CNSO) 

To CPOMEA — S. M Ashmore (CFM Ro¬ 
syth). M W Burton (Neptune). J. M Christie 
(Brazen). J Cramb (Neptune). A R Watts 
(Tweiess). S P Wells (Talent). M Wilson 
(London) 

To ACPOMEA — N W Green (Fearless). 
A W Johnston (Talent). G Pratt (Ports¬ 
mouth FMRO), B J Records (Fearless). D 
J Richards (Portsmouth FMRO). A J Snell 
(Defiance). I P Stone (Portsmouth FMRO) 

To CPOAEA(M) - S M Roberts 
(Seahawk) 

To CPOAEA(R) — H F Lounds (849 Sqn 
A Fit) 

To ACPOAEA(R) — D I Onley (849 Sqn 
B Fit) 

To CPOWEA — G Beech (Repulse. 
Stbd). M A Braden (Neptune SMI). M J 
Coleman (Neptune SMI). S F Evans (Col 
kngwood). S S Houghton (Neptune Sml). 
S t Hun (Portsmouth FMRO). M Orr (In¬ 
vincible). I C R A Quayle (BF Gibraltar) 

To ACPOWEA - J S O Neil (Dakiada). 
A P Young (Iron Duke) 

ACTING CHARGE CHIEF ARTIFICER 

Authority was issued by HMS Centurion 
m April 1994 for the fokowma ratings to be 
advanced to Acting Charge Chief Artificer 

To ACCWEA - S K Martin 
(Cumberland) 

To ACCAEA — W C. T Dale (Seahawk) 


Officers: Cdr D. A. Becker. Rear Admiral A. 
S Boll CB DSO DSC. Lt V Cruse. Cdr A. M 
Dennis. Cdr E. E. B. Ford. Lt Cdr R. J. B 
Finlay. Lt N. U. A. Hogg and Lt Cdr J. E. 
Williams 


ROYAL NAVAL ASSOCIATION 

The deaths are reported of the following 
shipmates 

R. W. Vaudtn. Leeds, member of the Nor 
mandy Veterans Association Served m 
HMS Anson Aged 68 

E. A Newby. Hunstanton. Aged 73 

S. Smeeton. ex-PO. Brentwood Aged 74 

B. F. Tilley. ex-PO. hie member and trea 

surer Bodmin Secretary Rodney Assocta 
tion and vice chairman No 4 Area Served wi 
various ships and submarines including 
HMS Rodney 

R. Warner, ex-submanner Kettering 
Served m hm Ships Revenge. Warspite and 
Truculent AGed 32 

W Plant, ex-CPO. Bishop s Stortford 
Served from 1933 to 1946. last ship HMS 
Dauntless Former member Eastbourne 
branch Aged 79 

B. E. I. Evans, founder member Bwchmg- 
ton on Sea Aged 60 

B. Neary ex RM president Oldham 
Served m 42 Commando as Weapon Tram 
mg Instructor Saw service m Malaya and 
Hong Kong 

F. Jones. Llandudno Aged 67 

G. B. Dyer. Nuneaton Aged 70. 

J. Clark. Wiuesden. served m RN and 
HMNZ Aged 70 

J. H. White. Welwyn Garden, served m 
the Navy for almost 12 years Ships include 
HMS Warspite Commanding Officer Here 
ford Sea Cadet Corps Aged 69 


rey Kann (30) London Uaa Jayne (23) Lon¬ 
don Karen (28) Port Slade, E Sussex 

Uaa (22) Ibstock. Leicestershire Clare 
(19) Fownhope. Hereford Racheal (21) 
Lowestoft. Suffolk Pauline (20) 
Abbeywood. London Kay (28) Bridlington. 
E Yorkshire Debbie (20) Radckfle. Man 
Chester Sharon (30) Down ton. Wiltshire 
Uaa (23) Mitcham. Surrey Bev (32) East 
Stanley. Co Durham Claire (20) Down ton. 
Nr Salisbury. Wilts 

Carol (34) Keighley. W Yorkshire Kerry 
(23) Mansfield. Notts Caron (22) Dukmfieid. 
Cheshire Juke (50) Lancaster. Lancs Lor¬ 
raine (23) Surrey Jeanette (30) Bolton. 
Lancs Llaa (25) Denton. Manchester 
20) Edwmstowe. Mansfield. Notts 
24) Liverpool Tracey (23) Leigh-on- 
Sea. Essex 


Angela (24) Carshalton. Surrey Jeer 

> Sarah 


_ __ _ _(49) 

Sutton-m-Craven. Yorkshire Sarah (16) 
Little Aston, w Midlands Tracey (29) Li8- 
mgton. Warwickshire Chhsbne (19) St Hoi 
ens. Merseyside Wendy (33) North field, 
n Sue (25) Wmsford. Cheshire 
• (17) Ipswich. Suffolk 


(32) East l 


. London Caroline (34) Dtss. 


Beverley (29) An field. Liverpool Jennie 
Lee (16) Biibocough. Nottingham Lorraine 
(39) Gateshead. Tyne & Wear Diane (20) 
Barnsley. S Yorkshire Anastasia (33) 
Brentwood. Essex Lome (26) Northpro 
sped. Ptymouth Marta (21) Port Talbot. W 
Glamorgan Audrey (35) Cheltenham. Glou¬ 
cester Tracey (16) Biiborouah. Nottingham 
Marta (26) Northprosped. Ptymouth 

Wendy (28) Pinner. Middlesex Patricia 
(29) Clitheroa. Lancs Jan (20) Halton. 
Leeds. Yorkshire Alison (,’H) Swindon. 
Wiltshire Susan (35) Anglesey. Gwynedd 
Nicole (20) Stockton. Cleveland Donna (27) 
Mansfield. Nottinghamshire Sue (25) Wafta 
sey. Wirral Akira (19) Tokushima. Japan 
Debbie (32) New Brighton. Wirral 

Paula (35) Grays. Middlesex Sue (33) 
Reddrtch. Worcs Kim (27) Morden. Surrey 

April (20) Bedhampton. Havant. 

^ - — — 

tnninrw ( 


Hants 

, . . / (27) 

Havant. Hants Katrina (15) Wetherby. W 
Yorkshire Pamela (23) Wood Green. Lon¬ 
don Lindsey (17) Blackwood. Gwent. S 
Wales Tina (18) Bletchley Miton Keynes 
i (22) Crewe. Cheshire 


»(20) Guildford. Surrey 
- - \ (15) Wi 





























NAVY NEWS. MAY 1994 25 









vNM 




Cf, 






\ \ 




PUT YOUR LINE ON THIS LIMIE 


In your job you never know what might 
ha|>i>en tomorrow. But the unique PAX+ 
insurance scheme is one thing you can rely on. 

Since 1989 we’ve been protecting Service 
Personnel and their families in the event of 
death and permanent injury. 

Substantial claims payments have been 
made, including many from the Gulf War 
and from the Bosnia conflict. 


for d •* t a i I • p li o it •• : 

0800 21 24 80 


And now PAX+ offers you even more 
security and value for money. Since April 1st 
we’ve enhanced our benefits for Criminal 
Injuries, at no extra cost to you. This applies 
to new and existing policy holders. 

Most of all you have the reassurance of 
the PAX+ long-term contract. Your cover and 
premiums cannot be altered without prior 
agreement from the MoD. 

Joining PAX+ couldn’t he easier, there 
are no complicated forms or medicals and 
premiums are simply deducted monthly from 


your salary. New literature detailing the 
enhanced benefits will he sent out to you 
soon. If you want details now or have any 
questions contact your IJPO. Alternatively 
you can call the PAX+ Helpline on Freefone 
0800 21 24 80 or if you’re phoning from 
overseas 0883 3400 01, quoting ref. NN1 Pax. 


PERSONALI ^ I OPTIONAL 

INSURANCE^ I AX I" liiMiDANrc 


INSURANCE 


THE FORCE IN FORCES’ INSURANCE 
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For 

the best 
leisure 
offers 
with 
British 
Airways 
call 

041-226 4321 


The Military Sales Hotline is open 
Monday to Friday 0900 - 1700 for: 

# Special flight offers 

# Competitive rates for: 

- Car Hire 

— Hotel Accommodation 
— Travel Insurance 

These offers are available only to members 
of the Armed Services, full and part-time 
MOD civilian employees. Service 
Pensioners, SSAFA members, their 
spouses, unmarried dependent children 
up to the age of 25 and the parents of the 
eligible persons. 


British Airways 



In conjunction with the Services Booking Centre 



International 
fare for a 
desert fox 

The first Royal Navy man into Iraq during the Gulf War 
now finds himself as the sole RN presence in the Demilitar¬ 
ized Zone, where he is serving as a United National Military 
Observer. 


In February 1991 Lt Cdr 
Nigel Huxtable found himself 
standing outside the terminal at 
Kuwait Airport, having hitched 
a ride with the liberating Bri¬ 
tish armoured brigade. 

“Before me stretched a run¬ 
way pockmarked with craters 
and only the tail fin of a 
wrecked British Airways jet ris¬ 
ing above the destruction." he 
recalls. 

“The sky was black from the 
many fires that burned freely 
around the city. A man and his 
wife approached, thanked us — 
and then asked why we had 
come to help them." 

Since then a 15 kilometre 
wide DMZ has been enforced 
along the Iraq-Kuwait border, 
monitored by 250 military 
observers from 34 nations. 

It is divided into three sec¬ 
tors. patrolled daily from 18 
patrol and observations bases 
(POBs). 

“Each POB is manned by 
eight to ten officers from 
among all the participating 
nationalities — so luckily for 
me and the rest of the British 
‘Milobs' English is the opera¬ 
tional language. 

“Each POB is by necessity 
self contained, consisting of 
four ATCO trailers, generator, 
water tank and observation 
tower. The daily routine is 
based on round-the-clock 
patrolling by vehicle, helicopter 
and occasionally on foot. 

“Depending on the national 
mix and individual preference, 
cooking is either carried out 
communally or by each indi¬ 
vidual. For some, this along 


with the daily cleaning and 
washing comes as quite a shock 
— especially for those used to 
ministering wives or batmen. 

“Many observers harbour a 
hidden gastronomic talent, 
though, and the quality of the 
meals is most definitely not the 
preserve of any one nationality. 
I draw the line at the local scor¬ 
pions. lizards and garbo in 
some of the menus, even so — I 
leave them to the sagar falcons 
and the desert foxes .. , M 

During his 12-month tour an 
observer will move from POB 
to Sector Head Headquarters 
or Mission headquarters in Um 


Great 

white 

hope 

RFA Sir Tristram, loaded 
up with 40 Saxon armoured 
vehicles for the 1st Battal¬ 
ion of the Duke of Welling¬ 
ton’s Regiment sent to 
reinforce the UN troops in 
Bosnia. 

Their distinctive white 
UN livery gleamed in the 
bright sunshine of the Adri¬ 
atic as HMS Ark Royal 
arranged a photograph. 


Qasr. Located in a former Iraqi 
hospital, the HQ ensures that 
the UN's mandate of monitor¬ 
ing the Khor Abdullah and 
DMZ. deterring violations of 
the boundary and observing 
any potentially hostile action, 
is properly carried out. 

It reports directly to the 
Security Council in New York 
and is in effect its eyes and ears 
on the ground. 
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With a record of academic and sporting success that is 
highly regarded by our parents, West Buckland s 
stimulating environment can help bring out the 
best in your child. Set on the edge of Exmoor, it 
is North Devon's only H.M.C. school, offering 
boys and girls educational continuity from the 
age of 5 through to university entrance. Day 
pupils and boarders are equally welcome. 


|HE 


Preferential terms for members of H.M. Forces 


To arrange a visit or receive a prospectus, 
please contact: 

The Headmaster s Secretary, 

West Buckland School, 
Barnstaple, EX32 OSX. 

Tel: Filleigh (0598) 760281 

A registered chanty (no 306710' educating boys 
and girls from 5 to 18 


St Fetroc’s School 
Ocean View Road 
Bude 

Cornwall EX23 8NJ 
Telephone 0288 352876 

Headmaster: 

P. W. Blundell . B.A., A.C.P., Cert. Ed., I.A.P.S. Member 

FULL BOARDING 
FOR £10 A WEEK* 

Give your child an excellent chance of achieving his. or her. full 

potential 

Give yourself peace of mind knowing that your son. or daughter, is 
being well looked after, no matter where you are in the world 

Give your child the opportunity of learning in really small classes 
with plenty of individual attention 

A really wide-ranging curriculum is on offer from swimming to 
C D.T. to French 

Parents receive written reports every three weeks 

The school provides a family atmosphere, marvellous environment and 
a high standard of discipline 

•St Petroc's accepts the full Services Boarding School 
Allowance as payment of fees (B.S.A. £1,645 and parents' 
contribution £183 per term). 

The Headmaster will be happy to send you a prospectus or arrange a visit. 

A registered charity founded to provide education. 


BOARDING AND DAY SCHOOL FOR 
BOYS AND GIRLS (3-18) 

• An excellent standard of education provided by a fully 

qualified staff 

• A well disciplined, friendly, caring environment with 

small classes 

• Over thirty extra curricular activities 

• Boarders enjoy family atmosphere with comfortable 

accommodation 

• One rcsidental member of staff for every five boarders 

• Bursaries available for service children 

• Member of ISAI and accredited by ISJC 

T rinity d £ school 


Buckeridge Road, Teignmouth, Devon 
Tel. (0626) 774138 

Trinity School is a charitable institution tor the education of children 



WARMINSTER 

Wm school 

Coeducational. Day and Boarding 
4 to 18 years old 

A Pupils can Join at any age 
A Ling experience in raring for Services families 

* Bursaries available, plus 6th Fomi Scholarships and awards at 11 ♦ 

* Continuity of education across the whole age range, within a caring, 
friendly community 

* An opportunity to keep the whole family together 

* Small class sizes, excellent facilities 

it High standards and clear ex|)cctattons 

Prospectus and further details may be obtained from 
Warminster School. Church Street. Warminster. WUtshire. 
BA12 8PJ (Tel: 0985 213038: Fax: 0985 214129) 

W'omtinsnr School is ci nymhrtxt «fianftj procnlmg trim alum for boy* and flirt* 



PENRHOS COLLEGE 
AND JUNIOR SCHOOL 
Girl Boarders 7-18 

EXCELLENT FACILITIES AND 
HIGH STANDARDS 
Forces Bursaries available 

Prospectus available from. 

Headmaster, Penrhos College 
Colwyn Bay, North Wales LL28 4 DA 

Penrhos College exists for the eduration of children Reg. Charity So. 625781 



THE ROYAL SCHOOL 
HAMPSTEAD 


Founded 1855 


INDEPENDENT BOARDING AND DAY SCHOOL 
GIRLS AGED 5 TO 18 YEARS 

★ Traditional Curriculum 

it High teacher to pupil ratio 

★ Continuity of education up lo ‘A’ Level 

★ Small, friendly school in extensive own grounds with excellent 
facilities 

★ Flourishing activities include Sport, Drama. Dance and Music 

★ Escort service for young girls to travel termini 

★ Very competitive fees closely related to Service Boarding 
School Allowance 


For prospectus, write or telephone: 
The Principal, The Royal School 
65 Rosslyn Hill, Hampstead 
London NW3 5UD 
Telephone: 071-794 7708 


Reg charity founded originally to provide for the education of the 
daughters of servicemen 



WELLINGTON 

SCHOOL, AYR 

GBGSA GSA 

Independent Boarding/Dar for Girls 

Excellent icidemlc repetition, i carlsf 
environment, many extricnrrlculir activities. 


Further details cart be obtained from: 
The Headmistress,Wellington School. 
Carleion Turreta, Ayr. KA7 2XH. 
Telephone: Ayr (0292) 269321 Fa* : (0292) 282313 

Vet kM abts for the edmdoa of p* tnd to diartobi'status 



WHICH SCHOOL? 

ISIS, the Independent Schools Information Service 
offers FREE book of junior/senior boarding & day 
schools in the South & West. O 

Please send two 1 st class stamps to 
ISIS, “Skippers", Shipton Lane, 

Burton. Bradstock, Dorset DT6 4NQ 
Tel: 0308 898045 
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FINBOROUGH SCHOOL 

Independent Boarding and Day School for Boys and Girls 

★ Members ol ISAI/ISIS/BSA 

★ Continuous education 2 to 18 years 

★ Entry possible at any age 

it All staff fully qualified, mainly graduates 

★ GCSE/A level courses 

★ Small classes 

★ Traditional values and disciplinary standards 

★ Good family atmosphere 

★ Sensible uniform - reasonably priced 

★ Extensive grounds and playing fields 

★ Fully inclusive fees - approx 90% covered by BSA 

Apply lor prospectus: 

The Admissions Officer, The Mall, Gt. Finborough, Stowmarket, 
Suffolk, IP14 3EF (0449) 674479 


CHILTON 

CANTELO 

SCHOOL 




YEOVIL, SOMERSET TEL: (0935) 850555 

Independent Co-ed Day/Boarding School 
Preparatory 8-11 Senior: 11-18 

4 \. where pupils achieve" 

Tcrmly fees (+BSA): Prep: £192 Senior: £240 


■f 


DESK TIDY 


An attractive nautical container, 
featuring ships of bygone days 
— together with destroyers, 
frigates and submarines of 
today s Navy 


£1.75 UK £2 ABROAD 


Price include UK postage or surface 
mail aboard 
Available from 

The Business Manager 
Navy News 

HMS Nelson, Portsmouth POl 3HH 

Cheque and postal orders, to 
accompany orders, are to be made 
payable to Navy News 
For orders from outside UK. payment 
is to be made by 

Cheque'lntemationai Money Order m 
C stertmg. Credit card payments - 
Please use coupon on page 22 




BOUNDARY OAK SCHOOL 

Roche Court. Wickham Road. Fareham P017 5BL 

CO EOUCATIONAl NURSERY and PREPARATORY SCHOOL 

BOUNDARY OAK SCHOOL ha* been providing a first class education for boys and ha* 
established strong links with the forces since 1918 Boundary Oak oilers day schooling lor 
boys (3 13) and both lull and weekly boarding (7 13) withwi our histone 22 acres ol grounds 
and now girts (3-6) initialing an eventual change lo lufl coeducation 

Details of the school's many excellent facilities and al other details including Academic and 
Music Scholarship may be obtained by applying lor a free prospectus from the Headmaster 
at the above address or telephone (0329) 280955. 

Boundary Oak School Trust Ltd exists to provide education lot boys and girls 


Embley Park School 

A Registered Charity which exists to educate children 


CO-EDUCATIONAL 
11-18 DAY & 
BOARDING 


Romsey, Hants 
Tel: 0794 512206 
Fax: 0794 518737 



A SMALL CLASSES 
it DEVELOP POTENTIAL 
it EXCELLENT ENTRY 
TO HIGHER 
EDUCATION 
it INDIVIDUAL CARE 
it GREAT TEAM SPIRIT 


NEWLANDS SCHOOL 

SEAFORD, EAST SUSSEX 

The Preparatory The Manor 

(7-13+) (13-18) 

I APS ISAI 


CO EDUCATION 

HOARDING, WEEKLY HOARDING AND DAY 

Some things we are proud of that we would like you to consider 

* Over 54^ of our Boarding Boys and Girls at the Preparatory and the manor 
are sons and daughters of Service Families to whom we give generous fees 
discounts. 

* A family atmosphere of care and concern in our boarding communities 

* A style of discipline that is firm but friendly 

* A wide and challenging curriculum 

it Our very good academic and sporting records 

it Our wealth of extra-curricular activities in sport, dance, drama, art. 
computing, scouting, chess club and many others 

* Our Support Learning Unit which has a distinguished record of success in 
assisting dyslexic boys and girls and those for whom English is their second 
language 

* The partnership and links between the Senior and Junior Schools (ensuring 
academic continuity and facilitating regular contact between brothers and 
sisters attending both Schools 

* Our NEW TRAVEL and ESCORT arrangements • 1994 > which include 
ROMSEY. Aldershot. SouthamptorvDastleigh Airport. Mini buses to Kent 
and escorts to Stan sled, Gatwick and Heathrow Airports and London 
Victoria Station. 

Further information from 

PREPARATORY: Tel (0323) 892334 

HEADMASTER: Roger C. Clark BA MA ED 

THE MANOR: Tel (0323) 890309 

HEADMASTER Brian F. Underwood MA Dip Ed (Oxon) 

FAX: (0323) 891599 

TV Sm landt Schools nut to pmnde educatxm for boys and gtHt Rfgulrrrd Chanty So .*97606 


Upper Chine School 

Headmistress Dr Helen Harvey BSc PhD 

SHANKLIN, ISLE OF WIGHT 

Independent G.S.A Boarding and Day School for Girls from 9-18 years 
Many girls from naval families Pupil/staff ratio 8-1 
Entrance and sixth form scholarships, bursaries drama and music 
awards available 

For a free prospectus write or telephone (0983) 862208 Fa* (0983) 864822 

Reg Charity providing education for girts from 9-16 


Wykeham House School 

East Street, Fareham 
G.S.A. INDEPENDENT DAY SCHOOL FOR GIRLS 
(Aged 4-16 years) 

Entry: to infants by interview. To Junior School by assessment 
and examination. To Senior School by Common Entrance. 
For vacancies contact The Bursar (0329) 282356 

A registered educational charitable trust 


Wilton House School 

Battle, Hastings, East Svssei TN33 9BS. 0424 830234 

Co-educational hoarding and day school 

Head office and senior school: CattfiekS Place, Battle 
GCSE and'A Levels 13 18 years 
Junior school: Broomham. Guestimg. Hastings. 5 13 years 

Small classes Remedial and indisidual tuition arranged when required 
• Computer workshop. # Swimming pools. O Tennis courts # Games 
firth and hone riding # Es 110 and from Airports 

Special terms for Service children additional to Service grants. 
Established since 1954 Apply: The School Secretary 
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Garian House Holiday Flatlets 

Soil catering flatlets near sea and shops Fully equipped Colour TV fridge 
cooker, linen elc ideal lor a visit by family or girl Inend 

MINIMUM 2 PERSONS OR CHARGE FOR 

Charge r WEEKLY JULY & AUGUST £60 

per / WEEKLY OTHER MONTHS £50 

person \ NIGHT (Y £10 

^ Deposit: £10 per person Cheques accepted with bankers card 

ALL WITH OWN BATHROOM AND TOILET 
Guests who anticipate a late arrival should inform the management 

(0705-733561) 

sae please giving antes and number 
CURTIS. 70 FESTING GROVE. SOUTHSEA. PORTSMOUTH 733561 


Hampshire Court Hotel 

30, Hampshire Terrace, Southsea, POI 2QF 


Delightful Listed Building 1823. Central for seafront, 
stations, city centre, ferry ports etc. Car parking 
B&B prices from: £14 single. £25 double 

TEL: PORTSMOUTH (0705) 823522 


GLADYERINN 


ROSYT1I 


Easy walking distance yard 

Video — Jukebox — Pool — Darts — Lite entertainment 


PUBLIC BAR - LOUNGE - FUNCTION SUITE 

21 twin-double rooms all en suite Reasonable rates 
Telephone 0383 419977 
Fax 0383 411728 


Hopal Jflept Club 

Morice Square 
Devonport 
Plymouth PL1 4PG 

Telephone Inquiries only Plymouth 0752 562723 

All booking requirements in wntmg only, enclosing C5 deposit on 
each Family Room enclose a S.A.E for your receipt 
ACCOMMODATION For Service Personnel, their families and 
dependants plus ex serving personnel and R.N A members who 
may be visiting the Plymouth area 

FUNCTIONS We cater for all types of funct/ons at very competi¬ 
tive paces Ships Functions, Mess Parties. Wedding Receptions. 
Reunions of ships, past and present, we offer an ideal facility 

ASK FOR QUOTATION, CONTACT THE MANAGER WITHOUT 
DELAY TO AVOID DISAPPOINTMENT 

SUPPORT YOUR CLUB 


55 ( lirrarr I'aradr. SoMhvra 
1*05 211 \ I'ofiMiMMitli (T05 8211115 

1 ji purl iMvmni bar 55 and R5< 
listed Doable and lamilx rooms with imbl 
and shower cn suite colour TV and 
iv j irukinf lauliiH-s t wcllcni position for 
seafront and entertainments 
Jran and Edward Kr> 


Plymouth ;; 

0(0752)229705 ETB OR HR O 

J ► OSMOND GUEST HOUSE J ► 

< . 42 PIER STREET. WEST HOE \ > 

Bed & Breakfast from £12.00 

◄ ► Seafront Courtesy pcfcup from statons i ► 
4 ► 4 poster bed Alt rooms CTV Teacoffe* 4 ► 
4 > making Some en-smte Parking < > 


'^ Canterbury liell 
Guest House 


7 C 7 Cm 

IV a 


$ 


29 St Simons Road. Southsea. 
Portsmouth. 

Modern. Con.lortabw: En Sui'e 
actonwtKMLtMin. /sll rooms r »sc 
Satellite TV. tea iof»ee making fac'iittrs 
St are centrally heated Private car 
parking. 12 bedroom Hals are as^ileb'e 
for velf calennf Rooms from £ i4 per 
person per night 

Phonc/Kax ( atrIona Randall on 
<0705)826917 


SSSSSSSSSSSSSSS 


5SSS|| 


ROSYTH 


ROYAL SAIIjORS’ RESTS 
FERRYTOLL ROAD 

(OPP OSITE HMS COCHR ANE) 

For Service Personnel and 
their Families 

Fan Oy fM-SmlUm with 
Dwwfck/Twta M, HAC, Cokmr 
TV la a mat, RrOaunnU Car Park 



GOSPORT. 'CHERRY TREES’, 15. 
linden Orove, \herstnko ETB 
I Crown. Family run guest house. All 
rooms H < let making. English 
breakfast, children welcome Close 
harbour. Haslar. Dolphin. Sultan. £12 
p p Lin or Sieve Gcll. Tel 0705 
521543. 

ORI ANDO. FLORIDA — lusurs 3 
bod '2 baihroont bungalow lor rental. 
Full) furnished and sleeps X. own pn- 
sate pool ( kite 10 attractiom and 
consemeni for Canaseral and 
beaches Phone 0752 256041 tor 
details. 

Malta, mki.i ikiia. Luxurs 2 - 

bedroom flats to let Sleeps 4.5.'one 
mile from the best beach in Malta and 
close to local amenities. Rights can be 
arranged Telephone 081-567 5824 


AUSTIN HOTEL 

3 CLARENCE PARADE 
SOUTHSEA 
Licensed 

Welcomes the Royal Navy 
All rooms bright and modern 
Colour TV in all rooms, central 
heating, seafront position. No 
restrictions 

Discount allowed tor Serving 
Personnel 

Telephone Portsmouth 821785 


INVERKEITHING 

Bo reland Lodge Private Hotel 
31-33 Borcland Rd. Imerkrithing 

ivsm Rotyth Dockyard En sure 
accommodation m 28 comfort at >*e and 
modern bedrooms ak wth Sal<Hkte TV 
and tea coffer* mafcmQ faofates 
From £14 B&B 

Telephone 0383 413792 
FAX 0383 413942 


PLYMOUTH 

ST M U.O GUEST HOUSE 

19 (.ardrn ( mcrnl. V'csl Hoc 
Ertcndls huvband wile run guest house 
All rooms with colour TV HAC. Tea 
Sl Coffer making facilities. CH. 
B&B EM axaiUMe 
Near rail, bus and eti) centre 
Td Ddphine James 0752 262961 


GOSPORT 

Seafarer Guest House 

9 Bury* Road. Goa port 

Tel: 0705 522883 

★ Families rooms/ En suite available 

★ Colour TV all rooms 

★ Tea and coffee facilities all rooms 

★ Close lo Sultan. Dolphin and 
Haslar 

★ Ample car parking 

★ ETB 2 Crowns 


SOUTHSEA 

RED TUBS GUEST HOUSE 
52 WAVERLEY ROAD. SOUTHSEA 

Warm and friendly run Guest House ideally 
situated for the Naval Base/shoppmg 
centres,Continental ferry Port beaches etc 
Own keys, no restrictions, cokxr T V m ail 
rooms & C H Holiday or shod breaks 
JUNE & TERRY (0705) 832440 


SOUTHSEA/ 

PORTSMOUTH 

DORCUFFE LICENSED 
GUEST HOUSE 

Comfortable guest house, dose to 
beach, shops, ferryports and 
amenities. Vaned menu, special diets 
Reduction for senior citizens and 
MOD personnel. Chairlift lo first floor 
DOGS ACCEPTED 

(0705) 828283 


SPANISH VILLA lo let. Nr Alicante, 
sleeps 4/5. 5km beach 10 mins walk, 
pool. Available all year £120 to £225 
per week Contact W02 P. Rowe. 
Eng Con PL 7 Bn REME. BFPO 41. 
TcL 01049 5231 38835. 


LUXURY VILLA in Kissimmee Flor¬ 
ida. Sleeps six lo eight. Solar heated 
pool. Close Disney and all major at¬ 
tractions. Dates available at compel»- 
live rates Further details on 0604 
756183. 


-PORTSMOUTH- 

earn EVERLEY 0705731001 

33 FESTING ROAD. SOUTHSEA. P04 ON6 

A Own keys — No restrictions A 
w H/C. tea/coffee. CTV ♦ Sky TV all rooms A 
★ Ensuite and family rooms — Cots * 

A 7th year same owners A 
w Discount to Navy News subscribers ★ 


—THE ELMS Guest House — 


48 Victoria Road South. Southaea 

(Residential Licence) 

Wr are a small, frtmdly. family run Curat 
House dose to Naval Imst. frrrtrv »latk>fia. 
ahopa and nfc*ht)ilr. BAH holiday or abort 
stay Colour TV. tea/rofW tanlitira ki .til 
mom*, own Kryv limited parking 

Paddy and John (Joe) Erakine 
Portsmouth (0705) 823924 




SHROPSHIRE COURT 

GUEST HOUSE 

33 Granada Road. Southsea 

Fntncgy fonWy run. 2 mn from sea and 
entefiiavnents Close to !#rr*s Naval base 
shops etc Own kevs Sateete TV ai rooms 
no restrictions BAB Hobday or Short stay 
Ample prorate car paring 

Mr* Pat Green (0705) 731043 




“Away Days in Plymouth" 

Smal fnerxfy Guest House ovedookmg (he 
Hoe and Seaborn A good bed and 4-course 
txeaklast colour TV. teacoffee laokhes. 
c/6, ervsuite rooms avafette 

From £24 Double £14 Smgies 
Telephone tor brochure 

0752 660675 

EDGCUMBE GUEST HOUSE 

50 P«er Street. West Hoe. Pynoutn PU 30T 


ALBATROSS 
Guest House 

51 Wa«erk\ Road. Southsea. 

Hants P05 2PJ (0705 828325) 

/Vo/) inn /taker 
Car Park on prrttnu*\ 

You arc guaranteed a friendly welcome 
in this home from home in Southsea 
Each bedroom has hern decorated with 
a nautical theme and has all the atmos¬ 
phere of the great Naval traditions of 
this area There are also colour TV. 
private washing facilities, tea and cof¬ 
fer. and full central heating in each 
n»»m Special rjicv for wmicr month* 


PLYMOUTH 

Mountbatten Hotel 

52 Lxmouth Road, Stoke 
Plymouth PL I 4QII 

rum. y omeo hotel w over cul-de-sac 

* IkvtvxINl * Cnfcwir I V A 
Tc* / C*4f«V all Kdn»>mx 

* Mai) cn-Miiiv * I II! M 

* likMOlW llrcilljM Menu 

* Varied StfktlH* Ifrnivf Menu inpiMNuh 

* A mp4, 1 I ivv I'ifVmr 

* < rvdu < 4fxJx aufkxl * < 5vn All Year 

* w JI Sine tlixiafHe Naval llaw a*»d I kvi 
< luh 

HOTEL SERVICE CLEST HOI SE PRICES 
TtWphowc H7f2 54.VU3 

_ fawnmiM _ 


AA 


-PORTSMOUTH 


HAMILTON HOUSE 

95 Victoria Road North, Southsea P05 IPS 


gig 

RAC 


DELIGHTFUL ^ COMMENDED GUEST HOUSE 


Bright, modern CH rooms, some en-suites. all with CTV and teamaking. 
Centrally located 5 minutes Naval base, centres, station & ferry ports 

Tel/Fax Graham & Sandra Tubb (0705) 823502 



"Aggi 

es " cares for sailors 
and their families 


AGNES WESTON’S 
^ Royal Sailors’ Rests 

Si*mnj» the* Rrmil Nun* niikv 1876 


U been helping the 
his family sines 1 
sailors of the dRy asked her to 
provide them with a "Pub wtth no 
Beer, ea near to the dockyard 


Portland, Portsmouth, Rosyth. 
Rowner and St. Budaeux , 
activities such as IV, snooker 
squash bad mu 
football In the 
sailors can gets meet, 
computer garnet 
the MisaionerHH 
home from home. 

When you next have e run 
ashore, why not give the one in 
your port a try? 

Family accommodation la 
available el ■ 

Tel: 0383 41 
Portland Tel: < 

The RSR la 


and the gmrai public, 
Pteeee help RSR to continue to 
help you. Why no! give use few 
pounds a month through the Give 
As You Earn Scheme? For more 
detoBe ring 0708 M851 or write to: 


The General Secretary 
noys? oatiors rw*sia 
2A South Street 
GOSPORT 
Hants P012 1ES 

A RegMvred Charity 



ROOMS TO FILL? 

Why not advertise in the 
Navy News 
accommodation page 

Telephone Glen or 
Laureen on (0705) 826040 
or Fax(0705)830149 


SOUTHSEA 
SOLENT HOTEL 

14-17 South Parade 
(Opposite the Pyramids) 
Tel: 0705 875566 

Special rates few all Service prrummel am! 
Fumilv OV.V5 pp. lit fall cm »ant tkatNc • a 
raimhetUnl nmm 

* 4 crirwn vcjfnmt Mcl 

* (\4nur TV. tee coffee facilities 

S (iamcN n««mv — full-M/e vnu^er lablc 
S Ideal)) situaicd near all local attract**^ 
and itv night life 


PROVINCE OF 
NATAL HOTEL 

5 GREENHILL, WEYMOUTH DT4 7SR 

Bought for the Royal Navy by the people of 
Natal after the Second World War. Fifty yards 
from the beach, half a mile from the shops and 
station. Fine sands and safe swimming. 
Available only to naval and ex-naval personnel, 
including RM. WRNS. QARNNS, their families 
and relatives. Licensed bar. Children and pets 
welcome. Lift to all floors. All bedrooms 
ensuite. Laundry facilities. 

Telephone 0305 784108 
REMEMBER — This hotel is yours come and 
enjoy it! 



f PLYMOUTH HOE "J 0 
Lockyer SL PL1 200 
Telephone: (0752) 227311 


Eleaani Victorian Building with 22 
Bedrooms — 5 Ground floor 
Nautical Flavour Cocktail Bar Colour TV 
Radio Tea/Coflee/Telephone all rooms 
Most en surte Large car park Navy 
flews Readers 10% Accommodation 
Discount Ail Credit Cads accepted 
Brochure & or Booking contact 
LL Cdr Alan Jonas RNR (Rat’d) 

• 4 Person* Service Conwvtaw Hot* 


PORTSMOUTH 
THE BEAUFORT HOTEL 


A A ETB 4 Crowns RAC A A 

a a Commanded Merit Award 

The Beaufort had now become 
one of the most impressive, 
pnvately owned hotels in the 
city. Excellently located dose to 
the Promenade and local places 
of interest 

w 19 en-suite bedrooms 
A Licensed bar 
A All rooms satellite TV 


71 FESTING ROAD SOUTHSEA 
PO 4 0 NO 

Tel: (0705) 823707 Fa*: 870270 



WEIGH ANCHOR. AND SET COURSE ' FOR 

THE SALISBURY HOTEL 

57-59 FESTING ROAD. SOUTHSEA P04 0 NQ 

SPECIAL RATES FOR SERVING AND EX 
SERVICE PERSONNEL AND FAMILIES 

Reunions and special events are our speciality 
Your tolal comfort is assured 

TEL. PORTSMOUTH (0705) 823606 FAX 820955 



hotel ibis 


Formerly 

Arcade Hotel 



PORTSMOUTH 

Weekend rates throughout the week: 

£37.75 single £21.75 pp twin/double 

Bed & Breakfast (Naval personnel) 

e 144 bedrooms with ensuite shower/wc 
e Colour TV/radio # Tea/Coffee facilities 
# Bar/restaurant 


WINSTON CHURCHILL AVE 
PORTSMOUTH (0705) 640000 


- LONDON -1 

REDLANO HOUSE HOTEL 

52 Kendal Sl. Hyde Park. London W2 2BP 

BUDGET PRICED ACCOMMODATION 

IN CENTRAL LONDON 

NAVAL PERSONNEL WELCOME 

Singles £32 Doubles £42 inc. full 
English breakfast 5 mms Piccadilly 

FAX: 071 402 9049 

TEL: 071 723 7116/2344 


PLYMOUTH 

THE THREE TIERS GUEST 
HOUSE 41 NORTH ROAD EAST 

Telephone Plymouth 0752 228483 

Close lo railway station, city centre and. 
naval establishments All rooms have 
satellite TV and tea making facilities 

Full English breakfast Full central 
heating Very reasonable rates 

OPEN ALL YEAR 

Yoor Hosts: John Md Glenys Saunders 



LADY HAMILTON 

21 The Hard. Portsmouth 

Y# olde alehouse 
Reopened after more than 
70 years 

Free house and BAB (special 
rates naval personnel) 

Tel: 0705 870505 


PLYMOUTH 

IRVINES 

50. Grand Parado, West Hoe 

Overlooking Drake s Island and 
Plymouth Sound offering comfortable 
bed & breakfast accommodation. AO 
rooms have colour TV. H6C. tea/cotfee. 

C H Some private parking From £13 

Tel: 0752 227739 



PLYMOUTH 

THE FIRS 

Adjacent to the Hoe and Park Fnendly 
family-run Guest House offers you a 
warm welcome and personal service 
Facilities include residents lounge. 
TV/Racko. Tea/Coffee Central heating ait 
rooms. From £t3 pp. 

13 Pier Street West Hoe 
Telephone (0752) 262870 


- PLYMOUTH —| 

HOCOATC HOUSE 

SrfjJtKJ W Hot r* fUarjo a>*a ckm •♦•'vj 
frttaxt cay a*** tui iiaeor Room or ** 
ttarxKrti iNaawi cmm TV H*C fra co*** 

'at-atei ernra Viirq 

from f 12 SO pp C14 pp 

Tel: 0752 661033 

Hoeget# Street. The Hoe. Plymouth 

PL1 2JB 
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Broadsword is first among equals 



RUSSIANS 
“FJORD” 
THE GAP 


After 40 years of opposition the First Deputy of 
the Russian Navy, Admiral Igor Vladimirovitch Kasa¬ 
tonov, heralded the joint air and sea exercise Po- 
merex ’94 between Russia, the USA and her Euro¬ 
pean allies, as the first of many. 


Admiral Kasatonov, who re- 
centty paid an informal visit to 
Portsmouth naval base, felt 
that multi-national exercises 
provided the opportunity for 
relationships of all categories 
and at all levels to continue 
and develop. 

“After our common training 
at sea, relations between na¬ 
tions will be strengthened, be¬ 
coming the foundation of 
further contacts between na¬ 
tions/’ he said, adding that 
other navies of the former So¬ 
viet Union may also be follow¬ 
ing up opportunities. 

During Pomerex ’94 the 
Royal Navy was represented 
by the Type 22 frigate HMS 
Broadsword while the Rus¬ 
sians fielded the Leskiy, a 
3,600 ton Krivak 1 Class fri¬ 
gate, modernised with new 
surface-to-surface missiles. 
Other ships taking part includ¬ 
ed USS Thom, HNMS Sta¬ 
vanger, HNMS Senja and 
HNMLS Abraham Crijnssen. 

The aim of the exercise, 
held off the coast of Norway, 
was to improve rapport and 
seagoing skills between Rus¬ 
sia and the western nations 
and during passage to Kir- 


kenes, they practised inter¬ 
ceptions and boardings 
search and rescue and there 
was also an exchange of 
personnel. 

The exercise was particu¬ 
larly interesting for Tracey 
Hughes, an officer under 
training in Broadsword. She 
studied international politics 
and graduated with a MA in 
war studies, specialising in 
Russian and Ukranian foreign 
policy. Pomerex ’94 “felt like 
history was happening” be¬ 
fore her eyes. 

• Above left: HMS Broads¬ 
word takes the lead during 
Exercise Pomerex off the 
coast of Norway. Other ships 
in the contingent included 
USS Thom, the Russian Krivak 
1 Class frigate Leskiy, HNMS 
Stavanger, HNMS Senja and 
HNMLS Abraham Crijnssen. 

• Above right: If the cap fits 
... AB(EW) Rob Hayes Brad 
ley and Russian sailor Boris 
Savyenovitch swop hats on 
board the Leskiy while she 
was alongside in Tromso. 

Pictures: LA(Phot) Richie Moss 
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ONLY £10.991* pap) & 

RECEIVE 
VOLUME 2 


- - ORY.. 

i >iCTORY \ .. 
IftTSEtk 


I you a 

wish to collect 
the set these 
videos can be 
ordered 
individually 
for 

£12.99 

phli p&p 


These thirteen historic volumes comprise the definitive story of the American and Allied naval operations 
during World War II. Start your collection TODAY with this superb offer. Simply order Volume 1 and we 
will send you Volume 2 at the same time absolutely FREE. We will then continue to send you at monthly 
intervals each of the remaining eleven volumes unless you instruct us not to do so - NO COMMITMENT! 
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The apfen ol Arnron loops of 


TheAMtartingsatUw 


ThecdtapsedBeHtteav 


The rise and Md be Japanese 


The dorse Done «s dropped on 

PeWaianl Angus 


GtdanJootofcfcr* 


Tatfwe 


eeprtn Chat and Asa 


! Jganard Be ear soon ends 


VICTORY 
AT SKA 
ORDER 
FORM 


POST TO: PRESSPLAY, FREEPOST, 

Canvey Island, Essex SS8 0BR 

YES: OPTION 1 - Ploase tend me the complete set of The Vctory At See 

□ CoBecbon I enctos* my payment for €124 99 plus 

^ BO ) postage and pectang 


I enclose my cheque/PO made payable to “PRESSPLAY* for 
£... or debit my VISA/MASTERCARD/ACCESS 


€9 99 


Amount £_ 


(TICK BOX) 


Victory Al S 
■ ClOWplm 

postage and pedungl understand that I writ be sent t 
remamg videos in The Victory at Sea CoBecBon at 
monthly rtervats and w* be charged €10 99 plus €0.1 


Expey Date 


/N . J S _-4-A— I- 

uaru no*oer oetans 


CoBectwn I endoee payment tor €10 99 plus €2 99 

..“ I sent toe 


Signature 


s and be charge €10 99 piue €0 99 
aach postage and packing Should I so vmhl can stop 
you stndng further videos from The Victory At Sea 
CoBecbon by gmng you noboe in wnftng arrytvne 

YES: OPTION 3- Idorwt w«h to <»Bect toe complete set but please send 

I me toe toBowang videos at €12 99 plus CO 99 each 

me* ®ox> postage and paciang Enter toe cat nos ot the videos you 
require frofcie 

mu mm mm mm mm 


Name (please print) 


Address 


□ < 


CREDIT CARD HOTLINE 0371 873138 
(normal business hours) 


Y AT 


SIA COLLECTION 


J 


• Above: HMS Broadsword and USS Thom alongside in Tromso. 


FREEPOST • NO STAMP REQUIRED • NO CLUB • NO COMMITMENT 
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Manadon site up for 
development 


Minister for Armed Forces, Jeremy Hanley, has officially 
confirmed that as naval training will cease at the Royal 
Naval Engineering College in Manadon the college will be 
released for redevelopment with the aim of securing an 
educational or institutional use for the site. 


Ministerial and official dis¬ 
cussions have already taken 
place with the City Council, at 
their request, on the possible 
sale of the site. 

This announcement follows 
an in-depth study into the 
scope and cost-effectiveness 
of transferring alternative 
naval or defence activities to 
the site. 

The study has found it is 
more cost effective to move 
Manadon's remaining training 
functions to other RN training 
establishments. Stafl will be 
offered alternative employ¬ 
ment wherever possible. 

With the closing of Mana¬ 
don Southampton University 
will take the Navy’s pre-entry 
engineering degree students 
from autumn next year. 

In her capacity as Chief 
Commandant for Women in 
the Royal Navy Rear Admiral 
The Princess Royal has been 
a recent visitor at Manadon 
where she was introduced to 
many of the female staff and 
students. 

On her arrival at Manadon 
House she was met by Capt 
Douglas Littlejohns who went 
on to give a short presentation 
on the role of RNEC. 

As The Princess Royal left 
for her tour she met members 
of the TS Manadon Sea Cadet 
Unit and Royal Marine Detach¬ 
ment before joining the ship's 


company Junior Ratings for 
refreshments. 

The tour continued with vis¬ 
its to the Engineering Materi¬ 
als Laboratories, the Compu¬ 
ter Centre, Electrical Science 
Laboratories, Engineering De¬ 
sign Section, Mechanics and 
Power Section and the Mahne 
Engineering Department. 

Later that day The Princess 
Royal went on to visit HMS 
Montrose, the Devonport- 
based Type 23 frigate moored 
alongside in the naval base. 


# Right S/Lt Sarah Leach ex¬ 
plains her first year undergra¬ 
duate lab work to The Prin¬ 
cess Royal during her tour of 
RNEC Manadon. 


Icemen 

cometh 


Volunteers are still being 
sought for what must be one 
of the few remaining manhaul- 
ing challenges in the Arctic — 
Icelandic 500, the first-ever 
unsupported winter crossing 
of Iceland. 

A four-man team of RN/RM 
personnel will ski from the 
west to east coast, over 
500km, manhauling individual 
pulk loads of up to 300lbs. 
The aim is to ski for up to 14 
hours a day and reach the 
east coast in around 50 days, 
beginning in early 1995. 

A support team of two, 
based in Reykjavik/Keflavik, 
will monitor progress and 
report back to the UK. 

Volunteers need not be Arc¬ 
tic biathletes but highly moti¬ 
vated enthusiasts, willing to 
turn a hand at all tasks. Appli¬ 
cants with mountain leader¬ 
ship qualifications, medical, 
communications and photo¬ 
graphic experience will be 
favoured. There will also be a 
requirement for a personal 
financial contribution of 25 per 
cent of daily earnings for each 
day of the exped. 

Anyone interested should 
contact CpI Sean Chappie, 9 
Troop C Company, 40 Cdo 
RM, Norton Manor Camp, 
Taunton, Somerset. 


RNR changes north of border 


After 72 years in Edinburgh. HMS Claverhousc, the RNR 
Secretary of State for Defence, Malcolm Rifkind’s proposals 


HQ, has closed as a result of the 
on new roles for reserve forces. 


The future RNR will be a 
smaller oiganisation. leaner but 
effective in different ways and 
more closely integrated with 
the RN. 

Guests of honour at the for¬ 


mal closing ceremony held in 
Granton Square. Edinburgh, 
were the Lord Provost and 
Lord Lieutenant of the City, 
the Rt Hon Norman Irons, ac¬ 
companied by Lady Provost 


Holiday 


Offer 


TWO WEEKS 
OF FUN ‘N* 
SUNSHINE 
IN FLORIDA 

FROM ONLY 


Virgin Holidays have arranged 
these fabulous 
FLORIDA HOLIDAYS 
at a VERY special price, 
exclusively for 

SERVICES TRAVEL CENTRE 
customers 

The itinerary starts you off with a bus transfer to THE 
THUNDERBIRD RESORT in Sunny Isles. Next morning 
pick up your FREE CAR at the Dollar Car Depot and head 
north for the easy 4 hour drive up the Florida Turnpike to 
Orlando. Your hotel the BEST WESTERN KISSIMMEE, 
is located right by the Florida Turnpike. You arc also 
conveniently situated for the US 192 which is the direct 
Highway to Disney’s Maingatc. All rooms have two 
double beds, colour TV in-room movies and In-room 
safes. The hotels boasts 2 swimming pools (one heated) 
with a Tiki Bar, sand volleyball court and a childrens 
playground. Breakfast and dinner can be enjoyed at the 
‘Casual Cuisine* and after dinner drinks at the Kickers 
Pub! (Price of holiday docs not incl meals) 

Price based on two adults sharing a room and a car. 
Children under 12 who share a room with two adulLs will 
get a discount of £139.00. INFANTS (under 2) have a 
Total Holiday Cost of £40. 

The SUPPLEMENT for departures between 22 July and 
20 August will be £50 per person. The SUPPLEMENT for 
a SINGLE PERSON will be £180. 

For more information about this holiday or other services 
travel discounts simply contact cither centres listed below. 


wzmzmmmsLmzmBms 


J/nco^ 






Incorporating Forcas Fatty Service 


trvKO f — 


The Travel Centre 
HMS Nelson 
PORTSMOUTH 
Mil Ext 23744/24167 
Civil 0705 755502 


The Travel Centre 
HMS Drake 
DEVONPORT 
Mil ext 65012/65366 
Civil 0762 555366 


Mrs Anne Irons, and FOSN1 
Vice Admiral Chris Morgan. 

The closure of the unit will 
involve the parting of the ways 
for some members of HMS Cla¬ 
verhousc while others will con¬ 
tinue their service at HMS Sco¬ 
tia in Fife. HMS Spey, the sea 
tender attached to Claver¬ 
housc. will be transferred to the 
Third Mine Countermeasures 
Squadron at Rosyth. 

Beat Retreat 


Following an address by Vice 
Admiral Morgan, the Royal 
Marines Band Beat Retreat and 
the ensign was lowered for the 
last time during the ceremonial 
sunset. 

Cdr Mike Simpson. CO of 
HMS Claverhousc. then pre¬ 
sented the ensign to the Lord 
Provost who accepted it on be¬ 
half of the City of Edinburgh. 

Meanwhile, as one Scottish 
RNR unit closed the future of 
another unit north of the bor¬ 
der looks secure. 

During a recent visit to HMS 
Dalriada. in Greenock, former 
CINCNAVHOME, Admiral Sir 


# Flag Officer Scotland and Northern Ireland's Royal Marines 
Band Beat Retreat at the closing ceremony of HMS Claverhouse, 
the RNR Division in Edinburgh. 


John Kerr, announced that the 
unit is to have both its roles 
and responsibilities expanded. 

Recently expanded by the 
transfer of many officers and 
ratings from the closure of 
HMS Graham. Glasgow's RNR 


unit. HMS Dalriada is to be re- 
titled a Reserve Training 
Centre in October. 

She will be the sole RNR unit 
in the west of Scotland and one 
of only two reserve centres 
north of the border. 


Dulverton deploys 

Sean hero leaving Rosyth for the second half of her six-month 
deployment with STANAVFORCHAN is HMS Dulverton. She joined 
the force of four MCM vessels from various Nato countries at the 
beginning of the year and when not on operational duties will 
make visits to ports in the UK, Germany, Belgium, France, Spain 
and Portugal. 
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Farewells to the RNXS 



• Above: Commodore 
RNXS, Prince Michael of 
Kent, pictured during the 
farewell lunch on board 
HMS Victory with Capt 
Hare and SPNXO Jim 
Conway. 

• Right: FOSNI Vice Ad¬ 
miral Chris Morgan takes 
the salute, watched by 
Secretary of State for De¬ 
fence Malcolm Rifkind and 
Lord Provost of Edinburgh 
the Rt Hon Norman Irons 
as members of the RNXS 
march past St Giles 
Cathedral. 



Situations Vacant 


Thinking of Starting 
your own business? 

Join forces with a Winning company 

CM E subtotal British Company Kteeneze 
Pius New Member A-ZDwoci 
Ret* proM 21% Of ret* pnce. plus Volume 
profit up to 16% as your busies* grows 
Only a C40 *1 vest merit (refundable) lor the 
oocjortunity of the 90s 
Call me on 0962 734677 for full details 


JOBS AT SEA 

and ABROAD 

Unskilled, skilled, inexperienced, good 
pay. UK/workJwide Cruse ships, tugs, 
merchants, tankers, ferries, dredging 
orf/gas ngs. trawlers, drvmg. salvage, 
yacht crew, marine biology, survey, 
watersporis instructors Latest vital 
information (Obpack - (with other fobs 
abroad 1994 supplement, genome 
current/todhcoming vacancies etc) 
Complete (Obpack C895 chequtfPO 

HAKin EMPUTVEVT. (Ho* 3E) 
Brittanic Bom. Svmjft Bill IMF 


THE SHIP INN 

Your opportunity to be Captain 
of (he Ship 

North Yorkshire National Park 
Coastal Inn 

IjtunRt bur. dining room. (20). 

4 letting bedrooms, separate 
tneners accommodation 
Freehold and Profitable 
Offers £175,000 
Separate Cottage Available 
Contact 0947-8414% 


LOOKING FOR A 
NEW CAREER? 

it International qualification 
★ No experience necessary 
it Full training provided 
it Job placement service 
Join our career program to 
become a 

Scuba Instructor 

Work available now worldwide 
within the leisure industry. 

Call AQUAMARINE SCUBA SCHOOLS 
lor a free Into Pack 

0704 822765 


FOR SALE 

Holiday Flats in picturesque Suffolk 
F.\tabli\hcd trade, minutes fnim the 
beach, close lo Norfolk Broads 
Three Slorcy Viclivian house comisting 
of 4 large self-contained flals 
Extensive owner's accomrrvxlalKxi 
£110.000 Freehold 
Mr and Mrs Petildemange 
0502 572848 


^l/n We specialise 
in HMForces 

M QUALITY CONTENT 

■ FAST SERVICE 

■ LASER PRINTING 

■ FREE STORAGE 

SERVICE - CV 
Dept (N). 2 TERN GARDENS. 
PLYMPTON, PLYMOUTH PL7 3HZ 

tr 0752 344842 (24 hrs) 


irmnc? iemidut? 

Use your existing knowledge and 
expertise as a civilian! 
Camping and Leisure business in 
delightful West Sussex lown 
T/O £523.000. growing rapidly and 
with enormous potential 
At £ 130.000 ♦ SAV arc you 
interested'’ 

Tclcphonc/Fax 0243 551369 NOW 


THINKING OF EARLY RET IRK 
MENT? So am I Divorced, youthful, 
mid Fifties graduate. 9st.. 5 4". Fit 
healthy, cheerful (and feminine). 
Aims to return to farming, ideally 
N.E. Scotland or S.W. Wales, hut 
would try anywhere for the right hold¬ 
ing and/or the right fella. Among 
other interests: music, dancing, litera¬ 
ture. history. If you have a sense of 
humour, are older, heavier, taller and 
interested, please write Navy News 
Box 1187. 


JOB VACANCIES 

To advertise your vacant posts to an 
estimated V 2 million Navy News readers 
contact Glen or Laureen on 
(0705) 826040 or Fax 830149 


ADVERTISEMENT RATES 


Operative from 1.1.94. All rates exclusive of VAT 


DISPLAY 

Size in cim 

(ml 

Whole Pairc 

37.0 a 27.3 

£1X75 

Half Page 

IK.4 x 27.3 

£1.015 

Quarter Page 

IMl 13.4 

£575 

Smglc col. cm 

(Mm 2Jem) 

£11.75 

Scticn Dtvcouni. V* on 6 mvcrtionv 

Scno Dtvount. IW on 12 imcrtiom 

AJventMng Agency Comflm\ion. HP! 

Colour Rain on Application 

CLASSIFIED 

Run on advert ivmcntN 


7 »p per word 

Minimum charge (cxd Box No) 

zn 

Bov Number 


tlM extra 


AH new advertisers, including Agencies, lira payment required in advance. Where Monthly 
Accounts are not approved, advertising is on a pre paid basis only. 


Where account terms have been approved, payment is requited within 30 days of dale of invoice 
STOP Navy News can now accept payment by credit cards: 

PRESS Visa. DeHa. Access. Mastercard King 0705 126040 for details 


It was a proud, but poignant, day for the Royal Naval Auxiliary Service (RNXS) when 
members of the Scotland, North England and Northern Ireland Area paraded at St Giles 
Cathedral, Edinburgh, for a commemorative service to celebrate the work of the RNXS on 
its disbandment. 


The salute at the parade 
was taken by Flag Officer 
Scotland and Northern Ire¬ 
land, Vice Admiral Chris Mor¬ 
gan, in the presence of Secre¬ 
tary of State for Defence 
Malcolm Rifkind and the Lord 
Provost and Lord Lieutenant 
of the City of Edinburgh the Rt 
Hon Norman Irons. 

Also marking the end of the 
RNXS was Prince Michael of 
Kent, Commodore RNXS, who 
attended a farewell lunch on 


board HMS Victory. 

There he was presented 
with an embroidered pennant 
by CNXO Capt Hare and a 
photograph of RNXS Loyal 
Mediator leaving harbour by 
SPNXO Milford Haven Jim 
Conway. 

Attending the lunch with the 
Prince were the former CINC- 
NAVHOME Admiral Sir John 
Kerr, Director Reserves Capt 
T. J. Norman-Walker and a 
group of officers selected 


from permanent, part-time 
and volunteers of the RNXS. 
• With the disbandment of 
the RNXS the nameplate of 
HMS Fortitude, which has 
adorned the Mess of the train¬ 
ing centre in HMS Gannet, 
was handed over to CPO Hoy- 
lake for safe keeping by the 
Senior Rates’ Mess of Gannet 
HMS Fortitude was the naval 
base at Ardrossan on the 
Clyde coast during the 
Second World War. 


Daring journey back 


Members of the HMS Daring 
Association returned to Kefa¬ 
lonia to mark the 40th anniver¬ 
sary of the earthquake which 
devasted the Ionian Islands in 
1953. 

On receiving news of the di¬ 
saster on August 12. 1953, 
HMS Daring was recalled from 
exercise off St Paul’s Bay. Mal¬ 
ta. and diverted to Argostoli, 
loaded with 200 tons of sup¬ 
plies and carrying three MOs 
and 17 Sick Berth Ratings to 
attend to casualties. 

Under the command of Capt 
Percy Gick, the ship arrived on 
scene and spent several days in 
the area assisting with the clcar- 
up operation — 50.000 inhabit¬ 
ants had been left without food, 
water or accommodation. 

On their return, 40 years lat¬ 
er, the former ship’s company 
received a warm welcome from 
the islanders. 

Visits were made to the Gen¬ 
eral State Hospital in Argostoli 
for the presentation, by the as¬ 
sociation, of a cheque for £550 
and to the plaauc. pictured 
rieht. erected in tnc appropria¬ 
tely-named HMS Daring Street 
which pays tribute to the ship’s 
assistance during the earth¬ 
quake. 
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CHANGED 


Fifty years on, you can remember it all 
with a 48-page commemorartive 
magazine from The News, Portsmouth. 

On sale for £1.20 along the coast from 
Brighton to Bournemouth at all 
leading newsagents, or by simply 
completing the form below, to 
guarantee your copy. Don't delay, 
order today! 

Cost of publication including inland 
postage is £1.70 per copy. 

Cost of publication including overseas 
postage (inc. EEC airmail) and surface 
mail is £2.00 per copy. 

Cost of publication outside Europe 
(airmail) is £3.00 per copy. 

Please complete the form below in 
BLOCK CAPITALS. 


THE WORLD 


THE STORY OF THE DAY THAT 



i Please send me.copy (les) of D-DAY: THE FIRST STEP TO PEACE to 


"i 

i 


Name:... 

Address:. 


.-..Poetoode:. 




Telephone number.. 


I enclose a cheque made payable to PPP Ltd (sterling only) to the value of 

*. w 

Send to : Subscriptions Department, The News, The News Centre. Hilsea, 
Portsmouth. Hampshire P02 9SX 

ONOTNN THIS IS NOT A NAVY NEWS OFFER 


Your news . Your paper . The News 
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Miscellaneous 



ZIPPO 



W. A. INGRAM ASSOCIATES LTD. Unit 27 
Grand Union Centre, 336B Ladbroke Grove, London W10 5AX 

-§«£- 

Please send me full details about how to obtain Zippo lighters 
engraved with my ship's crest 


NAME 


ADDRESS 


HMS PELLEW 

De-commissioning dance 
Saturday, June 4,1994, 
from 1930 

Ex-Pellew members and 
permanent stafl most 
welcome 

Tickets available 
0392 59605 


EMBROIDERED BADGES 

ANY BADGE, ANY CLUB, 
ANY QUANTITY 
from one off hand embroidered. Give 
us your design and we will copy it 

TH: ROSS ART EMBROIDERY 
7 Wall Road. Cwintar. lUyle. Cornwall 
TR27 5IIA.TH07J6 *50724 


CLASSIC 
SOUNDS ON CD 

ROCK, POP, SOVt., JAZZ, 
BLUES, COUNTRY etc 
100s at £8.99 EACH OF LESS! 

PLUS 

All currently available full once (TH met. 
U K chan «h 1 U S. impom 
All tent pom free in the U.K. or to any 
B.F.F.O. 

For a lice copy of our CLASSIC SOUNDS 
mail order Ini contact 
MASTERS OF MUSIC 
37 York Mon. Ilford. Fjuo. ICI 3AD 
Telephone 081 $14 3937 Fat Ml 514 5446 



The Gift Shop 


BRITANNIA ROYAL NAVAL COLLEGE 


BRNC created silver plated teaspoon..£2.95 

Thimble .£2.50 

. Bosuns call brans A copper with chain.Only £5.50 

RN tie ..£7.50 

BRNC real silk tie (pannerm out only)..£15 

I .a pel badge*: White F.nsign. Navy Crown. Royal Marine* Sailor. BRNC. 

Britannia, Submariner. RN Anchor.-£1-50 

Zippo Lighter White Ensign. RN or BRNC Crest.£14.50 

D-Day 50th Anniversary various military band* .. .Tape £7.50 ... CD £12^0 
Dartmouth to War by Adrian Holloway. New book.£15.95 

Pnce* include VAT. Pontage and Parking • Send cheque* payable to 
"Central Accts BRNC* Many other new itemu available Send foe Sew 1994 catalogue 
DARTMOUTH. DEVON TQ6 OHJ. Tel: 0803 832141 


ACTION PHOTOS 

HM. NATO, ftveign and 
Commonwealth warships, 
replenishing at sea from RFA’% 
Some in heavy weather 
1960-1992 including Falklands War 
SAE far lists ki 
17 Marlborough C lose 
Hyde, Isle of Wight, l»Q33 IAI* 


SPECIALIST BADGE 
SUPPLIES 

Silk or wire badges from £8 for Ships’ 
Associations tv individuals. 

SAE appreciated. 

I REED COURT 

LONCWELL GREEN. BRISTOL 
Telephone: 0272 327967 


HAVE YOU MISSED US? 

Back copies available 

Ring Sylvia Newman 

PORTSMOUTH 
0705 826040 

Navy News — The Paper that 
lives up to its name! 



& 




I. 


PRESENTATION CALLS (Regulation Pattern) 
make really great GIFTS or AWARDS 

w-★ 

Exoenly ENGRA VF.D wtih name, rank A Number or a message to a 
einfnend. etc. In presentation box with matching 50m. neck-chain, 
historical notes, and a guide to piping. 

22ct. Cold Plated Call £22.50 Silver Ptaled Call £21 

Polnbed Brass A Copper Call £14.95 Nickel-Plated Call £14.95 

Engraving £2 10 prr hsr of up to II Irttm and tpnrr* (capital* and number* count a* 2). 
Maximum 4 Inn (2 each wdr) We aim at reiurn-of potl arrvtcc We aho manufacture 
wnciqravcd Refutation “naval time" Call* at 19 93 and Uandard chain* at £3 99 Potter 
£MtT Special discount* for I N Aaaortationv ( add Unit*. Sea Seoul Troop* and dub* on 
application ( redit card* accepted 

c Nautic3iii 

FREE CATALOGUE 



GENUINE ISSUE NAVAL EQUIPMENT 


* Naval wooty putty’s 

★ PT1 track tops 

* AWD trousers 

★ White anklets 

★ Jumbo kitbags 

* Gun Run gators 

★ WANS shoes 

* Marines DPM smocks 

♦ Naval FR coveralls 


* Naval caps 

* Ron Hil trackslers 

* Square neck vests 
■h White betts 

* USA naval kit 

* Naval duffle coats 

* Combat boots 

* New WR NS stats 

* Marines CMMD0 boots 


* Naval steaneng bats 
I hammocks 


★ Navall 

★ Sub sweaters 

★ Berets 

a Naval money belts 

★ WRNS caps 

★ DPM tickets 

★ Navatwtndproof TRS 

★ Naval rugby shirts 

Britains leading supplies of kit to the professionals" 
Tel: 071 790 5257 Free Cat: 071 790 0900 Info: 071 790 5585 


Silverman's (Dept N.N). 2 Harford Street. Mile End. 
London El 4PS 


GENUINE HAND PAINTED 
REPRODUCTIONS OF 
YOUR FAVOURITE 
PHOTOGRAPHS 

Our artists will aim to faithfully 
reproduce, in oil on canvas, 
absolutely any photograph, print 
or slide in any size. Person/pet 
portraits, ships and landscapes 
are our speciality, and all at very 
attractive prices 
All work is fully guaranteed 

For your FREE information 
pack write to or telephone 

REGENCY FINE ART 

13 Westover Road Copnor 
Portsmouth, Hants 
0705 786370 (24 hours) 


SUN/SWIMWEAR 

Om 60 OngetM and Esduswe Designs by 

Poet Cross, Horn, Porto Rico, 
Fabrimalla, Triumph 

Sum String* A Thong* A Brief* 6 Shod* 
it Underwear for Himffler 

Send £ i (CrnMed) tar tut cotout catalogue to 

INTERSPARTA 

150b Gloucester Road 
Bristol BS7 8NT 


NOTICE TO READERS 

The pubfeshers of Navy News cannot 
accept responsibly for the accuracy of 
any advertisement or tor any losses 
suffered by any readers as a result 
Readers are strongly recommended K> 
make their own enquiries and seek 
appropriate commercial, legal and 
financial advice before serving any 
money or ertenng mo any legally txndng 
agreement. 


iWk Navy News 



Reader 

Offers! 



GAME SET & 
MATCH 

T-Shirt (illustrated) with 
matching Sweatshirt 
White with Ship and Flag 
design on front 

Sweatshirts 

S.M.L & XL sizes 
UK Surface Mail 
£12.50 £13.05 

Matching T-Shirts 

Sizes UK Air Mail 
Chidren 22*-32' £4.00 £4.75 

Adult S.M.L.XL £4.75 £6.25 
XXL £6.00 £7.25 

Buy both and get 
a FREE GIFT 
END OF RANGE n-- A 
SWEATSHIRTS tO.OU 

Pink-S.M 22'26'30-32- 
Yellow-822- 
Grey-S.M 22’ 


ANYONE FOR 
POLO? 

Smart, up to the 
minute and colourful 

Our Polo Shirts suit 
all ages. Available in 
a variety of colours 
they are cool and 
hardwearing 

Sizes Colour UK Air Mail 
Children 18*20* pink £2.25 £2.75 
22- white 
mint, 
blue. 

Adult M.L.XL black £5.99 £7.99 
red. 
jade, 
navy 




A superb new book 

The Navy In The NeWS 

Jim Allaway 


1954-1991 


The Royal Navy's story in the 
nuclear Age — as told in the pages 
of Navy News. 

Over 200 items from Suez to the + 75 p uk pip 
Gulf War (£1 overseas p&p) 


Orders to. Navy News, HMS Nelson, Queen Street, Portsmouth POI 3HH 
Telephone: 0705 826040 Fax: 0705 830149 


["cardholders Name 



Cheques/PO to accompany orders payable to Navy News For 
orders outside UK payment is to be made by cheque/intemattonal 
Money Oder in £ sterling 
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Property and Miscellaneous 


NAVY NEWS. MAY 1994 



BLACK HORSE AGENCIES 
Parkinson Fairlie Robertson 


SAILING SOON?Are you considering letting your property tor the duration? 
If so. lor fnendly competent advice and a copy of our Guide To Letting Your Property 

Telephone Fareham 234441 or Southampton 445899 

Wa covar th 0 South Cos»t from Lymington to Chtchaatar 


LET BY 


HALIFAX 


TEL (0705) 586816 


LET WITH CONFIDENCE 


MINIATURE MEDALS 

Mature »x)fui-wed medah Supplied 
and mounted m ordnary and country* 

* Wee Blazer Badges * Mess Krt oadges 

* Display cases, medal rfcboc mounting 

oars, nfcbon bars etc 

Send lor comprehensive catalogue to the 
Medal Specials (25p stamp appreciated) 

MINIATURE MEDALS (NN) 

30 COVENTRY ROAD. 
BURBAGE. 

LEICESTERSHIRE LE10 2HP 
Telephone: (0455) 239262 


MARINE ARTIST 

ANY SHIP. SCENE OR 
SETTING PROFESSIONALLY 
PORTRAYED 

IAN FRASER (ex RN) 

37A Chilweil Road 
Beeston. Nottingham NG9 1EH 


FRAMED COLOUR PRINTS 

from own original paintings of 

R.N. WARSHIPS 1920 1990 

from £17 50 Over 250 available 
For list please send s a e to 

‘SEART’ 

5 The Chase. Gosport 
Hants P012 3TD 


.PROFESSIONAL ARIIM-, 

specialist nx in 

MARINE WATERCOLOURS 

4 \ a liable lor fine an tommmionv 
from life and photograph* 

Tel: PORTSMOUTH 581632 
or write: Warwick Jacobs 
15 St Marks Koad. \hrrslokc 
Gosport. Hants 1*012 21) \ 


TIES, BADGES & PLAQUES 
Ships Regimental/Club 
D-DAY LANDINGS OFFICIAL 50TH 
ANNIVERSARY TIE £8.85 incl. 

All goods guaranteed 
SAE appreciated tor full list 

The Heraldic Co. (G B.) NN. 
“Over Briar. Beech Well Lane. 
Edge End. Colelord. Gios GL16 7HA 
Tolophono Fax. 0594 832200 


REMEMBER THE 
GOOD OLD NAVY 


e AN ORIGINAL PRESENT 

A mounted And framed photoqioph of 
your fh*%) old ship printed from an onqmal 
larue formal neqahve fr«crlfen» qualii.l lo 
enhance your hal lounge, bar den. etc 
e ' nr been photographing tk 
sit nationalities and lyprs from the early 
1920'% to the present day tndwhna 
RF AY R M A 5 R NVR and PAS 
WRIGHT & LOGAN (Eat 1924) 

20 Queen Street. Portsmouth POl .'till 
FREE BROCHURE Tel: <0705l 829555 



ALISON, 5 10'. short auburn hair, 
haad eyes single mum i ikes cinema, 
socialising Own car. will write to any¬ 
one who wants to get in touch, aged 
25-35. 5‘ 10 or over Navy News Bos 
1186. 


LOST Your 
Medals? 
We can 
replace them 

NOW '# 0752 

I J 872672 

Full Size & Miniatures 
Mounting Service & Ribbons. 
S.A.E. for Replacement List 

Toad Hall, Newton Ferrers, 
Plymouth, Devon, England, 
PL81DH 


LEAVING YOUR HOME IN 
THE PORTSMOUTH AREA? 


TLC 


Property Management 

Offer free consultation on all 
aspects of property letting 
263 Fawcett Road. Southsea 
Hants. (0705) 861550 

We are ex-navy — we 
understand your problems 


FORECASTLE TO 
QUARTERDECK 

A new book by Harry \\ a rdIe 

Thi> h»» 4 tx Jcdk jted Ihe officcrx and 
men id the Royal Navy, with *txwn I had 
the prmlcfc !*• <nc fr.Hn 1935-1958 M> 
dcciMim it* *nic ihi* h» A In determine 

h> de'ire h> place «n reoxd *ilh Ihal unique 
<4 men. *bo in my ifinkti. formed ihe 
first line of defethe during ihe early years of 
ihe 1939*45 *ar 

Price (4.95 plu» (1.50 postage K packing 
iiuun \X \kI>1 f 

I. Harbour Koad. Harbour Koad. Hailing 
Island. Hants 

'O/tpn Mmuttil i«> Kmai W A Cwnn Ihmr 
m mtcmt** atBrti Jrlhtnr 


WORCESTERSHIRE 
MEDAL SERVICE 

Full sire and miniature medals supphad 
and mounted for wear or display send 
for ful list of miniature medals. 
emWems. clasps, etc SAE appreciated 

25 Golden Cross Lane. Catshlll 
Bromsgrove. Worcs B61 OLG 
Telephone (0527) 835375 

Access/Visa welcome 


PRINTED on StdwAml 



JO rout OWN DISIGN 

• T-SHIRTS 

• SWEATSHIRTS 

• POIOSHIRTS 

• RUGBY SHIRTS 

• SWEATERS 

• BASEBALL CAPS 

hr hu fell eeleur krethrt 
uf pmt lilt pi ait ($»t*(t: 


TEES TOTAL 

•0M STMIT W00H0N IAVMT1 . 
I umtoii armnei n I 

TEL: (0793) I49IIS 
fAX: (0793)149190 



CARICATURES 

FROM PHOTOS 

Hilarious cancatures 
Groups or ‘Singles’ m 
colour,SAW drawn from 
photos by a prolessonal 
cartoonist A unque gill »or 
al occasions For 
sampies/pnces phonefoi 
Rick on 081 441 6607 


EMBROIDERED 

SWEATERS SWEATSHIRTS 
POLO SHIRTS BADGES 

PRINTED 

TEESHIRTS SWEATSHIk I s 
BAIX.ES COFFEE MUGS 
AMD LOTS MORE’ AU FROM 
ONE SI rn I E 

No artwork or setting up cou\ on the 

major m ot . , > 00a Hi-fi nu.ihi\ 

lompctilivc prucx and prompt 
delivery BI-PO tax-free service. 
Semi for nttr #*ch /true lint: 

REYNOLDS SPORTS 51/52 HIGH 
STREET. I IN( Ol \ I N5S\P 
Telephone: 0522 513939 
F ax: 0522 530383 


REGIMENTAL Tics, Bla/cr Badges. 
Cuff-tinks. Buttons. Medals. Cap 
Badges. N1 ilitaria. £1.50 for list. 
C'airncross (Dcp. NN). 31 Belle Vuc 
St.. Filey. N Yorks YOI4 9HU 

WANTED ( ap Tallies of HM Ships. 
St George. Gosling. Wrangler. Ber¬ 
muda. Euryalus. Royal Arthur. Ber¬ 
wick, Goldcrcst. Write or phone "TafT 
Jones**. 23 Gwcrn Bert hi Road. Abcr- 
lillcry. Ciwcnt. S Wales NP3 IQY 
Tel (0495) 216966. 

NAUTICAL ANTIQUE CENTRE, 
Hope Square Weymo u th Thousands 
maritime articles stocked including 
hells, lights, clocks, ships* badges, 
models, portholes, scrapped warship 
souvenirs. WWII collectables. Naval 
items purchased. S.A.E. please. Tel. 
0305 777838. cv. 0305 783180 

C Ol LD anyone with an> memory or 
knowledge of T S I) Y “Melinda** 
(formerls White Ghost II) 40ft Os¬ 
borne motor cruiser built 1939 and 
requisitioned for war service please 
call (0272) 350701 



SCE HOTLINE 

0367 241225 



REGIMENTAL SUPPLIES (N) 


Ahe barbers shop'N 



9 PARK STREET 


AT 



LONDON SE1 9AB 


GIEVES AND HAWKES 



Tel: 071-403 3983 


22, THE HARO, PORTSMOUTH 



Medals — full size and 


Gentlemen, 



miniature, mounted for wear 


for a good haircut 



Blazer badges, buttons, ties 


call in or by appointment 



and heraldic wall plaques 


^ 0705 821351 ext 206 J 




SCE HOTLINE 
0367 241225 



DOLLAR 


RENT A CAR 

BEST DAILY RENTAL COMPANY 1991.1992,1993 

SPECIAL NAVY RATES 

We are back on The Hard at Portsmouth, with special otters 

TEL: 0705 660811 

Limberline Est, Hilsea, Portsmouth 


L INTENSIVE 
DRIVING 
COURSES 

* 5 and 10 day * Residential * 

* Compmed CourseComish Holiday * 
* Credit Cards Accepted + 

4 Instructor Training Parts t. 2 and 3 4 

TRAVEL CREST MOTORING 
SCHOOL 

Trevanger.West Tolgus, Redruth. 
Cornwall TR15 3TN (0209) 213133 



MILITARY AND CIVIL 
UNIFORMS 
ACCOUTREMENTS - 
SWORDS 


OWEN 
UNIFORMS 


AA FRAMPTON TRADING AS 

WELFARE GARAGE 
HMS NELSON 

★ Mechanical ★ Bodywork 

★ Electrical * Servicing 

for all types of cars 
Also Computerised Diagnostic 
Tuning etc 
MOT's arranged 
Tel DOCKYARD EXT 24236 
PORTSMOUTH 824802 


Tailors by appointment lo ROYAL 
NAVY. QARNNS. etc. Suppliers ol 
made lo measure No. 5 s and 7s. 
Ladies Mess Kits. Doeskin Tail 
Coals. Tropical Clothing. Gold 
Lace Ranking Service. 

BS 5750 PI II approved 

OWEN UNIFORMS 

LISTER CLOSE 
NEWNHAM INDUSTRIAL 
ESTATE 

PLYMPTON, PLYMOUTH 
DEVON PL7 4BA 
Telephone (0752) 338722 
Fax: 0752 344534 


>Jy 

ynS 

aLiw Centre 
of the 

South Wot 


TATTOO REMOVAL 

• Latest Laser Technology 

• No Surgery 

• Safe and Effective 

• Free Assessment 

Department of Plastic and Reconstructive Surgery 
Frenchay Hospital. Bristol 

phone (0272) 701-212 ext 2480 


CORJVO TANKARDS 

Quality tankards, flasks and silverware 
engraved with Badges, 
logos or any unusual design. 
Competitive prices, 
colour brochure available. 


CORJVO PRODUCTS 
I90A ROC KINGHAM STRUT. SHEFFIELD SI 4ED 

(0742)754 1 68 



GOLO WIRE SHIPS BADGES IN 
Sin «5in FRAME £12 inc p&p 
BLAZER BADGES £10 inc p&p 
OFFICERS CAP BADGES £10 
SWORD KNOTS £20 
ONE OFFS A SPECIALITY 
ALL SHIPS. COMMANDOS. 
FLYING OVERALL BADGES 
MAIL ORDER ONLY 
NO CALLERS 
C15 ♦ C2 P&P 
MOTIFS OF OLDHAM 
11 Oalehead Drive, Shaw. Lancs 
Telephone: 0706 846648 


SHIPS BADGES 

Handcrafted In superb 
detail. Beautifully presented 
on a Shield SxSttins or 
Framed 5Vix5ins at 
ONLY £10.95 per badge 
Send for free brochure 

K&T CRAFTS 

Salt house Mills 
BarrowTrvFumsss Cumbria 
LAI 3 0DH (0229) 830456 


GET 

PROMOTION! 


T-Shirts, Sweatshirts, 

Polos, Rugby Shirts, 

Hooded Tops, 

Singlets. 

Baseball Hats, Ties, 
Embrofdered 
Badges and Jumpers. 
Pennants, Mugs. 

Sports Bags and Holdalls. 
Jog/Track Suits & Shell Suits 


A S PROMOTIONS 

Room 35. 94. Bleckhorse Lane 
London E17 6AA 
Telephone 081-523 3283 
Fax: 081 531 7298 



b r^u r B 


LOST MEDALS 

REPLACED IN RECORD TIME 

II II Sl/I k MINIMI Kl 
*DA> MOC NTIMJ SFRVIO: 

n kiu ttkPntt\i nut {ft oi\no\ 

RAYMOND I). HOI DK H 

I rafalgar Square C ol lectors C cnlrt 
7 \\ hitcomb Slrrtl 
I nrulon "I 'll "II \ 

TEL 071-930 1979 
OR 0374 133 493 


WALL SHIELDS OF 
ROYAL NAVY SHIPS 

Hand pamted on wooden base 6" x 7" 

£21.20 + £1.30 UK postage 

REDUCED PRICES given for orders of 6 or more 
SPECIAL PRICES g.ven for 10. 25. 50 and 100 
CRESTED TIES TO YOUR OWN SPECIAL DESIGN 
(minimum 36) 

Specialist experience over 85 years 

C. H. MUNDAY LTD 

Oxford House, 8 St John's Road 
St John’s. Woking. Surrey 
Telephone 0483 771588 Fax 0483 756627 



7 


HMS RFA&RNA WALL SHIELDS 

Handmade to order 



6'*7V 


£18 50* me UK postage 
* odd £ 1 20 for optional motto/title scroll 
Up to 30% discount wrth quantity orders 
C & A Beharrell 
187 Victoria Avenue Hull HU5 3EF 
Tel (0482) 213398 
Please send SAE for brochure 



FLEET BADGES 

in pill « nloar, heul\culrd uttd punted 
4 < hurth N m*. Otwrne. 

V. Sherborne. Dorset DTf 4NA OTJ$ 112109 

Colkstors M/e x V/nn.l7 <n 

Pu*vnt4iHin xi k jpp»o\ Km \ 7m .112.50 
If* I I K (VKUpc 
ALL ROYAL M\ Cl ASSOCIATED BADGES 


GREENBURGH’S 

(THE ORIGINAL NAVAL TAILORS) 

WALL PLAQUES 



HAND PAINTED ON OAK BASE ANY DESIGN 
C19.95.C1.30 UK POSTAGE 
QUANTITY DISCOUNTS FOR SIX OR MORE 

BADGES. AIRE OR SILK. ANY DESIGN AND QUANTITY 
TIES, CLUB. REGIMENTAL OR YOUR OWN DESIGN 
CAP TALLIES. ANY DESIGN 

Send SAE for price list 
49 DEREK AVENUE. HOVE. SUSSEX 
BN3 4PE TEL: (0273) 416138 



ENGRAVING 

Service Available 
GLOSSOP 
TROPHIES 

Manufacture Pewter Tankards. 
PTR Trophies. Goblets and Hip Flasks 
r- M Tankards Engraved with 

! Badge/Crest from £5.50 4 VAT 

SEND FOR OUR FREE 
CATALOGUE 

m TEL: (0742) 589584 
FAX: (0742) 583431 
GLOSSOP TROPHIES. 141 LONDON R0A0. SHEFFIELD S2 4LE 


We can transfer any Full Colour design or photo 


T-Shirts Sweatshirts 
& Baseball Caps 

Using the very latest technology in laser transfer printing! 


Minimum order of one, with any image you like! 

We are also specialists in screen printed & embroidered garments 

Contact us for more information & price lists Ricara Leisurewear 

River Road. Littiehampton. West Sussex. BN17 5BZ (0903) 717298 


NEED A FRIEND? 

Then look out for our exciting new 

PEN-FRIEND SECTION 

Starting in the June Issue 

A small fee of £7 4 * 50p postage will give you 

★ 10 word advertisement 

★ Box number facility 

For further details write/tel 

The Business Manager 
Navy News, HMS Nelson 
Queen Street, Portsmouth POI 3HH 
Tel: 0705 826040 Mil Ext: 24226 
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PROUD ALTHOUGH DEFEATED 


With packed coach and 
car parks, much greeting of 
old friends and a con¬ 
siderable flow of alcohol, 
the annual gathering at 
Twickenham for the Army 
v Navy rugby match got 
under way. 

However, before match com¬ 
ments the leprechaun would 
like to mention the side attrac¬ 
tions The Cdr Doug Lewis 
organised and Hertz sponsored 
draw reaped benefits of £8.000 
for the tri-Servicc coffers. The 
first prize holiday in New York 
was won by a retired Brigadier 
— an officer. Leprechaun was 
told, who deserved it for his 
continuous support to tri-Scr- 
vice rugby over many decades. 

HMS Raleigh, also very 
deservedly, won the Willis Cor- 
roon Silver Salver in the com¬ 
petition for the best lunch on 
display; the Royal Logistics 
Corps were best Army entrant. 

The match kicked ofT in front 
of some 12,000 spectators, 
although it is unrecorded how 
many people continued to sup¬ 
port both teams vociferously 
throughout the game from the 
North and West car parks. The 
Army dominated the first 20 
minutes and seldom left the 
Navy's half of the field where 
all line-out ball and nearly 
every ruck and maul ball went 
their way. but solid Navy 
defence prevented them from 
crossing the line and restricted 
their scoring to two penalties. 

Leading up to half-time the 
Navy gradually forced them¬ 
selves back into the game with 
lock forward Harry Harrison 
winning more and more line- 
out ball and right wing Craig 
White making some penetra¬ 
tive runs down the flank. Navy 
fly-half Gerry Price (returning 
for a cap after an eight yeti 
absence from the Navy side) hit 
back with two penalties for a 
half-time score of 6—6. 


In the second half both sides 
defended exceptionally well but 
on four occasions the over 
eager Navy eavc away penalties 
within easy kicking range to al¬ 
low the Army to accumulate a 
further 12 points. Two scorch¬ 
ing handling movements which 
both included Jamie Coulton 
coming into the line from full 
back, took (he bad from the 
Navy’s 22 up to the Army’s line 
but failed to cross it. Had the 
Navy been able to run the ball a 
little more there is absolutely 
no doubt that they would have 
scored a try. but such was the 
pressure from the Army pack 
that the Navy were always 
struggling for clean possession. 

Pressure 

However, forward drives 
from Navy players Bob Arm¬ 
strong. CoVin Palmer and Har¬ 
rison kept pressure on the 
Army. In the end the Navy 
could not quite breach the 
Army's defence going down 18 
points to 6 and had to watch as 
the Army lifted the Willis Cor- 
roon AFFAS Trophy for the 
seventh year in succession. 
Everything considered it was a 
great day lor both the Navy and 
Army with the only sour note 
being the offensive habit of 
loud booing for both kickers — 
a bad habit which this fixture 
seems unable to eradicate. 

Prior to the RAF match the 
Navy played a warm-up fixture 
at Esher against the Combined 
London Old Boys, but it was 
not a great advert for the 
Navy's playing strengths, with 
weak tackling, bad second 
phase ball and too much loose 
play being prevalent. Following 
early penalties for both sides 
and an excellent drop goal by 
Navy fullback Eyre from near 
the halfway line, it seemed that 
tries would be scarce. However, 
before half-time CLOB’s hook¬ 
er Wilkins scored one and for 
the Navy Mike Jarrell scored a 
superb try near the posts. 


In the final quarter of the 
game Navy fitness started to 
reap dividends with tries by 
White. Amrstrong. Palmer and 
Livingstone, all aided by Coul- 


made him England's all-time 
record try scorer. 

The kN made several 
scrappy forays into RAF terri¬ 
tory without reward until Navy 


Inter-Service rugby 


ton who was in fine kicking 
form. Final score RN 40, 
CLOB 17. On the touch line it 
was particularly pleasing to see 
CLOB's President. Capt. Mike 
Pcarey, past President England 
RFU and. of course, past Selec¬ 
tor and Chairman RNRU. 

He has turned up throughout 
the season to lend his support 
to the RN side. 

The Navy took on the RAF 
with a Wednesday fixture at 
Twickenham before a much- 
reduced crowd. Conditions 
were excellent for good rugby 
with a cold biting wind and 
occasional sunny periods, all of 
which augured well for the 
RAFs high quality back line. It 
was not surprising, therefore, 
that the RN game plan was to 
retain the ball in the forwards 
to deny England International 
Rory Underwood at full back 
and England 'A' player Hull at 
stand-off opportunities to uti¬ 
lise their considerable running 
skills. 

Throughout the first half the 
RAF forwards proved to be 
very strong, mobile, fit and per¬ 
haps most important of all — 
very quick about the field in 
support. This unforeseen and 
unexpected contribution 
towards the RAF team's perfor¬ 
mance allowed quick and clean 
possession for their backs who 
duly scored three tries. 

The RAF script obviously 
called for Underwood to show 
his paces and just before half¬ 
time he obliged in style going 
over, after a superb run down 
the touchline. b> showing the 
flair so often seen on the inter¬ 
national stage and which has 


stand ofT Price dropped a goal 
to record the onlv RN points in 
the first half. Half-time RN 3. 
RAF 17. 

Following the break the Navy 
set about their task with more 
commitment and for much of 
the second half the RAF looked 
ragged as Royal Marine No 8 
Armstrong surged through the 
RAF lines setting up many 
quick ruck situations where he 
was well supported by hooker 
Clay, flanker Dixon and second 
rows Harrison and C Toss 

This pressure led to Price get¬ 
ting opportunities to slot over 
three well-taken penalties. Not 
to be outdone. RAF centre 
Rayner took opportunist 
advantage of a handling mis¬ 
take to kick and chase the ball 
over the line to score a try and 
record the RAFs only points in 
the second half. 

Hibernia Cup 

Although the RN dominated 
the final quarter overall the 
RAF backs were just too fast 
and strong and the final score 
was RN 12. RAF 22 The RAF 
were presented with the Willis 
Corroon Hibernia Cup by the 
President RFU. Mr Ian Beer — 
the first time that any trophy 
has been presented for the win¬ 
ners of this Inter-Service 
fixture. 

In retrospect there is much to 
be cheerful about, with selector 
Jeff Blackett's gamble on nine 
new caps against a very experi¬ 
enced Army team nearly paying 
off. For the RAF game it had 
always been recognised that the 
RAF backs were likely to prove 
too good. 

Still, there is much potential 


in this young side for the years 
ahead and perhaps the greatest 
compliment during the Inter- 
Scrvice matches for the Navy 
came from England Inter¬ 
national and Army flanker Tim 
Rodber who said. “For the past 
few years we have stuffed the 
Navy, but this year we were 
lucky to scrape a win — I am 
not looking forward to next 
year.” 

Next season the selector can 
call on 12 of this season's squad 
and can justifiably feel that he 
now has the nucleus of a future 
winning side. The Chairman 
RNRU (Capt Tony Hallett) 
was also upbeat. 

• There will be an incoming 
tour in autumn 1994 by the 
Australian Defence Forces who 
will visit UK from November 
15 to December 16. They will 
play all three Services, a Com¬ 
bined Services side and two 
counties or clubs. Definite 
dates so far are November 23 v 
Army, probably at Aldershot, 
and November 30 v Royal 
Navy at Devonport. 

The RNRU will undertake a 
two or three match tour of 
France from September 2 to 9, 
1994. which is intended to be a 
development tour by picking a 
young side stiffened .is Qccet- 
sar>. by a few experienced old¬ 
er players. 

In a season that saw a new 
President, Rear Admiral Mike 
Gretton. the highest profile for 
the RNRU given by the Press 
was. sadly, for the court martial 
of a Navy forward found guilty 
ol violence on the field in the 
first match of the season. None¬ 
theless this set back to morale 
was soon forgotten when new 
selector Cdr Jeff Blackett, 
picked for his squad an inex¬ 
perienced but talented team of 
youthful players who played 
12. won 7 and lost 5. all of 
which bodes well for the next 
few years in the continuing 
struggle to beat our *bcte noire' 
at Twickenham, the Army. 



Policemen cop it 

Due to the British Police being unable to make their annual fixture against the Royal 
Navy, the Senior Service were matched against a combined Royal Ulster Constabulary/ 
Garda Siochana team, writes Colour Sgt. leo Toms . 


It was the first time these 
two forces had boxed side 
by side, but it was not to be 
their night — the Navy ran 
out 5-2 winners. 

Best bout was the tremen¬ 
dous middleweight battle 
between Mne Paul Murphy 
(45 Cdo) and Peter Moore 
(Garda). First one then the 
other boxer looked to be 
gaining the advantage as 
the bout progressed, but it 
was the Garda boxer who 
took the deserved points de¬ 
cision on the sheer volume 
of punches he threw. He was 
also named Best Irish Boxer 
of the evening. 

Best Navy man was LPT 
Danny Machin (Sultan), who 
turned in another brilliant 
display of boxing skills 
against the RUC’s tough and 
game Eamon Adaire. Machin 
moved round Adaire using 


long range |abs and right 
hands for the first two 
rounds. In the third he stood 
toe-to-toe and took Adaire 
on at his own game, winning 
a unanimous decision. 

Mne Silver (42 Cdo) was 
considered unlucky not to 
get the decision against R. 
Hamilton (RUC), but both 
boxers were congratulated 
by the referee for the hard 
fought contest. Hamilton 
was awarded a majority 
decision. 

A boxer who has improved 
on each performance for the 
Navy is LPT Paul New (Sul¬ 
tan). Again he showed skill 
and composure to outbox C. 
McKee (RUC) and force the 
referee to stop the contest 
in the third round. 

At heavyweight Mne Lae 
Kerry (45 Cdo) also boxed 
well. Despite being shorter 


than L. McMullen (RUC) he 
used his feet well, moving 
backwards throughout the 
contest and countering the 
policeman each time he ad¬ 
vanced. Kerry's unanimous 
decision was well deserved. 

Mnes Lee Hurford (Car¬ 
diff) and Nigel Weatherer 
(RM Poole) were too strong 
for their Garda opponents 
and won inside the distance, 
with first and third round 
stoppages respectively. 

In a supporting bout 
LMEM Lloyd-West (Sultan) 
showed he had gained in ex¬ 
perience and improved con¬ 
siderably since losing in the 
RN Intermediate Champion¬ 
ship, with a good third round 
stoppage over T. Atwal 
(Trtchfield ABC). Despite re¬ 
ceiving a lot of heavy 
punches early in the contest 
he was never flustered and 


from Navy 


Above: LPT Danny Machin (on the right) on his way to being 
named the best Navy boxer of the nignt in the RN v RUC/Garda 
Siochana match. His opponent was Eamon Adaire. 


gradually wore down his 
man, stopping him with a 
good left hook to the head. 

Another of the supporting 
bouts saw MEM T. Breeds 


(Sultan) take a victory on 
points over C. Evans (Invin¬ 
cible) In the welterweight 
contest 


Stretched 
too thin 

Training prior to the Inter Services Basketball 
Championships gave coaches reason to hope 
the Navy team would give a decent account of 
themselves, if not necessarily win — and that 
despite major problems with player availability. 
Some juniors were drafted in to the senior team. 

But shortcomings became apparent in the matches 
against the Army, whose aggressive ball-play was 
combined with a greater will to win and a higher level 
of fitness. The Navy's ladies, juniors and senior teams 
all went down to superior Army squads. 

The Navy teams did, however, pick themselves up 
for the games against the RAF and results were much 
closer, but again the RN could not win. 

Results — Led.es RN 31 Army 77; RN 30 RAF 43, Army 56 RAF 51. 
Junk** RN 49 Army 67; RN 6? RAF 63; Army 81 RAF 60. Seniors: RN 51 
Army 91: RN 60 RAF 78; Army 85 RAF 79. Oventll. the Army took »H three. 



HOTSHOTS 


The annual Skill at Arms 
Competition at HMS Cam¬ 
bridge saw a clean sweep for 
the Military Training Team. 

In a closely fought contest 
they were victorious in the 
team event and also in most 
of the individual classes. De¬ 
serving a special mention 
among them was AB(M) Ri¬ 
chard Dobson, who won the 
individual trophy, pistol and 
falling cia> events, and was 
runner-up in the small bore 
competition. 

The team (pictured left) 
comprised (l-r): AB(M) 
Scouse Miller. WEM(O) Pal 
Jennings. AB(M) Chris Har¬ 
ries and Richard Dobson. 

Pictur* LA(PHOT) Graham Maggitt 


Saddest event of the season 
was the death of Lt Cdr Jim 
Smith — who for over 30 years 
was a stalwart of Devonport 
Services as Selector. Fixture 
Secretary and Secretary. 
Awarded Life Membership by 
Devonport Services in 1983. 
his last job was as Resettlement 
Office in HMS Drake, which 
allowed him to maintain his 
close contacts with the club. He 
will be sadly missed! 

Another great character, Lt 
Cdr Harry Brickwood. retired 
recently from this third career 
when he was relieved as Secre¬ 
tary RNRU by Lt Cdr Clive 
Lambshead. After giving up 
playing mediocre rugby in 1966 
(his words), Harry took up 
refereeing, ran Navy Colts 66- 
70 and 72-74. wm Sec RN 
coaching sub committee 68-70. 
senior team sec. 76-77 and was 
made a Life Member RNRU in 
1977. Not satisfied with that, 
he worked in Hong Kong 77-88 
after retirement from the Navy 
and was awarded an MBE in 
1988 for development of rugby 
in the Colony. 

He has been Secretary 
RNRU for the past six years 
and will now start his fourth 
career as the Proprietor of the 
RNRU Travelling Shop selling 
Navy scarves and other gizzits 
around the bazaars. 

Finally, the Executive Com¬ 
mittee of the RNRU thank 
Desmond Leach from Willis 
Corroon AFFAS for his leader¬ 
ship with organisation of the 
Twickenham fixtures, are 
extremely grateful to our spon¬ 
sors for their financial support 
and are keen to take this oppor¬ 
tune to w ish all their affiliated 
teams, players, alikadoos. sup¬ 
porters and Navy News readers 
an enjoyable summer break. 
The Leprechaun trusts you will 
all return next season. 

Th« RN squad tn* year was Coulton. 
Eyre White. Jarrett Oakley. Brown. 
Pnce Livingstone. Honey. Ctay. Gary 
Lee. Harrison. Cross. Dixon. Jones 
(Capti Palmer Armstrong. Burden. Mor¬ 
gan. Readwm. Emery 


CHARITY BOX 



A charity boxing match 
between HMS Illustrious 
and the Royal Militay Aca¬ 
demy Sandhurst was held in 
the aircraft carrier's hangar 
and when the 10 bouts were 
over the contest was drawn. 

Charity was the real winner 
of the event, which was organ¬ 
ised by CPOME.A Joe Kirb>. 
CPOPT Martin Lc Page and 
POPT Ian Smith. The audience 
of more than 200 chipped in 
over £1.000. Trophies were 
donated by DML Sports and 
Social Club. 

Pictured above is LMEM 
Dicky Davies, winner of the 
super heavyweight bout. 


Stroke play 

Lee-on-Solent Golf Club 
will be the venue for the RN 
Inter-Command and Individ¬ 
ual Stroke Play Champion¬ 
ships (June 20-22) and there 
are approximately nine 
places available to players 
not selected for their Com¬ 
mands. Any such players 
with a handicap of 10 or less 
wishing to enter should do 
so through their Command 
Golf Sec. or via Cdr G. 
Skinns, FOSF, 4 The Parade, 
HM Naval Base, Portsmouth. 
If over subscribed, a ballot 
by handicap will take place. 
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Sport 





Home and 


After a busy off-season, the RN ice hockey team, the 
Sentinels (pictured above), are well prepared for this sum¬ 
mer’s full fixture list, which will bring the sport to the heart 
of Gosport on most weekends until the end of August. 


The team plays out of Hol¬ 
brook Ice Rink, Forest Way, 
Gosport, and there is free ad¬ 
mission to all home games. 
Players take the ice from 5 
p.m.. accompanied by all the 
razzamatazz you would expect 
from a North American sport. 
A DJ announcer keeps the 
crowd fully involved in the 
game, while interspersing the 
action with disco lighting and 
music. 

Ice hockey is one of the best 
supported sports in the Royal 
Navy. Why not go along and 
sec why for yourself? For more 
information, contact Lt Mark 
Walker (Sultan ext. 2410) or 
POM EM Mark Wallace (Sultan 
ext. 2479). 

• Meanwhile, out in Canada, 
the annual ice hockey game has 
taken place between NATO ex¬ 
change personnel and their Ca¬ 
nadian Navy and Air Force col¬ 
leagues at the Canadian Forces 
Base Shearwater, in the Prov¬ 
ince of Nova Scotia. 

The game is played in a most 


friendly manner — this year the 
clock stopped itself five 
seconds from time to give the 
visitors a final chance of equa¬ 
lising the score! That said, this 
year the NATO team per¬ 
formed particularly well, de¬ 
spite the fact few could skate at 
all before arriving in Canada. 
The Canadian Forces took the 
match by 9-8. 

The visitors* team is pictured 
left. Back (l-r): Lt Doug Beyer 
USN, Lt Max Walch USN, Lt 
Cdr Pete Sargeant USN, Lt 
Mark Coupland RN. Lt Kevin 
Bostik USN, Col. John Cody 
CF, Lt Rusty Kusupski, Lt Cdr 
Tony Knight RN, Lt Col Rocky 
Bogcrt USN, Mr Jerry Tracy, 
Westland Helicopters Ltd, and 
Lt Malcolm Toy RN. Front: 
LWREN Lisa Crudace RN. Lt 
Cdr Jerry Stocker RN, WO 
Mike Hatch CF, Lt Cdr Colin 
Gabriel RN and Mr Alistair 
McCaulay WHL.Mark Cou¬ 
pland was the captain and Mal¬ 
colm Toy the manager/ 
organiser. 


XI complete 
their group 
undefeated 

Looking to recapture their early season form after a disap¬ 
pointing results in the Inter-Services, the Navy met Glouces¬ 
ter County FA at Fairford and began in sparkling form in the 
light drizzle, writes Lt Cdr Jim Banks . 


POPT Nick Haigh seized on 
a loose ball in the penalty area 
to open the scoring in the 16th 
minute. He was also involved 
in the second, passing the ball 
to LPT Fraser Quirke, who 
wrong-footed the keeper and 
made it 2-0 on the half-hour. 

CPO Steve Johnson and 
POSTD Ian Pattison were in 
outstanding form in the Navy 
defence. At the start of the 
second half LAEM Nigel 
Thwaitcs scored a fine individ¬ 
ual goal from 15 yards. 

After Gloucester pulled back 
to 3-1 the Navy were stirred to 
a final effort and responded 
with two goals in the last three 
minutes, courtesy of Haigh and 
CPO Will Flint, whose excel¬ 
lent shot from 18 yards brought 
the match to its conclusion and 
the rather flattering scorelinc 
for the Navy of 5-1. 

This was a very good perfor¬ 
mance by the Navy team and 
meant they completed their 
SWCC Group matches unde¬ 
feated, a feat not often 
achieved. They will play Sussex 
in the final at Burnaby Road. 
Portsmouth, on April 28 (ko 
1930). 

The Army were held to a 1-1 
draw by the RAF in the decid¬ 
ing match of the Inter-Ser¬ 
vices Competition. For the 
first time the two teams share 
the title. 

In their match against 
Guernsey in the island's Cente¬ 
nary Tournament, the Navy 
scored first (PO Chris Long) 
and second (Thwaites). Guern¬ 
sey then began playing in a 
more controlled manner and 
pulled back a goal. 

The game was interrupted by 
hail, but when the players re¬ 
took the field the local side 
seemed to have added impetus, 
eventually running out 3-2 
winners. 

All credit to them for their 
fight back, but the Navy will 


not be pleased with the way 
they let slip a two-goal lead and 
conceded defeat, with moments 
of indecision by a defence 
which had otherwise played 
well. 

A young Middlesex County 
FA side provided the next op¬ 
position for the Navy on a wet 
and windy St Martin's ground. 
Haigh scored in the 12th min¬ 
ute, following a comer from 
Craig Robinson, playing his 
first senior match for several 
months, and a pass from Tom¬ 
my Johnson. 

Haigh later increased the 
Navy lead with a looping head¬ 
er over the advancing keeper 
and in the second half com¬ 
pleted his hat-trick. Flint 
scored two more and Paul Wil¬ 
letts made it 6-0. 

With his appearance in this 
match Tommy Johnson came 
within two games of his 200th 
appearance for the Navy. 


There is a new cap¬ 
tain of Navy squash. Lt 
Robin Young (Phoenix 
NBCD School) takes 
over from POPT Ian 
Binks (RNSLAM). 


MINI WEST 
COUNTRY 
TOUR FOR 
UNDER 25s 

The Navy’s senior cricket 
side start the season with Lt 
Piers Moore as captain for 
the first time. Incogniti pro¬ 
vide the opposition in the 
traditional two-day opening 
fixture of the season at Bur¬ 
naby Road on May 12/13. 

Following a match on the 
15th against the Free Foresters, 
also at Portsmouth, the Navy 
travel to play Oxford Univer¬ 
sity at the Parks on May 23. 

Meanwhile, the Under 25 
team have a three-match pro¬ 
gramme in the West Country; 
after playing the Combined 
Colleges at Dartmouth on May 
7th, they take on Devon 
Cricket Association on the 8th 
and Devon and Cornwall 
Police the following day. Both 
these matches will be played at 
Mount Wise. 

It is hoped that the opportu¬ 
nity to see future Navy players 
will attract a good crowd to 
Mcint Wise. 



Fresh Air! 

“Cornish Air” makes a fine sight as she crosses a 
calm Falmouth Bay. The Comtsh~bu»tt 36-footer has 
been a cq uired for RNAS Cukflrose's sail training 
fleet based at the Watersports Centre, Falmouth. 
She was commissioned mto the fleet by Mrs Marion 
Fish, wife of Capt Peter Fish, CO of CukJrose. 

PtctLT© LNPftof) Erik Kennety 


IN BRIEF 

CWREN Sue Cradock 
was awarded the Tait Tro¬ 
phy for achieving the high¬ 
est points (199 out of a 
possible 200) in the Wom¬ 
en’s Inter-Service Small 
Bore Rifle Shooting Cham¬ 
pionships at Tipner Ranges. 

The competition was won 
overall by the Army Women 
with 1,898 points. The RN(W) 
followed on 1,858 and the RAF 
Women were third on 1,857. 

Sue Cradock steps down this 
year as Secretary of the 
RN(W)RA. a post she has held 
for eight years. 

□ □ □ 

Portsmouth Command's 
Windsurfing Championships 
will take place at Browndown 
Camp. Gosport, on June 8. En¬ 
try is free and open to all RN, 
RM and QARNNS personnel 
serving in the Portsmouth area. 

In parallel with the individ¬ 
ual competition there will be an 
Inter-establishment contest, 
with the first three sailors from 
each being totted up on an ag¬ 
gregate points basis. Contact Lt 
Cdr C. F. Brooks (PNB 24728) 
or CPOWEA D. Strudwick 
(PNB 8871274) for details. 

The following month (July 2- 
3) the Royal Navy Windsurfing 
Championships will be hosted 
by the Portland Branch of the 
Royal Naval Sailing Associa¬ 
tion at Boscowcn Sailing 
Centre, Portland. 

Further details from Lt Cdr 
Brooks and CPO Strudwick (as 
above) or from Lt Cdr I. Plant 
(Prospect House 53822). 


Sweet success 

in old Seville 



A group of runners from HMS Rooke took part in the tenth City of 
Seville Marathon, which covered 42 kilometres and attracted 2,500 
athletes in all. 

All members of the Rooke contingent completed the race and 
.they are pictured above (from left to right): LCK Steve Ackerlay, 
LSA Charlie Ellis, Maria Ellis, LWTR Mark Evans, MA(Q) Natasha 
Burton, PO Rory Underwood and AB(D) Taff Rees. 
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Unseen but 
not forgotten 

First of the RN’s Upholder class submarines to be decommissioned is HMS 
Unseen, pictured below flying her paying off pennant as she sails into Devonport 
naval base. 


The newly-built submarine, 
which has only been in service 
for a few months, will be 
“mothballed" as part of recent 
defence cuts. 

Along with her sister ships 
HMS Ursula, Unicom and Up¬ 
holder. due to pay ofT over the 
coming months, she will be 
stored in Devonport in a high 
state of preparedness in tnc 
hope that a buyer will be found. 

Discussions have already 
taken place with the Canadian 
government while interest has 
also been shown by India. Paki¬ 
stan and Malaysia. 

Meanwhile, resolute to the 
end, was the oldest of Britain's 
polaris submarines. HMS Reso¬ 
lution. as she relumed to Clyde 
submarine base after her final 
deterrent patrol. 

HMS Resolution, sponsored 
by HM Queen Elizabeth. The 
Queen Mother, was launched 
in September 1966 and com¬ 
missioned in October 1967. 
The lead ship of a class of four 
submarines, she carried out her 


first patrol in 1968 and now 
has a total of 60 patrols to her 
credit. 

The boat also holds two com¬ 
mendations from CINCFLEET 
for the longest deterrent patrols 
ever carried out by British Po¬ 
laris submarines, both of which 
saw her at sea for over 100 days 
continuously. 

For one man on board her 
arrival in Faslane brought back 
poignant memories. Capt Mike 
Henry was HMS Resolution's 
first CO and, having seen her 
safely alongside Faslane for the 
first time, over a quarter of a 
century ago. he was on hand to 
witness tnc end of her long 
career. 

For Cdr Jonty Powis, Resolu¬ 
tion's current CO. the end of 
this particular era heralds the 
dawn of another as he leaves to 
take command of HMS Victor¬ 
ious. soon to arrive at Clyde 
Submarine Base to take Resolu¬ 
tion's place in the forefront of 
the UK's defence. 


HMS Trenchant em¬ 
barks the first Spearfish 
warshot weapons at 
Coulport, the Subma¬ 
rine Flotilla's new 
heavyweight torpedo 
which will replace the 
ageing Tigerfish weap¬ 
on. HMS Vanguard has 
also now embarked 
Spearfish. 


m:\SF \U.OW 28 l>\\S FOR DU IYERN 


• From page one 

Malcolm Rifkind, later said 
that "to sec at first hand the 
achievements of the British 
commanders and of the British 
units helping the UN in Bosnia 
— an operation requiring the 
highest professionalism and 
courage from members of all 
three Services — was a source 
of immense pride. 


“The British Forces in Bos¬ 
nia have endured great danger 
and extremely difficult condi¬ 
tions. Their performance has 
rightly won universal praise. 

“Their morale is exceptional. 
No-one should under-estimate 
the difficulties which lie ahead 
— but I have no doubt that our 
Forces will be equal to the task 
facing them and I cannot speak 
too highly of what they nave 
done so far." 

While HMS Ark Royal was 
alongside for maintenance at 
the Greek port of Piraeus last 
month a Greek terrorist organi¬ 
sation admitted having tried to 
fire two anti-tank rockets at the 
ship. 

“Their capability to aim 
these weapons and the capacity 
of such rockets to damage a 
ship the size of the Ark have 
been greatly exaggerated," Cdr 
Jacob commented. 

"But in any event the attack 
was foiled due to damp from 
recent wet weather affecting the 
ignition devices." 

The ship was then asked to 
be back on station in the Adri¬ 
atic 24 hours ahead of sched¬ 
ule, following the Bosnian 
Serbs* offensive on Gorazdc. 

The break at Piraeus had 
nevertheless provided an 
opportunity for families to fly 
out and join their loved ones 
for a few days over Easter. 

# Mne Timothy Coates (28) of 
42 Cdo became the fourth Bri¬ 
tish serviceman to be killed in 
the war in Bosnia when he ms 
shot at a military checkpoint in 
Sarajevo. He was ofT-duty at 
the time and the circumstances 
of his death arc under investi¬ 
gation. 


• Above left: Chief Aircrewman Marty Dodds (top) and 
Csgt George Mathieson RM (left) unload a young casu¬ 
alty from Mostar — one of 96 removed from the hostil¬ 
ities during a medical evacuation by Sea King helicop¬ 
ters of 845 Naval Air Squadron at Split. 

• Above: Lt Cdr John Snowball, 2IC of 845 Naval Air 
Squadron, with Prime Minister John Major and Defence 
Secretary Malcolm Rifkind at the squadron hangar at 
Split. 


NOSTALGIC POSTERS 

TO COMMEMORATE THE 
50th ANNIVERSARY OF D-DAY 


Exclusive Navy News Reader Offer. 

Printed in full colour on fine grade paper, these collector's items are available 
individually at only £3.45 each, or as a set of four at £11.25 both prices 
including UK postage and packing. For overseas delivery by Surface Mai) 
please add an extra £0.40. Just complete the order form below and return to the 
Business Manager. Navy News. 

I IMS Nelson. Portsmouth, POI 3IIH. enclosing your remittance 
Please tick appropriate box (All posters we 42 x 59 cm) 

Full Ahead Production. O Boston Rubber Shoe Co. O 

The Young Salt. □ The Navy Thanks You. □ 

Name _ Address _ 

1 enclose my remittance of £ : ________________ 

r l i f — pfi l h tm Hmry Nm. 9mr fmymmwt by craSS nrt ptrmm «■* lb* fi f u m pmg* 21 


Ships line up 
for Navy Days 

See the ships and meet the sailors at one of the traditional 
British Bank Holiday excursions, Portsmouth Navy Days, held on 
May 28-30. 

This year the event is being held over Whitsun to coincide with 
the 50th anniversary D-Day commemorations taking place in 
Portsmouth at the same time. 

Traditionally it is the ships themselves that are the main attrac¬ 
tions and although details have not yet been confirmed, the 
organisers are expecting two Type 21s, a Type 42, an aircraft 
carrier and several minesweepers. It is hoped that a cross-sec¬ 
tion of warships from Nato navies will also be in attendance. 

A Second World War Liberty Ship, the SS Jeremiah O'Brien, in 
Portsmouth for the D-Day commemorations, will be open to the 
public over Navy Days and is expected to be a major attraction. 

An arena programme runs all afternoon with military band dis¬ 
plays, the Radio 2 Roadshow and a spectacular dragon boat 
racing regatta held in one of the basins. The Herb Miller Orches¬ 
tra, enhancing the flavour of the D-Day anniversary, will be per¬ 
forming an open air style concert on the 28th and 30th and 
aircraft from the Fleet Air Arm and the RAF will be demonstrating 
their flying skills in a daring, low level display over the harbour. 


Ark Harrier 
shot down 


Published by Navy News. HMS Nelson. Portsmouth, and printed by Portsmouth Publishing and Printing Ltd.. The News Centre. Hrtsea. Portsmouth PQ2 9SX 
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ihc Allied beachheads supplied 
and reinforced faster than the 
enemy could build up his 
strength to oppose the 
invasion. 

It was his task to ensure the 
establishment of the prefabri¬ 
cated harbours — the Mulber¬ 
ries — which would provide vi¬ 
tal port facilities in the assault 
areas until the Allies could 
cventuall)' capture and open a 
major French port. 

Casualties 

Ramsay did not under-esti¬ 
mate the problems his forces 
would encounter. As the man 
who organised the evacuation 
from Dunkirk almost exactly 
four years before, he had first¬ 
hand experience of the conse¬ 
quences of failure by an expedi¬ 
tionary force in Europe. 

Planning for the worst and 
hoping for the best, he prepared 
himself and his forces for heavy 
casualties among those vessels 
and men earmarked for the ini¬ 
tial assault. Many of the land¬ 
ing craft officers were told to 
expect up to 50 per cent casual¬ 
ties. Many of the minesweepers 
— small vessels that of necessi¬ 
ty would form the vanguard — 
were not expected to return. 

Bui the risks were carefully 
calculated in his meticulous 
plan which ran to IJGG pages. 
Each commanding officer of 
each vessel from battleship to 
motor launch knew exactly 
what he had to do and when. 

Detailed instructions were 
essential if the extremely com¬ 
plex timetable was not to fall 
apart. Not only had Ramsay to 
assemble and move thousands 
of vessels across the Channel, 
but regardless of any spoiling 
attack by the enemy they had to 
be in position dead on time so 
that the assault was properly 
co-ordinated and took maxi¬ 
mum advantage of tide levels 
and covering darkness just be¬ 
fore dawn. 


No ship was to slop in the 
narrow, swept channels for any 
reason — not even to pick up 
the survivors of other ship« 
which may have been sunk. In 
the darkness, that could cause a 
pile-up which would prove dis¬ 
astrous to the whole invasion. 
Any men in the water would 
have to take their chances and 
be picked up later. 

For the assault Ramsay di¬ 
vided his command into two 
Task Force Areas — Eastern 
and Western, The Western 
Task Force Area was under the 
command of Rear Admiral 
Philip Vian flying his flag in the 
cruiser JIMS ScyJIa. and cover¬ 
ed Sword, Juno and Gold 
Beaches. 

The Eastern Area, which 
took in the American beaches 
of Omaha and Utah, was under 
the command of Admiral Alan 
Kirk in the cruiser HMS 
Augusta. 

Left flank 

H-Hour at Sword Beach on 
the Allies* left flank was 0725. 
Here the assault troops were 
the British 3rd Division and 
the 1st Special Service Brigade 
winch included 45 Commando 
Royal Marines. The bombard¬ 
ing force supporting them com¬ 
prised three battleships, five 
cruisers, 13 destroyers and 30 
close-support landing craft var¬ 
iously armed with rockets, flak 
and artillery. 

In command at Sword was 
Rear Admiral Arthur Talbot 
flying his flag in the convened 
passenger vessel HMS Largs 
His assault forces included four 
infantry' assault ships, 23 tank 
landing ships (LSTsk 103 tank 
landing craft (LCTs) and 54 
large landing craft for infantry 

Mine countermeasures ves¬ 
sels available to him included 
26 flcci minesweepers and 30 








0 YEARS ON 


JUNE 6, 1944, heads a 
number of lilies in 
history’s diary * . . ihc 
Normandy Landings, the 
Second Front, Operation 
Overlord — and, most 
commonly, D-Day. 

Prosaically, “D-Day" like 
H-Hour is the military^ al¬ 
literated term to denote Ihc 
timing of an attack. Over- 
lord, on the other hand, was 
not the codeword for the 
landings, but for the overall 
plan to liberate Western 
Europe. 

The least known label Tor the 
event, but the most accurate, is 
Operation Neptune. 

Neptune was the key word 
for the assault phase of what is 
now widely described as the 
largest amphibious invasion in 
history. As the name suggests it 
was mainly a naval undertak¬ 
ing. In command was a British 
admiral directly responsible lo 
the Allied supreme com¬ 
mander, General Dwight D, 
Eisenhower. 

For Neptune, Admiral Ber¬ 
tram Ramsay's forces were im¬ 
mense: L2I2 warships. 4.125 
landing craft and amphibious 
craft, 735 ancillary vessels and 
864 merchant ships. Over 
three-quarters of the entire ar¬ 
mada was British. 

El was Ramsay's task to ad¬ 
vise Eisenhower on the place 
and timing of the attack. It was 


his task to assemble the thou¬ 
sands of vessels from ports and 
harbours throughout Britain: 
and it was his task to provide a 
safe and preferably undetected 
passage through the Thanne! 
minefields lor the British, US 
and Canadian troops who 
would fight for a foothold on 
the shores of Hitler's "Fortress 
Europe". 

It was Ramsay's task to land 
them on the beaches and to 
provide the massive naval gun¬ 
fire support which was neces¬ 
sary if they were not to die 
there. 

It was his task also to keep 
the convoy routes from UK 
open against inevitable Ger¬ 
man naval attacks, and to keep 


ftclttfo* jrrpefwi War Museum 


ASSAULT FROM THE SEA - 
H.M.S. BELFAST OFF THE D-DAY BEACHES 


June 1044. An landing craft stream towards ilsc Normandy beachheads, 
H.M.S, BELFAST, of the British Eastern bombardment force, manoeuvres 
carefully amongst the feist of smaller vessels. An R,A,F. Typhoon, 
reluming from a raid into enemy territory, flics low over ihc cruiser; 
distant specks herald another formation of aircraft en route to the target 
The bombardment continues.,. 

Artist Trevor A Tremeihtek undertook meticulous research (including 
study of the BELFAST'S log tor the period, courtesy of the Public Record 
Office, Kcwf to make this limited edition prim a worthy tom me moral ion 
both of the D-Day anniversary and a well-loved ship. 

The artist w ill sign and number each prim lo a maximum of only 850 in 
this Limited Edition, Print si/e overall is 23" x 17", with an image si/e of 
approximately 2T x 14" Just £21.95 UK/BFPO(£2,3.95 abroad) including 
post tic packing. Please make ehequevPfH payable lo Nevada Fine Arts. 
PDs In be crossed "A/C payee only" please 

As always, we promise lo refund your money if you are nnl delighted (but 
we believe you will be), providing (he pnnt is returned undamaged within 
21 days. 11 ease allow 28 days for delivery'. 

Nevada Fine Arts (Dept NN), 

511 Ladds Way, Swankv, Kent BRK KIIW 

(Tel: 1322613613) 


Create your own personal tribute to the allied 
forces who took part in the D-day landings or in 
the Baft/e of the Atlantic/ 


These beautiful cross stitch sampler kits commemorate two 
vital events in World War n. Why not make your own 
personal memento of a loved one which will become a 
heirloom, or a lasting tribute to a ship, a squadron, 
a regiment or a unit, for its role in these operations? 


Only £39.50 each post free ILK., 
or both for £70-00 


This represents a very special offer. Design ske approx. 25.5cm 
37cm (1CT x The kits include 14 count Aida, DMC stranded 
cotton, needle, chart with full instructions and historical background 
details. (Frame not included). 


Exclusive Design 

Created exclusively for Voinrey Embroidery, these unique kits can be 
mailed world-wide, (post extra outside the U.K.). 
Access/Mastercard, Visa and American Express accepted. 
From the Voirrey Embroidery Centre or authorised outlets. 


THE SYMBOL OF QUALITY 


Ik 

m*. j -fftiiiralJM-Bf pi uti a 

voirrey fcmoroivery venire 

Brim stage Hall, Wirral L63 6JA 

Tel: 051-342 3514 

Far 051-342 5161 


• Our front-page picture in this supplement was 
taken by CPOfFHOT) Tel Harding. The items were 
provided by the Royal Naval Museum, the Royal Mar¬ 
ines Museum and Portsmouth City Council, The en¬ 
sign* from the collection of the RN Museum, was the 
first White Ensign to be raised in Normandy on D-Day, 
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HIE SWEEPERS 


Ken Snowden *«« his ship 
was not expected to return. 

them they would not alter 
course "regardless of enemy 
flares, U-boats* (-1*boats or 
shore batteries" 

He added omninously: 
"When wc have finished our 
sweep we shall be in sight of the 
enemy. I want every man to do 
his duty and be prepared for 
anything.'" 

‘Drive on’ 

A seriousness suddenly dc- 
seended upon the messdecks — 
until some of Dallas's ship- 
males began 10 crack a few wry 
jokes to relieve the tension. 

As the first sweepers left a 
crowded Portsmouth Harbour 
shortly before noon on June 5. 
a flag hoist from the signal tow¬ 
er spelled out Ramsay's parting 
words to them: “Good luck. 
Drive on," 

Leader of Pickle's Hot ilia — 
the 7th — was Cdr George Nel¬ 
son in HMS Pelorus. From him 
came the cheekily appropriate 
reply: "Aye, aye, sir — with 
Nelson in the van." 

In the very wake of the 
sweepers came the "danlayers'** 
most of them converted trawl¬ 
ers tasked with dropping a 
senes of dan buoys to mark the 
boundaries of the swept 
channels. 

This "lamplighter flotilla" 
would drop their buoys and 
sinkers at regular intervals, 
each dan buoy showing a flag 
by day. a light by night, so illu¬ 
minating the safe highways 
along which the huge armada 
would follow to France. 

Among the danlayers astem 
of Pickle and 7 MSF was the St 
Barbe. Her commanding offi¬ 
cer* Li "Tommy" Thomas* 
knew his crew' were well re¬ 
hearsed in their task* but the 
weather worried him. 

Threat 

He knew that prowling E- 
boats would, given half a 
chance, snap up nis squat little 
vessel as a pike would an ugly 
duckling But it was the deep 
swell of the Channel lhat posed 
a more immediate threat. 

The dan buoys and sinkers 
weighed 5cwt and his men had 
to heave them over the side 
with the St Barbe rolling as 
much as 33 degrees. In that 
dark* choppy sea. if a man went 
overboard . . . 

It seemed to Thomas then 
that lamplighting was not as 
easy as it sounded — and a far 
erv from his peacetime job as a 
schoolmaster. 

It was shortly after dark that 
Orestes encountered and des¬ 
patched her first mine* There 
were plenty more where that 
came from* and Date Dallas 
noticed that sonic of the uncx- 
plodcd variety passed uncom¬ 
fortably close to the ship. 


Dave Dallas told to be 
prepared for anything* 

Immediately ahead, the flo¬ 
tilla's lead ship HMS Reach 
had her sweeping gear blown 
away — so now it was Orestes' 
turn to lead. Barely half an 
hour was lo pass before Orestes 
herself had her sweeps de¬ 
stroyed. and it was her turn to 
drop back for repairs in the 
hazardous game of leapfrog the 
sweepers were now forced to 
play. 

At last, at 0230 on June 6, 
many of the sweepers had 
achieved their primary task. 
The way was open. 

As Pickle lay a couple of 
miles off Juno Beach. Snow don 
thought: so far* so good. But he 
could clearly see Normandy 
and was not happy to hear ihe 
commanding officer tell the 
ship’s company that they were 
to anchor there for a few hours 
until the invasion fleet arrived. 

After all* reasoned Snowdon, 
if Pickle could see the enemy, 
the enemy must be able to see 
her* He remembered he 
couldn't swim and gave his life- 
jacket a few more comforting 
puffs. 

• Turn to next page 
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German radar eye view of the Allied invasion. This picture shows the screen of a FuMO 21 warning 
tube at Cap de la ftuyez on the Bay of the Seine during the morning of June 6, 1944. To the left are 
the radar images of the approaching ships and balloons, while to the right can be seen the effect of 
jamming by Allied mrnsweepers. The cfoud-Jike area it the dying effect of airdropped jamming 
material The picture was provided by Mr Percy Cullum, a rating on board the minesweeper HMS 
Apollo during Operation Neptune, 


inshore sweepers* 

Immediately to the right of 
Sword* Juno Beach was chosen 
for the landing of the C anadian 
3rd Division and 4ft Cdo RM, 
the first elements of which — 
delayed by tides — reached 
shore at 0/45. 

There operations were direct¬ 
ed by Commodore Geoffrey 
Oliver from his HQ ship HM§ 
Hilary. Sixteen Hoot mine¬ 
sweepers opened the way across 
the Channel and his bombard¬ 
ing force included two cruisers* 
11 destroyers and 27 close-sup- 
port craft. 

The landings were under¬ 
taken by 23 LSTs* 132 LCTs, 
32 LCTs, and 21 assault ships 
— each with a typical comple¬ 
ment of six assault landing craft 
(LCAsk 

Costly 

On Gold Beach immediately 
to the cast, landings began at 
0730* the British 50lh Division 
and 47 Cdo RM being put 
ashore bv eight assault ships. 29 
LSTs. !i9 LCTs. 15 US Na*> 
LCKLJi and six C anadian 
LCI(L>s. 

The bombarding force in¬ 
cluded five cruisers* 15 des¬ 
troyers and 45 close-support 
craft. Minesweeping support 
was provided by 16 fleet sweep¬ 
ers, The force was under the 
command of Commodore Cyril 
Pouglas-Pcnnant in the HQ 
ship HMS Bulolo. 

At Omaha* to the right of 
Gold. Rear Admiral John L* 
Hall U$N was in command of 
what would prove to be the 
most costly assault area in 
terms of Allied lives. There the 
troops of the US 1st and 29|h 
Divisions were eventual 1 > suc¬ 
cessful but in the process suf¬ 
fered over 4*000 casualties, 
more than half of which came 
on D-Day and most of those in 
the two hours following the 
first landings at 0630, 

For the attack on Omaha, 
Hall's force included nine Bri¬ 
tish assault ships, nine Royal 
Navy fleet minesweepers, 20 of 
the ftN's smaller sweepers and 
eighl Canadian fleet sweepers. 

Losses 

His bombarding force com¬ 
prised two US battleships, the 
cruiser HMS Glasgow* two 
French cruisers and three Bri¬ 
tish destroyers. 

Widely separated from Oma¬ 
ha, Utah Beach was on the Al¬ 
lies’ extreme right and was the 
landing area for the American 
4th Division. In command was 
Rear Admiral Don P. Moon in 
USS Bayfield, His force includ¬ 
ed a British assault ship and 19 
Royal Navy fleet sweepers. 

Bombardment by a US batt¬ 
leship and two US cruisers was 
supplemented by a British 
monitor, three RN cruisers and 
a Dutch gunboat 

Generally, the Neptune plan 
worked well and losses in most 
cases were not as heavy as had 
been expected. By the end of 13- 


Day more than 130,000 troops 
had been landed on the shore of 
France and the lodgement areas 
extended up to many miles 
inland. 

Casualties suffered by the ar¬ 
mada that first day were sur¬ 
prisingly light: one British* one 
US and one Norwegian de¬ 
stroyer* a US minesweeper* a 
British motor torpedo boat and 
a US patrol craft — all either 
sunk or damaged beyond re¬ 
pair* One British merchant ship 
was lost* 

June 6 did not mark the end 
of Operation Neptune but its 
beginning. The task remained 
of bolstering the beachheads 
with fresh troops, equipment 
and supplies, of protecting the 
cross-C hannel lifeline and con¬ 
tinuing naval gunfire support 
against centres of enemy resis¬ 
tance and against counter¬ 
attacks. 

By the time Operation Nep¬ 
tune was wound tip in early 
Julv* more than 3.000 vessels 
had run a shuttle service lo 
Normandy* landing 861*838 
men* l$7,633 sehieles and 
501.834 tons of stores. 

RN Commandos 

Naval support for Overlord 
continued up to and beyond 
September 12 when Ihe fall of 
Lc Havre marked the official 
end of the Normandy cam¬ 
paign* Bv then naval losses 
associated with the invasion 
had amounted to 50 major and 
ten minor war vessels sunk or 
damaged beyond repair, and 26 
merchant ships lost outright. 

Naval personnel look part in 
every aspect of the invasion — 
on land, at sea and in the air. 

They of course manned the 
bombarding and escorting 
ships, and those that swept the 
Channel for the assault forces. 
And they manned the landing 


craft that delivered the troopy 

Wearing khaki, RN Beach 
C ommandos were put ashore at 
great personal risk ahead of the 
main forces to clear mines and 
obstacles laid by the enemy. 

As artillery spotters for the 
battleships and cruisers* sailors 
forged inland with the Army* 
directing gunfire over crackling 
radios while often pinned dow n 
by snipers or attacked by Ger¬ 
man tanks. In some eases they 
were dropped far inland with 
paratroops to help in the sei¬ 
zure of strategic objectives 
ahead of the troops advancing 
from the beachheads. 

Pilots 

Royal Navy beach masters 
with naval assistants and si a ft 
spent weeks on the exposed 
beaches directing the disembar¬ 
kation of troops and equip¬ 
ment, while further inland na¬ 
val personnel set up 
communications links for new- 
ly-csiablishcd headquarters. 

Royal Marines saw some of 
the toughest fighting in the 
fields and villages of Norman¬ 
dy* while above them Fleet Air 
Arm lighter pilots spotted tar¬ 
gets for the bombarding ships. 

In the narrative that follows 
Navy News has attempted to 
reflect all the Navy's roles in 
Operation Neptune, whether 
common or unusual. 

We have avoided reciting in 
detail every; significant, well 
charted incident. Instead wc 
trace events through the eyes 
and memories of mostly ordi¬ 
nary naval personnel who were 
m the from line of what Ad¬ 
miral Ramsay described as 
"this great enterprise". 

These ven personal views of 
Operation Neptune are also in¬ 
tended as a small tribute to 
those who could not return to 
tell their stones. 


Thou Mods of ship* and land¬ 
ing craft paaaad in lina 
through channels swept clear 
of mlnoa on the night before 
D-Oay* 


BY MIDDAY on June 5* 
1944, while most of ihe 
Allied armada still lay in 
port or at anchor* fewer 
than 200 small vessels 
were embarking on a 
hazardous passage that 
would end under the ene¬ 
my’s guns hours ahead of 
the invasion fleet* 

The risks they were run¬ 
ning were high but vital to 
the success of Operation 
Neptune and therefore to 
Overlord as a whole* Their 
orders were dear and un¬ 
compromising: regardless of 
enemy attack, they were to 
sweep and light channels 
through the vast British and 
German minefields right up 
to the Normandy shore. 

Admiral Ramsay knew belter 
than most how vulnerable 
would be the lightly armed 
minsweepers in the face of ef¬ 
fective enemy fire. He believed 
that out of grim necessity he 
was probably sending a high 
proportion of the crews to their 
deaths* 

On hoard the fleet sweeper 
HMS Pickle in Portsmouth. 
Leading Coder Kenneth Snow¬ 
don had the dubious privilege 
of sharing that knowledge. His 
job gave him access to top- 
secret plans which had listed 
Pickle as '"unlikely to survive 
Ihe initial assault". 

E-boats 

Throughout June 5-6 those 
words flashed through his mind 
many limes. It seemed to him 
like a sentence of death, and for 
once he stopped worrying 
about the alertness of the 
lookouts or of the crews man¬ 
ning the ship's sole 4-m gun 
and anti-aircraft weapons. 

Nearby in HMS Orestes. 
RPO Dave Dallas and his ship¬ 
mates were also concerned 
about survival as well as suc¬ 
cess. They were issued with 
enough Horlicks tablets lo 
nourish them for 48 hours. 
With the pills came a field 
dressing for each man and a 
piece of rope to fasten around 
his waist to ease rescue from 
the sea — or recovery of his 
body. 

Before they and the rest of 
18th Min es wee pi ng Rot ilia te ft 
Portsmouth for Gold Beach, 
their commanding officer lold 


‘Unlikely to 
survive 
the assault’ 























Prayers-and a grass skirt 



The camera shudders as the cruiser HMS Mauritius bombards 
enemy positions in the Sword landing area. As well as being 
flagship of the bombardment force she was host to a Soviet 
admiral. picture imperial War Museum 


HMS SCOURGE was a 
happy ship. Her com¬ 
manding officer, Lt Cdr 
Ian Balfour, was well re¬ 
spected by the 180 - 
strong ship's company — 
teenagers in the main 
whose average age was 
19. 

At 21, ‘Digger* Hinton, 
an electrical artificer, was 
the youngest petty officer 
on board the S-class de¬ 
stroyer. Like many of his 
shipmates he was ahead) a 
veteran of the Russian con¬ 
voys. Now he was told his 
ship would be one of the 
first to arrive off Nor¬ 
mandy; she would be 
among the escort vessels for 
the minesweeping flotillas 
and would then guide in the 
big-gun ships to pound ihe 
German strongpoints. 

The thoughts of everyone 
drifted between home aad the 
uncenainties ahead as Scourge 
and the rest of the 23rd 
Destrover Flotilla weighed an¬ 
chor in the Solent on the after¬ 
noon of June 5. 

Hinton dwelt on a letter from 
his wife. Mary, a member of 
the ATS. In it she had broken 
the news that they were expect¬ 
ing their first b.ih\ . . . 

Up on the midships Bofors 
gun. Petty Officer Douglas Sea¬ 
man mused on the instructions 
given to the ship's compans 
should the ship be sunk cn 
route: Swim into the minefield: 
the swept channel must be left 
empty. 

Tension on that quiet night 
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■ Sword Beach extended six miles east from Au- 
bin-sur-Mer to the estuary of the Orne River. Task 
Force S, under the command of Rear Admiral Arthur 
Talbot, had been created for the landing there. On 
the left flank of the Allied invasion, Talbot’s force 
had been provided with some of the heaviest gunfire 
support, including the battleships HMS Warspite 
and Ramillies, the 1 Sin.-gunned monitor HMS Ro¬ 
berts, the 7.5in. cruiser HMS Frobisher, and four 6in. 
cruisers. In addition the battleships HMS Rodney 
and HMS Nelson were available in reserve. 


rose as Scourge crossed lo 
France. Balfour ordered men 
who did not have tasks below 
to go to the upper deck for 
added safety. Hinton took his 

lace on tbC quarterdeck. 

nowing that if the ship made 
contact with the deadly horns 
of just one of the mines he had 
seen floating past. Scourge 
could be no more 

He and his shipmates held 
their breath as two 0| three 
times mines scraped against the 
side — on one occasion he no¬ 
ticed a man near him. fingers m 
cars. 

Proving to be a lucky, as well 
as a happy ship. Scourge 
arrived undamaged off Sword 
Beach, stopping about 4.000 
yds oil with stern lights shining 
seaward as a guide to the main 
bombarding force. Doug Sen- 
man thought it was rather like 
being a traffic signal on a dan¬ 
gerous road. 

When dawn broke Hinton 
could see that the sea was full 
of ships. There were so many 
that they seemed to him like 
stepping stones upon which he 
could walk back to England, 
back to Mary . 

Maori chief 

At first light. Scourge's flotil- 
la-matc HMS Swift was also at 
her bombardment position 
dose inshore off Ouistreham. 
with Le Havre in sight to the 
east. From her bridge her com¬ 
manding officer. Lt Cdr John 
Gower, watched as the battle¬ 
ships Warspite and Ramillies 
commenced firing. 

Under the thunder of the 
guns in Ramillies. Boy Seaman 
Alfred Booker was reassured to 
hear that his captain was wear¬ 
ing a grass skirt ... 

Earlier, as the battleship had 
headed to Normandy, the 
ship's chaplain held a special 
service — and was surprised to 
find it so well attended that he 
could not cram everyone into 
the chapel. 

As well as the prayers, the 
wearing of the grass skirt was a 
comfort to Booker and his ship¬ 
mates. It had been presented to 
the ship by a Maori chief when 
Ramillies visited New Zealand 
before the war. With the skirt 
came the advice that if the cap- 


lain wore it at times of extreme 
danger, he and his ship would 
be protected . . . 

In the cruiser HMS Mauri¬ 
tius. the sight and sound of 
battleship shells being fired 
over his head fascinated CPO 
Cook George Risby. The I >in 
ordnance seemed to him to 
lumber through the air quite 
slowly, as if the shells had all 
the time in the world to reach 
their destination. 

Adding to Risb>\ tense of 
the bizarre was the fact that in 
the midst of the cacophony of 
Mauritius's own firing, an offi¬ 
cer was playing bagpipes on the 
4in gundeck. 

The cruiser, which claimed 
the distinction of having the 
most cats of any ship in the 



“Digger” Hinton, youngest 
petty officer in HMS 
Scourge. 


Fleet — a colony of 34. also 
had the honour that day of 
hosting a Soviet admiral as an 
observer. 

Mauritius was chosen as his 
vantage point as she was flag¬ 
ship of Rear Admiral Wilfrid 
Patterson, commander of the 
bombarding force for Sword 
Beach. As well as carrying out 
his duties as officer of the 
watch that day. 20-year-old Lt 
John Dymock-Maunscll was or¬ 
dered to keep the Russian 
briefed. 

Patiently working through an 
interpreter, the young lieuten¬ 
ant pointed out each type of 
vessel and its purpose in open¬ 
ing the long awaited Second 
Front. After this the dour Rus¬ 
sian's only reply was a curt 
“Much too slow!*’ 

Dymock-Maunscll's first re- 


TI1K SWEEPERS 


From previous page 


An agony of hours passed for 
the exposed sweepers until the 
world was suddenly illuminat¬ 
ed by the flashes from hun¬ 
dreds of guns. It was not the 
enemy taking their expected 
toll of the small ships, but the 
invasion fleet opening up. 

The noise was ear-splitting as 
friendly shells screamed over 
Pickle. Snowdon and his ship¬ 
mates. while pray ing at first for 
the fleet's arrival, now prayed 
that none of the shells would 
fall short. 

It was time for the sweepers 
to weigh anchor and set to work 
again to provide as much sup¬ 
port as possible to the rest of 
the fleet. This included pluck¬ 
ing soldiers out of the sea after 
their landing craft had collided 
with a larger ship. Then they 
offered assistance to a destroy¬ 
er down by the bows after being 
mined . . . 

She was HMS Wrestler. Her 
commanding officer. Lt Cdr R. 
W. B. Lacon. had been round¬ 
ing up stragglers from a group 
of assault craft and marshalling 


others to reduce delays in the 
narrow, swept channel. 

To perform this task Wres¬ 
tler had at times to leave the 
comparative safety of the swept 
channel to allow the free pas¬ 
sage of landing ships. 

At 0637 her luck ran out and 
she struck a mine which imme¬ 
diately started a fire in a galley 
flat dangerously near the for¬ 
ward magazine. 

Inferno 

Lacon went below to see for 
himself. Flames and smoke 
were belching from the galley 
flat and rising through the 
fc'sle locker hatch. A fire party 
wearing smoke helmets were 
working in the inferno, rescu¬ 
ing the injured and rigging 
hoses. 

Ordering water to be pumped 
down through the locker hatch. 
Lacon returned to the bridge to 
manoeuvre the ship stern into 
the wind, hoping that smoke, 
water and steam would extin¬ 
guish the blaze. 


action was to hit the tactless 
guest. It was the only occasion 
on which he had to restrain 
himself from striking a (lag 
officer 

Suddenly, from the direction 
of Lc Havre, the Germans 
launched a counter-attack using 
the torpedo boats Jaguar. 
Mowc and T28. loosing off at 
least four torpedoes towards 
the battleships. 

From Ramillies visibility was 
poor and at first Booker did not 
realise that the fast-approach- 
ing vessels were the enemy. The 
battleship broke off the bom¬ 
bardment to engage the boats 
— but not before their attack 
was underway. 

Booker watched as the torpe¬ 
does headed for his ship — she 
turned into them and they 
passed harmlessly down each 
side. Hurray for the grass skirt! 

Broken back 

Ncarbs. on board the moni¬ 
tor HMS Roberts. Ken Dillon- 
Boylan saw the torpedoes pass 
his vessel and force Admiral 
Talbot's headquarters ship 
HMS Largs to lake evasive 
action. They missed the capital 
ships, but astern of Roberts a 
stationary destroyer was not so 
luck) 

HM Norwegian ship Svcnncr 
of the 23rd Flotilla was hit 
amidships. Her back broken, 
she began to sink immediately. 
From the bridge of HMS Swift, 
Lt Cdr Gower had watched the 
aeries of Gut-moving events, 
powerless to intervene. Now he 
sought permission from his flo¬ 
tilla commander in HMS Sau- 
marez to pick up survivors. 
The reply came back: Not 
approved. 

But he could not stand idlv 
by as good men fought for life 
in the water nearby On the 
edge of disobedience he made 
“judicious" use of his engines, 
and by turning them slowly he 
drifted down among the 
survivors. 

Tension 

He was able to pick up more 
than 100 of them without hav¬ 
ing to lowei a boat and thus 
overtly disobey h»s orders 
Eventually smaller craft arrived 
to continue the task legiti¬ 
mately. and Swift proceeded 
away from the scene ... 

In the cruiser HMS Frobi¬ 
sher. AB Harrs Atkinson was 
also learning that D-Day was 
not a one-sided affair A bat¬ 
tery of guns under a hill ac¬ 
counted for a small supply ship 
nearby Soon after, Mkinson 
heard that his ship had been 
ordered to proceed towards the 
batters to draw lire — if neces¬ 
sary running aground in the 
process. 

It sounded like suicide, and 
as the ship obesed her orders 
tension mounted on board. At- 


His strategy worked and by 
0700 the fire was out. But that 
still left Wrestler h oled be l ow 
the waterline and sinking — the 

w m Pickle found hear. 

Stoker Ron Wright's mess- 
deck was a shambles and under 
3ft of oil. Wright had lost two 
of his messmates killed. Twen¬ 
ty-one other sailors in Wrestler 
had been injured — three of 
them severely. 

The 70-ton pump was out of 
action and the flood had to be 
kept in check b> a human chain 
of buckets leading to the upper 
deck. All movables forward had 
been jettisoned to reduce 
weight. 

Lacon's desperate improvisa¬ 
tion WAS enough to allow 
Wrestler to make escorted pas¬ 
sage back to Portsmouth at a 
painfully slow six knots. 

It was her Iasi operational 
journey, she had steamed 
250.000 miles since 1939. des¬ 
troying two U-boats and down¬ 
ing three aircraft. But now she 
was so badly injured she would 
never put to sea again. 
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HMS Rodney’s 16-in guns take their toll and (riaht) during a lull in the bombardment, some of HMS 
Frobisher’s gunners gather round their petty officer. Pictures imperial wa# Museum 



kinson could sec the German 
battery's practice target ahead, 
and as Frobisher passed it she 
was peppered with shrapnel 
from enemy shell bursts. 

A sailor standing on the 
bridge near the commanding 
officer was seriously injured. 
Then the battleships opened up 
on the pinpointed target and 
Atkinson thanked God to sec 
the tormenting guns silenced. 

Not all the hazards were the 
direct result of enemy action. 
In Scourge, among Doug Sea¬ 
man's main concerns was that 
one of the many wing drop- 
tanks jettisoned by Allied fight¬ 
ers would hit the ship. 

And in the gunboat HMS 
Locust. Signalman “Tubby" 
Edwards saw death staring him 
in the face from a British Stir¬ 
ling bomber 

Edwards saw the aircraft re¬ 
turning from its mission well 
ablaze as a result of enemy AA 
fire. Rivetted to the spot, he 
watched the Stirling head 
straight towards him. As head¬ 
quarters ship of the 9th Infan¬ 
try Brigade Assault Group. Lo¬ 


cust was surrounded by many 
landing craft and motor 
launches. A four-engined 
bomber crashing into their 
midst would be devastating. 

Suddenly the stricken aircraft 
banked sharply to starboard, 
away from the vessels, and 
dived steeply into the sea. 
There were no survivors. 

In Locust all who had wit¬ 
nessed the incident were con¬ 
vinced that the pilot had delib¬ 
erately crashed his plane to 
avoid the group of ships. 

Bombs 

All day the Sword ships re¬ 
mained at action stations, com¬ 
ing under periodic attack in the 
afternoon from the aircraft that 
the Luftwaffe could scrape 
together. 

In HMS Swift some of 
Gower's men were wounded by 
enemy planes. During the ac¬ 
tion he found that the unin¬ 
jured Svcnncr survivors on 
board were eager to lend a hand 
despite their earlier ordeal. 
Those that were able helped in 


Swift throughout the day. car¬ 
rying ammunition and food lo 
the men at action stations, as 
well as tending the casualties. 

After dark Swift was released 
to return to Portsmouth to land 
the Svcnncr survivors and her 
own wounded. 

Meanwhile, in the dying light 
of double British summer time. 
Scourge was also attacked as 
she returned from patrolling 
the sea lanes. 

Two bombs from a Junkers 
88 just missed her stem, and 
shortly after, a stick of six more 
from another bomber straddled 
her amidships, drenching the 
open bridge. Hinton and Set 
man felt tnc ship shudder. But 


HMS Swift and (inset) her commanding officer John Gower after promotion to commander. Swift 
rescued more than 100 survivors of a Norwegian destroyer sunk on D-Day. Less than three weeks 
later she herself fell victim to an enemy mine. 


that was all. Her luck had held. 

Congestion in the narrow, 
swept channels was a maioi 
problem — especially for big 
ships in transit. For the battle¬ 
ship HMS Rodney, a later arri¬ 
val of Normandy, this led to a 
tragic episode. 

As she headed for Sword 
Beach. Lt Cdr Ian Hamilton on 
the bridge observed groups of 
landing craft continually cross¬ 
ing the battleship's bows caus¬ 
ing her to make violent course 
changes — alterations which 
themselves threatened to cause 
a collision. 

Her commanding officer 
weighed the risks, and Hamil¬ 
ton heard him say: “We'll keep 
to our course. They'll have to 
take their chance." 

On a subsequent sortie from 
Portsmouth at night. Rodney 
did in fact run over an unseen 
tank landing craft. Hamilton 
felt the ship give a small shud¬ 
der — and LCT 427 and her 
crew were gone for ever. 

Bodies 

Floating bodies provided a 
gruesome first sight of Nor¬ 
mandy for many sailors. 
Hamilton saw a signal boy hor¬ 
rified. yet fascinated, by man¬ 
gled corpses floating past Rod¬ 
ney — the boy then turning to 
be sick into a bucket. 

Leading Cook Fred Smith in 
the cruiser HMS Danae was 
shocked to sec an enemy shell 
hit a tank landing craft along¬ 
side. taking off the heads of 
many of those on the upper 
deck. 

Boats' crews from Danac also 
had the grim task of recovering 
bodies from the water. On one 
occasion Smith witnessed the 
ship's motorboat being hauled 
out of the water to have a pro¬ 
peller obstruction cleared. The 
obstruction turned out to be > 
body tangled amongst the 
blades, its only covering — one 
pathetic sock. 

By June 24 Scrouge was very 


Many miles to the west, on 
Omaha Beach in the American 
sector, the bloodiest events of 
D-Day were unfolding before 
the eyes of Leading Telegraphist 
Charles Home in Motor Mine¬ 
sweeper 291. 

MMS 291 and vessels like 
her her bore the affectionate 
nickname of Mickey Mouse. 
They drew only 8ft. thus giving 
them the unenviable advantage 
of being able to sweep closer in 
to the beaches. 

Tracers flew everywhere and 
the small craft was straddled by 
enemy shells as she emerged 
from the swept channel. Horne 
watched in horror from 291 % s 
small bridge wing as many of 
the landing craft carrying US 
assault troops seemed to ex¬ 
plode as they hit the beach — 
cither as a result of obstacles or 
the fire of the stubborn and ac¬ 
curate German guns on high 
ground overlooking the landing 
area. 

Very soon the beach was 
shrouded in smoke rent by the 
flashes of exploding shells. 


Dead GIs began floating past 
the sweeper, their bodies kept 
afloat by their lifejackets. 
Horne noticed that nobody 
seemed to be interested in re¬ 
covering them. There just 
wasn't time. 

There was no time for sleep, 
cither. Like so many others. 
Dave Dallas spent his second 
sleepless night, sent to action 
stations just as it was getting 
dark. The sky was lit up by flak. 
An aircraft swooped over the 
Orestes and crashed into the 
sea nearby. The air alert con¬ 
tinued all night. 

Harassed by E-boats at night 
and by air raids in daylight, the 
sweepers in all sectors con¬ 
tinued their work in the days 
after June 6 to widen the chan¬ 
nels and sweep for newly laid 
parachute mines. 

A week after D-Day. MMS 
291 suffered a defect in her 
acoustic equipment and she 
was relieved on her usual sta¬ 
tion by another Mickey — 
MMS 229. That day 229 was 
mined and sank. Horne noted 


that the date was June 13 and 
that 229 added up to 13 ... 

As long as a month aflcr D- 
Day. HMS Magic was one of 
those sweeping like a maritime 
ploughman back and forth 
between the Isle of Wight and 
Sword Beach. 

At night she and the rest of 
her flotilla would anchor in line 
astern near the bigger ships, on 
the alert for attack by minia¬ 
ture submarines which had 
started operating in that sector. 

Explosion 

On such a night, leading 
hand Tom Munday was asleep 
fully clothed in his hammock 
when a huge explosion rent the 
ship. The Magic immediately 
started to list. 

Munday jumped from his 
hammock and with the aid of a 
flashlight cleared the forward 
mess. On the upper deck he in¬ 
flated his lifejacket and slid 
down the ship's side. 

He was constantly ingesting 
oil from the sinking ship as he 
swam for his life towards an¬ 


other vessel of the flotilla. HMS 
Cato. But as he approached her 
she. too. exploded and caught 
fire. 

Eventually Munday was 
picked up by a motor launch 
which transferred him to a de¬ 
pot ship. There he was given 
dry clothes — but he had in¬ 
gested so much oil he could not 
cat the food offered. 

Transferred once again to a 
landing ship, he and his surviv¬ 
ing shipmates were returned to 
Southampton. 

When they set foot on the 
jetty, dockers mistook them for 
enemy prisoners of war — and 
stoned them. 

• During June, sweepers ac¬ 
counted for 550 mines in the 
British and Canadian sectors 
alone. On D-Day, out of the 
thousands of vessels which 
took part, only three des¬ 
troyers, one merchant ship 
and three smaller naval ships 
were sunk or damaged be¬ 
yond repair — most of them 
by mines. 


short of ammunition. HMS 
Swift had plenty so it was 
arranged that Swift would go 
alongside her flotilla-mate to 
transfer ordnance. 

Below decks in Swift. AB 
Gunner David Cottrell was 
dozing off, enjoying a rare ml 
and a cup of tea in his mess. 

Suddenly there was a huge 
explosion followed by several 
more. Swift had fallen victim to 
a parachute-dropped acoustic 
mine. 

Screams 

In his confined quarters Cot¬ 
trell felt the ship twist and turn 
until his mcssdcck was sloping 
crazily. Water was rushing in 
and sailors were almost fighting 
each other to escape through a 
hatch. 

As he climbed through he 
realised that most of his mess¬ 
mates would never make it — 
the water was pouring in too 
fast. He immediately remem¬ 
bered the tiny hatch to an ad¬ 
joining compartment and 
prayed that once inside he'd be 
able to open a second hatch to 
the upper deck. 

He was lucky. The hatches 
opened easily and he turned to 
call to the others. Finally on the 
upper deck, he saw that the 
ship had broken in half and 
that the funnel was disappear¬ 
ing below the waves. 

He released several Carlcy 
floats and jumped over the 
side, swimming for his life to 
reach one of them. As he 
turned back to see the Swift set¬ 
tling. he heard many of his 
shipmates screaming for help. 
But there was nothing more he 
could do. 


Seventeen of Swift’s crew 
died, but most weft saved and 
no other ship was damaged at 
the scene — even though 
Scourge picked up the echoes of 
three other mines nearby. 

Some weeks later, after 14 
days’ survivors leave. Lt Cdr 
Gower was warmed by a per¬ 
sonal letter of thanks from Rear 
Admiral Comclinsscn of the 
Royal Norwegian Navy. The 
loss of the Svcnncr with 32 
lives was. he wrote, a heavy 
blow. But “it was certainly a 
great relief when the news came 
in that the greater part of her 
officers and men were safe ..." 

He thanked Gower and his 
men on behalf of the Norwc- 

? ;ian Navy and the relatives and 
fiends of the men he had saved 
“under difficult and hazardous 
circumstances." 

Later. John Gower received 
the Distinguished Scr\ ice Cross 
for gallantry and was promoted 
commander. 

• Thanks largely to heavy na¬ 
val gunfire support off Sword 
Beach, by the afternoon of 
June 6 British troops were 
within two miles of Caen. On 
June 15 an oblique tribute to 
the effectiveness of the naval 
bombardment was made by 
Grand Admiral Doenitz’s liai¬ 
son officer at Hitler’s head¬ 
quarters. He telegraphed the 
Admiral, complaining that 
“our attacks make no ad¬ 
vance within the range of ene¬ 
my naval artillery ... The Fuh- 
rer sees the only possible 
relief for the land front in the 
elimination of the enemy na¬ 
val forces, primarily the 
battleships.’’ 
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SWORD REACH 


THROUGH 
SMOKE 
AHD FIRE 


AS COMMANDING offi¬ 
cer of a tank landing craft 
Lt Ken Jenkins was privy 
to the D-Day plans a few 
days earlier than most. 
Amid reams of charts and 
orders, the 72 COs of V 
Squadron, 19 LCT Flotilla 
received their final brief¬ 
ing for the Normandy 
landings. 

The briefer’s first sentence 
wished them good morning; 
his second imparted the in¬ 
tended date of the operation; 
his third told them to expect 
50 per cent casualties. 

With grave faces all the offi¬ 
cers turned to glance around at 
colleagues and friends, wonder¬ 
ing which of them were living out 
their last days. Jenkins felt more 
sorrow for the impending loss of 
comrades than fear for his own 
safety. Death and injury always 
happened to other people. 

‘Crazy Gang’ 

They were more likely to hap¬ 
pen to people like Marine Bob 
Hutchinson who was in receipt 
of a magnificent threepence a 
day danger money for what he 
was about to do. 

His flotilla of “secret wea¬ 
pons" comprised 12 assault land¬ 
ing craft (LC'As) nicknamed The 
C razy Gang by those of Hutchin¬ 
son's comrades who were aware 
of their existence. 

The secret equipment sounded 
more of a danger to the crews 
than the enemy. Each craft had a 
long fire hose, the nozzle of 
which had been blocked. The 
pipe was rolled and attached at 
one end to a rocket. Liquid ex¬ 
plosive was carried in a tank on 
the stern 

In the well of the craft were 
two dozen Spigot mortars 
mounted on launchers angled 
forward. Object of the lethal 



Alan Higgins . . . helped 
casualties in a landing craft. 


combination was to blast a path 
through mines and beach 
obstacles. 

The LC'As were towed over to 
the beaches and Hutchinson 
heard that some of the CflA 
which had broken loose in the 
darkness were scuttled as a dan¬ 
ger to the invasion fleet 

Those of The Crazy Gang who 
reached Normandy ploughed up 
to the beaches to set ofT their 
rockets which shot off landward, 
deploying the hose pipes behind 
them. 

The liquid explosive was then 
compressed into the pipes and 
190-sccond fuses set on the ends. 
The ends of the pipes were quick¬ 
ly thrown overboard and the 
LC'As retreated at full speed 
astern to await the outcome. 

After a satisfyingly big bang, 
the craft moved back into the 
beach to trigger their concrete- 
busting mortars in pairs. With 
that done Hutchinson felt that 
he'd really earned his extra three¬ 
pence that day — especially as 
the forward two mortars in his 
craft had only just cleared the top 
of the ramp 

Despite that and other, more 
conventional plans to dispose of 
mines and beach obstacles, many 
remained in place on Sword 
Beach and took a heavy toll of 
the landing craft. Casualties were 
high among the first troops 


ashore as deadly 88mm guns, 
which in their mobile form were 
difficult to counter, set up accu¬ 
rate fire from woods on the left 
flank of the landing area. 

The devastating effect of a 
shell exploding in a troop space 
was never to be forgotten by Alan 
Higgins, a boy telegraphist in the 
large infantry landing craft 
LCl(L) 111. 

A flotilla leader, the crowded 
craft emerged through a veil of 
shell and mortar splashes to 
beach and land her troops. 

Higgins saw that near them 
LCT 854 was heading in with its 
cargo of Bren Carriers ablaze and 
ammunition exploding. The air 
was alive with bullets and shrap¬ 
nel, nevertheless he spotted his 
shipmate Harry Gee — in an ex¬ 
posed position blazing away at 
the enemy with his 20mm Oerli- 
kon cannon. 

As the young telegraphist 
ducked back into the wireless 
office a shattenng blast shook the 
craft and there was an immedi¬ 
ate, suffocating smell of cordite. 

A shell had hit No. 3 troop 
space, still packed with men. It 
had exploded there, shrapnel cut¬ 
ting a swathe across the deck to 
exit on the starboard side. 

Through the voice pipe to the 
bridge Higgins heard the com¬ 
manding officer order him to 
clear the space. Obeying, he was 
greeted below with the harrowing 
sight of many dead and severely 
wounded soldiers. 

Legs shattered 

Those of the injured who were 
helpless were in danger of drown¬ 
ing in the bloody water that was 
slowly rising in the damaged 
craft. Approaching to help one 
soldier, Higgins saw that the 
man’s leg was hanging off below 
the knee. He remembered the 
ampoules of morphia he had 
been given and jabbed one of 
them into the soldier’s thigh. He 
did the same for another who 
was semi-conscious and whose 
legs also had been shattered. 

By now the landing craft had 
disembarked those ol her troops 
who were uninjured and was on 
her return passage. Other crew¬ 
men had arrived to help in the 
task of getting the dead and 
wounded to the upper deck. 

"Come on, mate," said Hig¬ 
gins to encourage one man who 
seemed in a complete daze. The 
soldier just stared at him silently. 
Higgins took a closer look and 
found the reason for the man’s 
lack of response — a small hole 
behind his right ear. 

Long sigh 

The casualties were being 
transferred to a destroyer whtefi 
had a medical officer on board. 
However, the landing craft had 
only one wire stretcher so that 
most of the wounded had to be 
carried up a ladder in pitching 
seas, one man supporting a 
casualty with hands under the 
arms, while another supported 
his legs. 

Higgins saw that the face of the 
soldier he was helping was a lead¬ 
en colour. As he reached the top 
of the ladder the man gave out a 
long sigh and died in nis arms. 

As he helped that day the 
young sailor struggled to find 
words to comfort tnc injured and 
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... did this 


A German shell... 


during the D-Day landings. They are grim “before" and 
“after" shots of LCT 854 whose story is told in these pages. 

On the left the craft heads in to smoke-shrouded Sword 
Beach where a burning vehicle can be seen to the right of 
the picture. 

The photograph was taken moments before a shell caused 
the devastation shown by the picture on the right. 


dying, but no matter how he 
tried, the right words seemed to 
elude him. 

Both dead and wounded were 
placed along a narrow passage all 
along the port side ol the ship, 
and LCI(L) 111 returned for re¬ 
pairs in Newhavcn. 

Death on the beach was also 
AB George Kirkby's first sight of 
Normandy. As cox’n of an LC'A, 
the spectacle of the bodies of 
Royal Navy Commandos and 
sappers sent ahead to clear mines 
and obstructions did nothing to 
bolster his confidence as he 
steered his craft landward. 

Vulnerable 

His had been one of the craft 
lowered from the converted 
cross-Channel passenger steamer 
Prinses Astrid. Now it seemed to 
him that his vessel was far too 
small and vulnerable. 

Kirkby felt the LCA lurch as 
its flat bottom hit the beach. He 
dropped the ramp and an Army 
lieutenant went ahead with a 
rope, one end of which was se¬ 
cured to the bows. 

Using the rope to help them 
keep their feet, the troops disem¬ 
barked. stumbling with hca\> Lit 
through the shallows. With that 
the beached craft came under fire 
from German artillery, machine- 
guns and small arms. 

From the LCA next to 
Kirkby’s there emerged a curious 
figure: a man riding ashore on a 
small, motorised scooter. He 
didn’t get far. Kirkby saw him 
fall, killed by bullets or shrapnel. 

When the last soldier had dis¬ 
embarked Kirkby wasted no time 


in moving stern-first off the 
beach. But there was something 
very wrong. The rope used by the 
soldiers had become entangled 
around a beach obstacle — com¬ 
plete with attached Teller mine. 

Quickly the craft's small crew 
cut the rope and turned the LC'A 
seaward. But they were too late. 
A shell from an"88" hit them be¬ 
low the waterline. The sea flood¬ 
ed in and soon Kirkby was steer- 



Bob Hutchinson . . . operated 
a "secret weapon". 


ingup to his waist in water. 

Rescued by another vessel of 
the flotilla he and his crew were 
taken back to Prinses Astrid 
where he witnessed a curious 
scene — sailors being lifted out 
of their craft on stretchers. 

They were not wounded but 
drunk. Each LCA was equipped 
with two bottles of rum to bolster 
the troops for the ordeal ahead. 
But in the choppy seas most of 
the soldiers had been too seasick 
to face alcohol — and the crew of 
some craft just could not bear U> 
see good rum go to waste. 


There were no qualms about 
high seas for Petty Officer Robin 
Fowler and the crew of LCI(L) 
387. They regarded I hcmiclvcs 
as hardened seafarers long before 
D-Day when, through the hostile 
Atlantic seas of the previous win¬ 
ter they had sailed the 153ft- 
long, flat-bottomed craft from 
Norfolk. Virginia, to Falmouth. 
The character-forming voyage 
had taken four weeks. 

Now as LCI(L) 387 headed for 
the beach the scene which greet¬ 
ed Fowler convinced him they 
were heading into chaos. He 
could feel and hear the craft hit¬ 
ting underwater obstacles, one of 
which punched a hole in the en¬ 
gine room, but her momentum 
carried her on to land her troops. 

That done she used her kedge 
anchor to haul herself off, but the 
engine room began to take in so 
much water that return to the 
beach was her only option. 

DD tanks 

Hitting yet more obstructions, 
her engine room took further 
damage before 387 beached 
again on an ebbing tide. 

Under the enemy guns, marine 
mechanic Fowler and his ship¬ 
mates were in for a long struggle 
to make emergency repairs in 
time for the next tide .. . 

Vital to the success of Over- 
lord was the early landing of 
tanks — many of them specially 
adapted: there were Sherman 
DD (Duplex Drive) tanks with 
watertight, collapsible screens to 
give them temporary buoyancy; 
tanks equipped with flails to deal 
with mines; “carpet-layers” 
which rolled out matting across 
the soft sand; flame-throwing 
tanks and tanks armed with Pe¬ 
tard mortars to pulverise con¬ 
crete strongpoints. 

All this armour had to be put 
ashore early, swiftly and effec¬ 
tively by the hundreds of tank 


landing craft (LCTs) and tank 
landing ships (LSTs) which had 
streamed through the swept 
channels overnight. 

Typically about 160ft long, the 
LCTs were commanded by ju¬ 
nior naval officers and each 
could accommodate about nine 
tanks or equivalent load. 

Wrecks 

Looking out from the open 
bridge in LCT 821. Signalman 
Eric Loscby saw what appeared 
to be a typical residential seaside 
area with a sandy shore sloping 
up to a prom and roadway at the 
top. There the association with 
normality ended, for this little re¬ 
sort was being tom to pieces by 
weapons of war. 

Closely grouped houses on the 
far side of the prom were burning 
fiercely or were already smoul¬ 
dering shells as a result of the 
Allied bombardment. The shore¬ 
line was obstructed with every¬ 
thing from stranded vehicles and 
tanks to wrecked landing craft 
and Cierman beach obxt.ulix 

As the craft’s ramp was 
lowered Loseby heard bullets 
buzz like bees past his head. 
Looking down he was puzzled by 
the plethora of tin and enamel 
mugs floating a few yards from 
the water's edge, but as the tide 
ebbed it uncovered the gruesome 
solution: the mugs were attached 
to the knapsacks of dead soldiers 
lying face-down in the water. 

It was not a place in which to 
tarry, but Loseby's hopes that 
they would be off the beach in 
record time were dashed when it 
was realised that 82l*s kedge an¬ 
chor cable had parted. They 
could make amends, but even so 
they would not now get off be¬ 
fore the next tide ... 

In LCT 854 Wireman Bill 
Joyce comforted himself with the 
knowledge that he’d put on a 
clean vest that day. His mother 


would be so ashamed if he was 
killed or injured in a dirty vest — 
and now as his craft came under 
fire he fell he’d done the right 
thing. 

As 854 went in he heard a ter¬ 
rific explosion and saw a huge 
fountain of water off the port 
bow near his winch-lowering sta¬ 
tion. Behind him ready to disem¬ 
bark were three Bren C arriers 
each loaded with mortar bombs. 
As the ramp was lowered they 
began to roll off — then one of 
them received a direct hit. 

The sound of mortar bombs 
exploding was deafening. The 
craft’s second in command was 
shouting an order at Joyce but 
the wireman was only aware of 
the officer's lips moving. 



Ron Carter . . . struggled to 
help save LCT 789. 


The Germans were firing more 
shells into the smoke, yet through 
it all 854 eventually managed to 
offload, lift her ramp and get off 
the beach. Dead and wounded 
Army personnel littered her 
deck. There were also two 
wounded crew members, and her 
cargo of battered humanity was 
soon to be increased by a party of 
Marines she found floundering in 
the water. 

Meanwhile, an infantry land¬ 
ing craft had come alongside and 
had started to play hoses on her 


fires ... 

In LCT 455. Jack Darby was 
keenly aware that he wax the 
craft’s only electrical rating, and 
as 455 ran in to the beach under 
cover of claw n s half light, what 
concerned him most was whether 
he possessed the necessary skill 
and courage. 

As the craft’s ramp door was 
dropped the DD tanks on board 
surged landward. Suddenly ene¬ 
my fire became intense. The too 
leading tanks “swimming” 
ashore were hit and keeled over 
in the water. Horrified. Darby 
saw the landing craft on 455’s 
starboard side virtually blow up. 
Astern a disabled craft was com¬ 
ing in sideways-on. 

Bedlam ensued. Troops were 
running ashore into a hail of 
small-arms fire and exploding 
shells. The ramp door jammed in 
the open position, making Darby 
and his shipmates even more vul¬ 
nerable to the accurate fire. 

Using her kedge anchor 455 
went full astern on emergency 
power, and Darby was relieved 
to see that the violent motion 
had freed the ramp which was 
now closing. 

Stuck 

Under the command of Ken 
Jenkins. LCT 7088 approached 
the cluttered beachhead with her 
load of eight Sherman tanks as 
well as three jeeps and a three- 
ton caravan. 

Amid vessels jockeying for 
position, and the many damaged 
landing craft. Jenkins finally 
found a gap and charged his craft 
into it. 

Down went the ramp and the 
all-important caravan was 
moved off first. But before it 
could clear the craft it stuck in 
the mud. defying all attempts to 
shift it. 

The Army officer in charge. Lt 
Bob Sewell, vowed that he'd put 
a tank through the caravan rather 
than delay his timetable. Luckily 
for the recipient of the bogged- 
down trailer, a recovery vehicle 
appeared and hauled it away be¬ 
fore Sewell could carry out his 
threat. 

Sniper fire 

In the meantime the tide had 
ebbed and 7088 was high and 
dry. Amid sporadic sniper fire, 
she had joined the craft waiting 
to get off on the next tide. 

Each side of Jenkins were two 
other vessels which had been im¬ 
mobilised by engine-room dam¬ 
age caused by beach obstacles. 
When a third LCT. also holed in 
the engine room, became 
beached and helpless across Jen¬ 
kins' stem, he was well and truly 
hemmed in 

The next tide would be no help 
to him now. He would not get off 
for days . . . 

Shells were exploding all 
around LCT 789 after her cox’n. 
Leading Seaman Ron Carter, 
charged the craft at full speed 
through mined beach obstacle. 
As she disembarked a flail tank. 


followed by Sherman battle tanks 
and Bren Carriers, she came un¬ 
der heavy fire. 

Carter ducked as a shell demo¬ 
lished the ramp's port winch 
house. As the last Bren C arrier 
drove over the ramp another 
shell burst in front of it. slewing 
it around and wedging it at right- 
angles across the entrance. 

Shrapnel 

One soldier had been killed, 
another badly wounded and 
members of 789's crew had re¬ 
ceived minor wounds from 
shrapnel. Carter reckoned it 
could have been far worse — and 
it probably would be if they 
couldn’t get off the beach. 

First task was to remove the 
damaged Bren Carrier, which 
they did after much pushing, 
shoving and levering. Then there 
was the ramp. The starboard 
winch alone was not powerful 
enough to lift the seven-ton door. 

Using their ingenuity. Carter 
and the crew reeved a spare cable 
through snatch blocks on the port 
side and attached it to the ramp. 
The other end they fixed to the 
anchor capstan and by turning 
that they were able to lift the 
ramp into a safe position. 

As they were heading back to 
the invasion fleet Carter estimat¬ 
ed that they had been on the 
beach for 55 minutes. He had 
counted every one of them. 

Ball of flame 

As Royal Marines CpI Bill 
Kurn drove his Landing Craft 
Mechanised to the beach he 
could feel the concussion of 
shells exploding in the water 
around him. On his right an LCI 
loaded with troops disappeared 
in a ball of flame. 

Kurn. one of the cox’ns of 602 
Flotilla, saw a beached coaster 
strafed by German fighters. Its 
cargo included explosives which 
went up with a fearsome bang, 
spreading thick, black smoke and 
scattering flaming debris over the 
sand ... 

Meanwhile, the crew of LCI(L) 
387 were labouring to repair 
their vessel. As they dug into the 
sand below the damaged engine 
room they were approached by a 
Royal Engineer who. it seemed to 
PO Fowler, was taking an inor¬ 
dinate interest in what they were 
doing. 

Eventually the soldier casually 
broke the news that the RE. hav¬ 
ing had to secure that part of the 
beach themselves, were a bit be¬ 
hind with the clearance of the 
heavily mined area. Just be care¬ 
ful, he warned. They were to be¬ 
ware of tripwires. 

With that the work came to a 
sudden halt and the crew retired 
on board to consider their next 
move. Just as well, thought 
Fowler, as he heard the sound of 
renewed sniping from buildings 
ashore. Then a German battery 
opened up again ... 

Kum’s LCM was being run 
into the ground. After the vessel 
landed yet another cargo of 



Royal Marine Commandos wade ashore from landing craft. Pictures imperial war Museum 



troops the stoker came up from 
the engine room to announce dis¬ 
concertingly that they were sink¬ 
ing. The battering to which the 
crafl had been subjected had fin¬ 
ally proved too much. 

Amid acrid smoke and in a sea 
covered in oil from theirs and 
other sunken craft. Kurn and his 
crew of four managed to keep 
themselves afloat. Almost blind¬ 
ed by the oil they were eventually 
picked up by a rescue boat ... 

After their sojourn aboard it 
seemed to the crew of LCl(L) 387 
that their priority was to get off 
the beach. With some trepidation 
it was decided to recontinue the 
repair operation — and they 
watched very carefully for 
tripwires. 

Jagged steel 

By now the tide had gone out 
completely and Fowler could see 
that the shore between high and 
low water marks was festooned 
with tank traps and jagged steel 
hedgehogs designed to rip out the 
bottom of landing craft. 

Heavy timbers were embedded 
in the sand and these were sur¬ 
mounted by Teller mines and 
iron spikes. And then there were 
the hidden mines . . . With 
scratch repairs complete, it was a 
long, lonely wait until the tide 
came in. 

When it did 387 was obligingly 
towed off by an LCA which in 
the process was hit several times 
by automatic fire. Then the Ger¬ 
man artillery started up again, 
and Fowler was not sorry to see 
the back of Sword Beach that 
day. 

Steered by ropes in the tiller 
flat, the craft limped on an erra¬ 
tic course back to England. 
Showing no lights to avoid attack 


by E-boats, she was in constant 
danger of collision with Allied 
shipping in the narrow, swept 
channel. With her jury-rigged 
steering Fowler knew she would 
be in no condition to defend her¬ 
self or to take avoiding action. 

To add to their troubles the 
temporary repairs were not up to 
the crossing and the engine room 
began slowly to flood again. The 
electrical bilge pump gave up on 
them and the fire pumps which 
they had pressed into service 
were only partially effective. 

At dawn they were relieved to 
sight the Isle of Wight, but if they 
expected to receive a warm wel¬ 
come in Portsmouth they were 
disappointed. Because they were 
damaged they were refused 
entry. 

Inquiring of the Signal Tower 
as to their next move, they were 
told tersely: "Work out your own 
salvation". Fowler suddenly felt 
that they were a very small cog in 
a very large machine. 

With the water in the engine 
room reaching danger level, the 
commanding officer decided in 
desperation to beach the craft at 
Southsca. This he did successful¬ 
ly. and Fowler and his shipmates 
were encouraged to find the na¬ 
tives friendly. 

• The obstructions on Sword 
Beach were cleared by RN 
Commandos at low water. But 
the beach was never secure 
from German shellfire. After 
heavy damage on June 15T6 
landing craft were not allowed 
to remain there, and a week lat¬ 
er even depot ships and coast¬ 
ers had to use Juno and Gold. 
After the opening of the port of 
Ouistreham Sword Beach was 
abandoned on July 1. 
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D-DAY OPERATION MiPTIMi_ 

Obstacles take their toll 


Wounded troops 
being helped on board 
a Royal Navy 
warship. For many of 
the more seriously 
injured it was the 
closest they would 
ever again get to 
home. 


■ Juno Beach, extending six miles to the right of 
Sword, was chosen for the landing of the 3rd 
Canadian Division and three Royal Marines Com¬ 
mandos. Task Force J’s fire support units were un¬ 
der the command of Rear Admiral Frederick Dalrym- 
ple-Hamilton flying his flag in the cruiser HMS 
Belfast. 



WHEN THE twelve 6in. 
guns of HMS Belfast 
opened fire it seemed to 
Ken Strudlcy that the 
cruiser had lifted out of 
the water. It was 0530 on 
June 6, just a week be¬ 
fore Boy Seaman Strud- 
ley's 18th birthday. 

But that and all other 
thoughts were blasted from 
his mind by the shock of 
Belfast's first broadside — 
which he later found had 
damaged most of the for¬ 
ward ablutions. 

In “A" turret. Leading Sea¬ 
man Edward Bate was serving 
the guns under the command of 


a certain Lt Howard — son of 
I die Howard, star of the Hol¬ 
lywood blockbuster “Gone 
W'ith The Wind." Earlier in the 
war the actor had been killed 
when a Luftwaffe fighter shot 
down the aircraft in which he 
was a passenger. If his son was 
now savouring some measure 
of revenge, he did not show it. 

When Bate inquired with a 


natural curiosity as to the type 
of target on the receiving end of 
“A” turret's efforts, back came 
the tart reply from the direction 
control tower that it was “a 
bunch of Jerries who'd been 
spotted going into the local 
brothel." 

In fact, both Belfast and the 
cruiser HMS Diadem had been 
engaging batteries facing 3rd 
Canadian Division, while 11 
accompanying destroyers 
pounded beach defences. 

Confusion 

But not all was going well on 
Juno. Choppy seas were caus¬ 
ing confusion and delay, and 
beach obstacles were taking a 
heavy toll of the landing craft. 

From the Belfast. Stoker 
Dennis Howlett saw many of 
them just explode, the troops 
they carried either going down 
with the vessel or jumping into 
a sea ablaze with oil. 

As the day wore on he was 
shocked to sec the terrible 
wounds which had been suf¬ 
fered by reluming casualties. 
Many of the injured died on 
board. 

Among the destroyers which 
opened up on Juno Beach that 
morning was HMS Faulknor, 
which tnc next day was to have 
the distinction of embarking 
Field Marshal Montgomery for 
transfer to Normandy. 

En route. Able Seaman Carl 
Heuer was told to make cocoa 


for the distinguished guest. On 
the bridge he handed a cup of 
the thick. Navy “kyc" to the 
General. Heuer was taken 
aback to be asked by Monty: 
“What do you do — cat it or 
drink it?" 

Disembarkation of the great 
soldier proved to be a trying 
experience for the whole ship's 
company. Faulknor was re¬ 
quired to go so far inshore that 
she went aground, ripping off 
her Asdic gear in the process. 

Novel remedy 

Able Seaman Alfred Pavcy. 
captain of the ship's four-bar¬ 
relled pom-pom gun took part 
in putting into practice a novel 
remedy for the situation: 

The first lieutenant cleared 
lower decks and ordered all 
hands to the quarterdeck. 
Then, with the ship's engines 
full astern and three landing 
craft pulling seaward, everyone 
was ordered to lump up and 
down in unison. It worked, and 
Faulknor headed back to Eng¬ 
land for repairs. 

Unlike the forces off Sword 
Beach, the Juno ships did not 
come under air attack until 
D+l. Then all AA guns were 
pointed skywards to pul up a 
shield of flak against the 
attackers. 

After one air raid. Stoker 
Stewart Housham in HMS Vig¬ 
ilant witnessed the treatment of 

MULBERRIES 

IN THE DAYS after D- 
Day it was Leading Sea¬ 
man Cliff Davies's task 
to sink ships — Allied 
ships. 

Davies reached the 
Sword landing area in a 
400-lon tug with an Ameri¬ 
can crew and a civilian mas¬ 
ter who was more at home 
among the liners in New 
York harbour. The leading 
hand was one of a small na¬ 
val party charged with the 
task of scuttling ships to 
form a breakwater — a 
Gooseberry. 

A total of four old warships 
and 54 merchant ships were to 
be sunk between June 7 and 10 
to provide a Ice off all five 
landing areas, so casing the task 
of the landing craft and provid¬ 
ing bases for maintenance 
parties. 

The first ship to be sunk off 
Sword almost took Davies 
down with her. When he board¬ 
ed the 4.000-ton Empire Defi¬ 
ance he opened up the firing 
locker only to find that there 
was no plunger — just two 
leads and a battery with which 
to trigger the charges that had 
been laid. 

Attaching the leads to the 
charges below, he perched him¬ 
self over an open hatch with the 
battery in front of him. On a 


some of the more unusual 
casualties — a group of Canadi¬ 
ans who had been in a vessel 
tied up astern of the destroyer 
when her AA had opened up. 

There had been a lot of 
smoke from the guns and the 
Canadians had been unlucky 



Dennis Howlett ... he shel¬ 
tered in a dug-out. 


enough to get the benefit of 
most of it. Choking and cough¬ 
ing, they were taken on board 
and given the sailor's cure-all 
— a tot. It seemed to do the 
trick. 

Soon Howlett was to leave 
Belfast for a taste of life on the 
beaches. He and other ship¬ 
mates were formed into a work 
party to assist in clearing debris 


signal from the tug which was 
nudging the freighter into her 
exact position, Davies touched 
the leads down on to the 
battery. 

There was a shattering explo¬ 
sion which ripped off the hatch 
covers and sent Davies sprawl¬ 
ing through his open hatch. 

Rescue boats 

Crumpled at the bottom of a 
ladder he was suddenly aware 
of water pouring in everywhere. 
Time to get out. Fortunately he 
was uninjured and was able to 
clamber up to the patch of skv 
above almost as fast as he'd left 

it 

He reached the deck to see 
rescue boats around the ship. 
Their crews thought that the 


from the congested shore. 

As they got to the beach ene¬ 
my shells began raining down, 
forcing them to move further 
inland. Howlett found a dug- 
out and crawled into it to join a 
group of soldiers. They were 
having trouble with snipers not 
far up the road but told How¬ 
lett they could do nothing 
about it as they were out of 
ammo. 

Huddled in the hole, wonder¬ 
ing how effective a rifle would 
be as a club. Howlett shared the 
soldiers* chocolate and 
swopped experiences. To his 
bewilderment they said they 
didn't envy his life on a ship off 
the beaches — “like a sitting 
duck “ 

Pondering the irony of that 
viewpoint. Howlett commented 
that he would rather be out 
there than in his present 
accommodation — “Listen to 
those shells screaming 
overhead!" 

“Don't worry about those 
mate." came the reply. "It's the 
ones that don't go over you 
need to worry about!" 

• On June 16 King George VI 
accompanied by Admiral 
Ramsay and the First Sea 
Lord landed on Juno Beach, 
despite its early problems, 
Juno remained a vital link in 
reinforcement and supply for 
the Allies for weeks after 


freighter had been hit by 
enemy fire and were exhorting 
the bewildered Davies to: 
“Jump, sailor!" 

During the next three days he 
and the rest of his team suc¬ 
cessfully scuttled nine ships 
bow-to-stem off Ouistreham. 

By June 8 the first Mulberry 
sections were being laid off 
Gold and Omaha beaches. 
Towed from England, the pre¬ 
fabricated port would be vital 
to the resupply of the Allied 
lodgement area. 

Each Mulberry comprised 
three main components: Bom¬ 
bardons were 200ft-long float¬ 
ing structures moored end-lo- 
end offshore to reduce wave 
height by up to 40 per cent 
Phoenixes were concrete cais- 




Seen from a British warship, the remains of a landing craft 
bums after taking a direct hit. Picture Impanel War Museum 
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D-Day. 

A ND GOOSEBERRIES 

The man who 

■ The lack of adequate deepwater ports along the 
open stretch of Normandy coast selected for the 
assault presented the Allies with a problem. Their 
solution was deceptively simple: construct pre¬ 
fabricated harbours in England and tow the pieces 
to France for assembly. The project was given the 
codeword Mulberry and was closely linked with the 
“Corncob” plan to sink blockships as breakwaters 
— codenamed Gooseberries. 
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Of the 4,126 landing ships and 
craft employed for Operation 
Neptune, more than 700 were 
destroyed or damaged. It was a 
loss that had been expected. 



‘Life’s a game 
of uckers ’ 


FROM HIS lookout sta¬ 
tion on the "monkey is¬ 
land" of LCT 441. Sea¬ 
man George Nosworthy 
scanned Southampton 
Water to take in the sight 
of the largest number of 
ships he had ever seen. 

As his tank landing craft 
joined the armada to sail 
for France that evening of 
June 5, Nosworthy could 
not help feeling that the 
omens for his survival were 
not good . . . 

His brother serving in the 

k \ i had been killed six 
months before while on a 
bombing mission over Berlin. 

W'ith this on his mind. Nos¬ 
worthy heard the craft's com¬ 
manding officer remind the 
crew of Nelson's “England ex¬ 
pects" signal before Trafalgar. 

Nosworth> was not im¬ 
pressed. His great, great grand¬ 
father had died on board HMS 
Neptune at Trafalgar. And 
now. almost 130 scars later, the 
codeword for this operation 
was Neptune. 

Seasickness 

As dawn approached, the Ca¬ 
nadian lank crews on board, 
who had suffered cruelly from 
seasickness all night, were pre¬ 
paring fov battle ranks were 
released from their securing de¬ 
vices. engines were revved up 
and sidearms checked 

When he arrived at his sta¬ 
tion on the forward winches. 
Nosworthy was made even 
more keenly aware of the 
dangers ahead when he was 
asked in tnss a coin m decide 

his place on the winch I hat’s 
what life and death are all 
about, he thought bleakly. \ 
game of uckers* 

Now. with their engines run¬ 
ning merrily the Sherman DD 
tanks had inflated their rubber 
screens read) to swim ashore. 
Over the throaty noise Nos¬ 
worthy could hear the sound of 
gunfire and the crump of shells 
landing nearby. 

Unnerving 

But things were not going to 
Ian. Nosworthy knew from ex- 
austivc exercises designed to 
prepare them for this da>. that 
the landing craft should now 
slow down for the departure of 
the swimming tanks. Instead. 
441 was increasing to full 
speed 

Her commanding officer had 
decided the rough sea was like¬ 
ly to swamp the DDs. so he 
opted to brase the beach obsta¬ 
cles and drive in as far as 
possible. 

The winch party were given 


sons 200ft long and weighing 
up to 6.000 tons which, when 
sunk, would with Gooseberries 
form effective breakwaters; and 
Whales which were floating 
pier sections made of concrete 
and steel. 

Sitting duck 

Crossing the Channel at a 
lumbering four knots' maxi¬ 
mum. Signalman Peter Coney 
felt like a sitting duck on his 
Phoenix. For one thing he had 
no head for heights and the 
monster he was riding towered 
60ft above the waves. For an¬ 
other it had been assessed that 
the Mulbcrrv crews would 
probably take 25 per cent 
casualties. 

Coney found that the 
Phoenix was made up of hollow 


the order to lower the ramp 
door, and as it came down Nos¬ 
worthy was treated to the un¬ 
nerving sight of mine-armed 
obstacles dead ahead. 

With her door open 441 con¬ 
tinued through the shallows, 
enemy machine-gun bullets ric- 
ochetting through the hold. 
Worse was to follow as 441 hit 
one of the obstacles, setting off 
the attached explosive. The 
blast threw Nosworthy off his 
feet as it holed the landing craft 
below the waterline. 

There was a ringing in his 
ears, but as he lay sprawled on 
the deck he was relieved to find 
that he'd not been hit. Almost 
miraculously, neither had any¬ 
one else. 

Coming quickly to his senses 
his immediate reaction was to 
kick off his boots — they would 
drag him down in the water 

Then everyone set about try¬ 
ing to save iheir vessel as kit¬ 
bags and hammocks, and any¬ 
thing that came to hand, was 
stuffed into the rent in her 
hull .. 

Obstructions on Juno Beach 
were causing widespread prob¬ 
lems. in some sectors up to a 
third of landing craft were 


compartments with a catwalk 
from end to end. The living 
accommodation for the crew of 
four — three seamen and him¬ 
self — consisted of a small cab¬ 
in built just below the catwalk 
at one end. 

His head reeled each time he 
had to ascend the steel ladder 
on one side of the caisson to get 
to the living quarters. 

It took Coney's Phoenix an 
interminable 24 hours to be 
towed across the C hannel to 
Arromanchcs. and although 
their lug was not attacked, 
the trip was not without inci¬ 
dent . . . 

En route they were hit by a 
merchant ship which, thought. 
Coney, must have come off 
worse for the encounter. 



Anthony Dean ... ‘grand¬ 
stand’ view of the carnage. 


being damaged or sunk by the 
defences. LCT 500. carrying 
self-propelled artillery and de¬ 
molition vehicles of the Cana¬ 
dian 7th Brigade, hit a mined 
obstacle just 50 yards off her 
landing site. 

Midshipman Anthony 
Dean's study of a bla/mg 
church spire was rudcl> inter¬ 
rupted ;is the explosion blew 
large hole in the bow. 

As mortar bombs fell around, 
the craft was beached and a 


It was only after the Phoenix 
had been sunk in place did he 
discovered that when the colli¬ 
sion took place the tug crew 
had tried to abandon then 
charge and had to be persuaded 
to continue by their skipper 
brandishing a pistol. 


• In the Channel storms 
which began almost two 
weeks after D-Day, Mulberry 
A at Omaha was knocked out 
for good. Mulberry B. off Arro- 
manches remained virtually 
intact and continued in use 
into the winter, handling an 
average of 6,750 tons of 
stores a day up to September 
1 — including many cargoes 
which could not be driven 
ashore from landing craft. 


work party plugged the hole 
with hazelwood fenders so that 
the vehicles could drive off... 

Ncarb> it was fKendty flit 
not the enemy's that threatened 
to spell disaster for LCT 876. 
Her first lieutenant. Lt James 
Bray, fell that 876 was giving 
better than she was getting as 
she approached the hostile 
beach. 

Unlucky 

Thanks to the fact that she 
was loaded with Canadian self- 
propelled artillery — 105mm 
guns mounted on tank chassis 

— she was able to give her pro¬ 
posed landing site her very own 
softening-up barrage. 

But it was quite another di¬ 
rection from which problems 
were to rain down .. . Astern 
lay bombarding landing craft 

— LCT(R)s — firing multiple 
rocket launchers. When some 
of the projectiles fell short. 876 
was unluckv enough to be hit 
by one which severed the 
ramp's starboard wire. The 
nine-ton door crashed down 
and ended up hanging beneath 
the bow. 

All efforts to lilt it failed, and 
as a last resort it was deiced to 
drive the craft ashore so that 
the much-needed artillery 
could be unloaded when the 
tide receded. 

Under fire from two concrete 
pillboxes. Bray supervised the 
operation involving the use of 
both bow and kedge anchors to 
drag the unwieldy craft astern 
so as to pull the ramp into its 
normal unloading position ... 

Losing battle 

Meanwhile. George Nos- 
worthy and the rest of the crew 
of LCT 441 were losing the bat¬ 
tle to keep her afloat, and the 
soldiers on board were assem¬ 
bling on the after deck for res¬ 
cue bv a landing Craft Person¬ 
nel (LC'P) manned by Royal 
Marines 

All around the stricken vessel 
troops from other sunken craft 
were struggling in the water. 
Seeing this. Nosworthy and a 
shipmate threw as many hand 
lines as possible over the side. 

With the troops disembark¬ 
ed, 441's CO assembled his 
crew and told them it was time 
for them to go. too. Although 
the craft would not be com¬ 
pletely immersed in the shallow* 
water, there were armed bctdl 
obstacles under her hull and 
they were likely to explode as 
she settled. 

Nosworthy and the others 
had time to collect their per¬ 
sonal effects before they don¬ 
ned their lifejackets and took to 
the water, from which they 
were soon rescued by the Royal 
Marines* LCP. One can never 


sank nine Allied ships 

Mulberry Harbour at Arromanchor 



count on omens, thought Nos¬ 
worthy as he was hauled to 
safety ... 

The pillboxes which had 
been pestering LCT 876 had 
been knocked out by a Landing 
Craft Flak (LCF). 876 sus¬ 
tained no further damage. 
Tcmporarv repairs would also 
see her off on the next tide ... 

Unfortunately LCT 500 was 
not in that happy position. The 
severity of her damage would 
keep her marooned — and pre¬ 
sented Midshipman Dean with 
an unenviable grandstand posi¬ 
tion from which to observe the 
battle to secure the beach 

He saw one Allied tank after 
another knocked out by Ger¬ 
man gunfire as they attempted 
to pass through a gap in the 
dunes. It was only when a tank 
armed with a Petard mortar 
was able to climb the dune op¬ 
posite that the enemy strong- 
point was reduced and the way 
cleared. 

Debris 

The beach obstacles were 
soon dealt with by engineers 
and RN Commandos, but the 
occasional carnage caused by 
mines in the sand continued for 
some time. Dean witnessed a 
Bren C arrier and a DUKW 
blown up in this way. their oc¬ 
cupants thrown into the air. 
Many of them lay still on land¬ 
ing. others walked around in 
circles before dropping to the 
sand By low tide the beach was 
littered with debris and bodies. 

That night the crew were 
kept awake by the constant 
noise of gunfire, outgoing and 
incoming. In the morning Dean 
saw that a Bofors gun emplace¬ 
ment in the sand near the ship 
had taken a direct hit. The crew 
had been killed. 

Gradually that second day 


the fighting moved further in¬ 
land and for the first time Dean 
was to come into close contact 
with his adversary. The Cana¬ 
dians asked if they could use 
LCT 500 as a temporary pen 
for the hundreds of prisoners 
they had captured. 

Dean noticed that they in¬ 
cluded a few SS officers who 
remained surly and aloof from 
the others. Bui most of the pris¬ 
oners seemed to him a sorry 
bunch — hungry, thirsty and 
very frightened. 

Courage 

Eventually Army engineers 
were able to turn their atten¬ 
tion to helping the beached 
craft. Metal plates salvaged 
from the scattered debris were 
welded to the hull and a chan¬ 
nel bulldozed through the sand 
to aid refutation. 

Impressed with the bulldozer 
driver's courage in braving hid¬ 
den mines — one of which he 
triggered — Dean presented 
him with 200 duty-free Wood¬ 
bines. They were received with 
delighted amazement, as 
though the midshipman had 
just handed over a block of 
gold. 

• Navigational errors and re¬ 
ports of dangerous shoals de¬ 
layed H-Hour on Juno Beach. 
That meant that the landing 
craft had to beach among the 
sea defences. In addition. 48 
Commando Royal Marines, 
whose task included beach 
clearance, suffered heavy ca¬ 
sualties in their wooden land¬ 
ing craft. Despite the early 
problems, by the day’s end 
more than 21,000 troops. 
3,200 vehicles and 2,500 tons 
of stores had been landed 
and the beachhead secured. 







They used to call it shell-shock Now it’s called combat stress. It 
is a terrifying affliction It takes many forms, but usually it is caused 
by shock, the shock of an exploding shell, the shock of a bomb 
The Ex-Services Mental Welfare Society helps those men and 
women from all Services whose minds have been affected by 
repeated hostile actions. From Ireland, the Faiklands. both world 
wars and from many actions in between. 

We help by providing advice. Treatment Centres and. for really bad 
cases and for those without a family, a place in our Residential Home 
where they can live out their days in caring. friendly 
comfort.We need your help most urgently 

They tried to give more than they could. 
Please give as much as you can. 
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Sailors in HMS Emerald hold the tail section of the bomb that 
bounced oil the cruiser’s magazine hatch and exploded in the 

sea. Picture supplied by Mr Norman Wood 


PURE NOSTALGIA 

Own an individually hand-built 
waterline presentation model of 
your ship, perhaps long gone but 
never forgotten. Any H M vessel 
or R.F.A. from 1920 onwards, in 
various sizes. 

Contact tor further details 
Ron Hughes, FSAI 
Model Shipwright. 
Feldemore, Bacton, Stowmarket 
Suffolk, IP14 4LF 
0449 781741 


The June Issue 

Ships 

will be a special 
D-Day Issue 

— on Sale at Newsagents 

on 26th May 

Order your copy today! 

— or by post, price £2.20 

From ‘Ships Monthly’ 
Kottingham House 
Dale Street 

Burton-on-Trent DE14 3TD 

Don't Miss the Ships! 


Military Cross Stitch 

An exciting range of cross stitch 
kits tor Navy, Army and Air Force 
units. Over 800 designs available 
Ring 

0905 423785 

lor a free catalogue 


WERE YOU THERE 

( \l'll Kh INI MOM1 N1 

M)K BTEKNm 

Tran'toem >our favounic photograph into an 
unproMic oil painting that you will tv 
proud lo Ji'plav Scene. Ship or Loved One. 
SatiNt jetton fuarantorU 

_1/ /»/ * Ion \uimpfr* tkloth 

~Fr -n Hue Art% iNAi 

J intf) 223 Huvhrv l.anc. Katnford 
Lmk*WA ll 7IJI 
J Phone »?44 K 


PORTSMOUTH 

PAPERS 

Three new titles available now 

No 62: “hvtMnuuth and the Ltd India 
Cotnpiany m the Eighteenth 
Century" by Jame> Thnma' 

No 6?: * , ft*i'n**jth Brt*er*' 'ince 1847" 
by Philip Bley (sequel to 
P.«t'mi«iih Paper No 51) 

No 64 "Pteiximiuth Dt«£\ard and it' 

W.Acrx 1815 1875" by J»*n Pield 
Price': £2 20 each tkes p^tacc and fuckme 
(60p for I copy. 77p2 cup*'. 95p Uw 1 
cop*') Cheep*' should be made piyaNe 
to: Pifiwnouth City Council 
POUTSMOt Til CITY RECORDS 
OFFICE,3 Ml SKI M ROAO. 
FORTSMOt I It POl 21.K 


SPECIAL WEEKEND BREAK PRICES 


‘7 love history , it*s so old, ” Peter Ustinov 



... THE GRAND HOTEL — PLYMOUTH: 

1879 AND WONDERFUL 

Make us your base to explore the West Country for 
"The D-Day 50th Anniversary n 

★ Situated on Plymouth's famous Hoe 
it 71 Bedrooms from Executive Rcxtms to Seaview Balcony Suites 
★ Free Private Car Parking 
★ English Tourist Board 5 Crowns Commended 


For More Information Telephone 
(0752)661195 
or write to: 

THE GRAND HOTEL, Elliot Street, 
The Hoe, Plymouth PL1 2PT 


Bouncing bombs 


■ Ten miles wide, Gold Beach was the most west¬ 
erly assault area in the British Eastern Sector and 
was chosen as the site of a prefabricated Mulberry 
Harbour — at Arromanches. Force G flagship for 
50th (Northumbrian) Division was a converted liner, 
HMS Bulolo under Commodore Cyril Douglas-Pen- 
nant. The bombarding force comprised the cruisers 
HM ships Argonaut, Orion, Ajax and Emerald, the 
Dutch gunboat Flores, and 15 destroyers. 


ABLE Seaman Stan Tipp 
was carrying out a task 
that was new to him. A 
radar operator in the de¬ 
stroyer HMS Cottes¬ 
more. he was now strain¬ 
ing. not to see and 
interpret images on his 
screen, but to listen for 
transmissions ashore. 

In the small hours of June 
6 the Hunt-class ship had 
stealthily approached Gold 
Beach with her sister-ship. 
HMS Pytchlcy. Their mis¬ 
sion was lo report back any 
enemy activity that could 
endanger the invasion fleet 
closing the Normandy 
coast. 

But they had to remain unde¬ 
tected — and lor once Tipp's 
271 radar set was turned off to 
avoid German monitoring of 
the ship's transmissions. 

Ear-splitting 

When dawn broke and the 
horizon was filled with ships of 
every description, the need for 
stealth was over. After a 40- 
minute opening bombardment 
by Task Force G cruisers. 
Cottesmore and three other 
Hunt-class destroyers slowly 
started to advance towards the 
shore. 

To Tipp it seemed that the 
ships were firing at anything in 
the beach area that showed life 
— including German artillery 
which sent up fountains of 
water worryingly close to the 
attackers. 

Then came the RAF. and — 
with ear-splitting whooshes — 
barges mounting multiple rock¬ 
et launchers sent their terrify¬ 
ing cargo landward. Tipp won¬ 
dered what it must be like to lie 
under such a barrage. It was 
frightening even to watch. 

Stoker Harry C hapman felt 


his ship. HMS Undaunted, lift 
out of the water as she received 
a near miss. Above decks it 
seemed to Chapman like a 

scene from Hades big ships 
were firing their guns rocket 
barges were sending off their 
missiles in eruptions of smoke 
and flame: nearby a ship was 
on fire while in another troops 
were singing as they climbed 
down scrambling nets to land¬ 
ing craft tossing in the swell. 

With a Dutch officer, S 1 1 
Reg Noquet was in command 
of a signals intelligence party in 
Force G flagship HMS Bulolo. 
Almost from the beginning he 
found she was getting her snare 
of trouble. 

Raid 

She came under dangerously 
accurate fire from a batters at 
Longues which threatened to 
wipe out Gold force's nerve 
centre. Bulolo was forced to re¬ 
treat out of range while HMS 
Ajax dealt with the problem. 

Then, shortly after dawn the 
next morning an enemy fighter- 
bomber raided the anchorage, 
dropping a 250-lb phosphorous 
bomb which hit the Bulolo near 
the wireless office where No¬ 
quel worked. 

Three officers and a rating 
were killed, but Noquet was un¬ 
injured. Arming himself with a 
fire extinguisher he rushed out 
to deal with the bla/e but found 


that the fire control party al¬ 
ready had it well in hand. 

Later, he was saddened to 
learn that one of those who had 
died was the RAF pilot officer 
with whom he shared a cabin, 
and during the following days 



Reg Noquet... he had a nar¬ 
row escape in Bulolo. 


the constant smell of damp, 
charred wood had a depressing 
effect on him. 

Emerald, too. came under air 
attack that day — and had a 
remarkably lucky escape from a 
bouncing bomb. 

At the time Petty Officer 
Radio Mechanic Leslie Allen 
was at his action station in the 
port radar office controlling the 
ship's close-range radar. He 
traced one enemy aircraft as it 
headed towards, and then over 
the ship. 


A slick of five bombs came 
whistling down, four of which 
straddled the cruiser. A fifth hit 
the magazine hatch cover, 
bounced off. slid across the 
deck end embed through the 
guardrails to pitch over the side 
into the sea. leaving behind its 
tail section 

In the plotting room below 
the bridge. Leading Seaman 
Norman Wood felt the terrific 
concussion of five bombs ex¬ 
ploding simultaneously vers 
close to the ship. As the shock 
waves subsided another sound 
met his ears a very loud hiss¬ 
ing as all those around him 
were desperately blowing up 
their lifejackets. 

In the radar office Allen 
sighed and thanked his lucky 
stars Earlier that da\ the maga¬ 
zine hatch had been open dur¬ 
ing the ship’s bombardment It 
the bomb had been dropped 
then it would not have 
bounced. It would have explod¬ 
ed in the magazine, almost cer¬ 
tainly destroying the ship in the 
most dramatic way imaginable. 

Intruder 

Flying over the task force 
was a hazardous \enturc — for 
friend and foe alike. Petty Offi¬ 
cer Bert Gollop was in charge 
of AA in the destroyer HMS 
Ulysses. Scanning the sky. he 
saw a Mcsserschmitt 109 flying 
head-on towards the sfiip. 
Without waiting for insiriK- 
lions he ordered the starboard 
Bofors gun to open fire on the 
intruder. 

Every ship within range 
joined in and with some satis¬ 
faction Gollop saw Ulysses* 
shells hit the fighter's tail. In 
seconds his sense of triumph 
turned sour as the mortally da¬ 
maged fighter flew over the 
ship — and he was able to spot 
the unmistakable D-Day stripes 
and wing roundels that identi¬ 
fied it as an RAF Spitfire. 

It was an immense relief to 



BILL Howorth found 
himself heading for Nor¬ 
mandy more by accident 
than design. 

As an able seaman gunner 
he was drafted to the land¬ 
ing ship Empire Arquebus 
after returning from survi¬ 
vors leave. Embarking as 
ordered at the ship's 
anchorage off Cowes, he 
chatted amiably to his pro¬ 
spective shipmates and had 
a good look round his new 
home. 

But when the ship's gunnery 
officer found that their new Ad 
was on board he sent for him 
and breezily announced that 
Howorth shouldn't really be 
there. The ship had a full com¬ 
plement and didn't really need 
him. However, as Howorth had 
talked to members of the ship's 
company it was too late to re¬ 
turn him ashore as he probably 
would have been made aware 
of Arquebus's D-Day purpose 
and destination 

He might as well make him¬ 
self useful and man a 20mm 
Oerlikon cannon on one of the 


assault landing craft (LC As) on 
board. 

At all levels throughout the 
Allied force there was a grim 
sense of reality about the nsk^ 
the invading forces were to 
face. Many thought their 
chances of survival were slim 
— and often the reaction of 
their superior officers did noth¬ 
ing to persuade them otherwise. 

Lt Ron Davies RNVR was 
commanding officer of tank 
landing craft LCT 647 destined 
to be among the first on Gold 
Beach At a final briefing he 
and his fellow COs asked for 
guidance as to their movements 
after the assault. 

Expendable 

The query caused hesitation 
and a hurried consultation on 
the platform. Then with great 
charm a stall officer replied 
candidly “ \s a matter of fact 
we hadn't included you in the 
turn-around organisation at all. 
However, if you get off the 
beach you'd better go to the 
waiting position to join a con¬ 
voy back to Southampton.** 

As H-Hour approached on 
June 6 the apparently expend¬ 


able assault craft of 539 LCA 
Flotilla were being swung out 
on davits and lowered from 
their mother ship. Empire 
Halberd. 

Marine Don Howard looked 
down from his craft as the 
winches hummed and the chop¬ 
py sea rose to meet him. The 
coast of France was in sight and 
all around there was smoke, 
and the sound of gunfire, shells 
screaming overhead and rock¬ 
ets being launched. 

With a shudder the I < A 
made contact with the waves. 
Quickly the engines were start¬ 
ed. fore and aft hooks disen¬ 
gaged. and the craft was on her 
own. ready for the seven-mile 
run-in to the beach. 

As he left “mother's" side, he 
saw that the LCA ahead was 
already in serious trouble. In 
the turbulent sea its forward 
hook had fouled the steering 
wheel, ripping it away and shat- 
tcring the engine-room 
telegraph. 

Out of control, the craft be¬ 
gan shipping water. As 
Howard's LCA prepared to 
pass a rope to attempt a tow. he 
witnessed an extraordinary 


scene — Marines CpI “Bill” 
Tandy, coxswain of the helpless 
vessel, was climbing over the 
stem to hang on to the rudder 
guard. 

The 19-year-old corporal was 
well aware of his flotilla's mot¬ 
to “Right Beach — On Time” 
and he considered the loss of a 
steering wheel only a minor 
setback. 

It was not possible in those 
sr;is to steer SO LCA by using 
its engines, so he would use his 
body to do it. He would be a 
human rudder. 

Pity 

Standing on the rudder guard 
with one loot, he found that by 
kicking the rudder with the 
other and shouting instructions 
to his stoker the craft was pass¬ 
ably manageable. They could 
and they would make it to the 
beach with their troops . . . 

In Empire Arquebus Bill 
Howorth pitied the seasick sol¬ 
diers as they embarked in his 
LCA. They had so much kit 
that they looked, and probably 
felt, that they were carrying the 
world on their backs. 

After a bumpy passage the 
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Zippo salutes the 50th anniversary of D-Day, June 6, 1944 with two special 
limited editions. The D-I>ay Qrnimemorativc Lighter, embellished with an 
antique brass medallion patterned after the Allied tnxips’ sleeve patch, 
replicates the black crackle finish of the authentic WWII Zippo. 

The Allied Hemes collectors tin contains four high-polished brass lighters, 
each hearing a portrait of an Allied military leaden Generals Eisenhower, 
Montgomery, de Gaulle and Lt. Gen. Bradley. 

A free brass key ring, etched 
with the D-Day emblem, 
completes this set. 
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Gollop to see the pilot bale out 
successfully and slowly descend 
by parachute, albeit amid a hail 
of tracer fire. 

When the captain sent for 
him he felt a court martial 
would be the inevitable out¬ 
come. But no. His commanding 
officer told him that as the air¬ 
craft was flying low and ap¬ 
proaching head-on. he was cor¬ 
rect to open fire immediately. 
Far from reprimanding him he 
congratulated the petty officer 
on using his initiative. 

Praise 

Shelling continued against 
specific targets inland for days, 
the ships periodically returning 
to England to re-arm and re¬ 
supply. By June 12 HMS Ori¬ 
on. for example, had fired 
3,358 shells. Argonaut spent 25 
days off the beaches, expending 
4.395 rounds. 

A young lieutenant on board. 
William Procter, was particu¬ 
larly proud that the ship pin¬ 
pointed and destroyed a group 
of enemy tanks at extreme 
range of tnc cruiser's guns, thus 
receiving the praise of Lt Gen. 
Miles Dempsey, commander of 
the British Second Army. 

On June 11 the battleship 
HMS Nelson's nine 16in. guns 
were committed to bombarding 
targets inland from Gold 
Beach. 

As Nelson hurled her one-ton 
projectiles at the Germans, 
Torpedoman Sid George found 
the noise almost unbearable. In 
the midst of the racket he was 
amazed to sec the ship's Royal 
Marines band appear on the 
quarterdeck in full ceremonial 
uniform to play a programme 
of marches and popular music. 

Nearby the American battle¬ 
ship Nevada could not resist 
the signal: “Very good. Arc you 
serving tea and crumpets on the 
fc'slc?" 

At the end of June. Reg No¬ 
quet, who had been lucky to 
escape injury in the air attack 


Corporal Tandy ... steered 
his craft with his body. 

craft lurched as it hit the beach 
and at once the troops who had 
been crouching in its well were 
pouring out over the lowered 
ramp into the waist-deep water. 

Howorth watched as the 
men, wet through and with 
their kit weighing them down, 
advanced up the beach. It was 
then that guns started firing 
from concrete emplacements 
among the sand dunes, and the 
soldiers threw themselves to 
the ground. 

Howorth noticed that when 
the troops rose to continue 
their advance some of their 
comrades remained lying face 
down, never to rise again . . . 

Tandy's craft was approach¬ 
ing the beaches now. Still bal¬ 
ancing on the rudder guard, he 
was alternately high out of the 
water then plunging up to his 
armpits in the sea. But he hung 
on. steering the LCA through 
obstacles and under fire to 
reach the right beach — on 
time. 

His troops ashore, he had 
now to undergo the equally gru¬ 
elling task of steering back to 
Empire Halberd. When he 
reached her he was suffering ex¬ 


Lt Ron Davies ... duel of 
wits with German gunners. 

haustion and exposure, but he 
was so determined to continue 
that he had to be forcibly re¬ 
moved to the sick bay. 

Tandy was not the only land¬ 
ing cralt crewman to get wet 
that day. Able Seamen Stan 
Shcnfield and Bill Gillett had 
the thankless task in their large 
infantry landing craft, LCI(L) 
5, of swimming ashore from the 
lowered ramps, each clutching 
the end of a line in one hand. 

With the lifelines at full 
stretch. Shcnfield and Gillett 
stood up to their armpits in the 
rough waves to act as human 
anchors, trying to forget the 
possible presence of mines at 
their feet. 

They watched as the troops, 
loaded down with kit and wea¬ 
pons, came over the ramp and 
prepared to launch themselves 
into the sea. using the lifelines 
held by the sailors . . . 


on Bulolo. was granted leave 
when the ship and Task Force 
G was stood down. He returned 
to his parents' home in North 
London to find that they had 
not been as fortunate ... 

Their house had been de¬ 
stroyed by a VI rocket, and his 
father was in hospital after suf¬ 
fering multiple injuries. 

With his younger brother 
who was on leave from the 
Army, he was put up for the 
night in a neighbour’s house, 
but their sleep was savagely in¬ 
terrupted by another salvo of 
Vis. After all. thought Noquet, 
this really was everyone's war. 

• Hampered by winds and 
flowing tides, units of the 50th 
Division suffered high casual¬ 
ties in the struggle to get 
ashore at Gold Beach and to 
capture the first day’s objec¬ 
tives. Most Allied tanks in the 
area were bogged down or 
disabled by enemy fire. Nev¬ 
ertheless with naval gunfire 
support 50th Division had 
cleared five square miles by 
nightfall on D-Day. 


Damage caused by the bomb which hit HMS Bulolo (pictured on 
the left). 


Our story of the Gold 
Beach landing craft 
continues in Part 2 of 
our D-Day supplement. 
Page XIV. 


June 5, 1944...4:15 a.m. 


OIWLWfll GO 


With these words, Dwight D. 
Eisenhower, Supreme Commander 
of the US Army, set in motion the 
Allied invasion of Europe, the 
greatest military operation 
the world has ever known. 


GOLD BEACII 
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